
 
 

AN X-RATED BIBLE? 
 

 
But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness (Romans 4:5) 

 
IMMORALITY IN THE BIBLE 
 
If you were to make the Bible into a movie, what would it be rated? 
 

A. Sometimes unbelievers ridicule the rampant immorality found in the Bible (The Book of Genesis 
Illustrated by Robert Crumb).  

 
1. Parental Advisory: “Adult supervision recommended for minors” 
2. "I am completely sick of the Bible. I began to hate it as I worked on it. I've had my fill. The idea 

that millions of people have taken it so seriously -- it is totally nuts. The human race is crazy." 
(Robert Crumb) 

 
B. Sometimes the church has tried to sanitize the Bible by cleaning up translations, skipping over parts 

of the Bible in reading, not singing certain portions of the Psalms, etc. 
 
In 1796, Beilby Porteus, bishop of London, made an index to the Bible so that reader would read the good parts 
and not read the bad parts.  Guess how much of the Bible was censored by this bishop’s list? 
 
 

C. Immorality in Genesis 
 
1. nakedness  (Genesis 2:25) 
 
2. polygamy and concubinage (Gen.2:22-24; 4:19,23; 16:2-4; 22:24; 25:6; 29:21-30; 30:1-24; 

35:22; 36:2,3,12) 
 
3. drunkenness (Genesis 9:20-29)  
 
4. homosexual rape (Genesis 18:20-19:29) 
 
5. prostitution (Gen.38:14-30) 

 
a. Judah sold his brother into slavery (37:26-27) – a capital crime (Ex.21:16; Deut.24:6-7). 

 
Deuteronomy 24:7 
If a man is caught kidnapping any of his countrymen of the sons of 
Israel, and he deals with him violently or sells him, then that thief shall 
die; so you shall purge the evil from among you.  

 
b. Judah is no longer affiliating himself with the chosen family, but with the people of Canaan 

(Genesis 38:1,12,20-22; Proverbs 13:20).   
c. Judah married a Canaanite (38:2; cf. Deut.7:1-4).   
 



 
d. Judah’s ungodliness is possibly reflected in the wickedness of his son Er, whose life the LORD 

took, and Onan (38:7-10; see Proverbs 5:21). 
e. Judah went to a temple prostitute – another capital crime! (38:15,21-22; Exodus 20:3; 34:12-

16; Deuteronomy 13:5; 2 Kings 10:25-28) 
f Judah was a man of double standards (38:24). 

 
6. rape (Gen.34:1-2) 
 
7. adultery (Gen.37:6-18) 
 
8. incest (Gen.19:30-38)  

 
D. Immorality is found in the greatest saints of the Bible  

 
1. David (2 Samuel 11) 
 David was a voyeur 
 David was a seducer 
 David was an adulterer  
 David was a deceiver 
 David was a murderer 
 The Name of God was blasphemed because of David’s sin (2 Samuel 12:14; Romans 2:24) 

 
 

THE BEGINNING OF ISRAEL’S DOWNTURN 
2 Samuel 12:9-10  
‘Why have you despised the word of the Lord by doing evil in His sight? You have struck down 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the 
sword of the sons of Ammon.  
‘Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me and 
have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’  

 
2. Solomon (1 Kings 11) 

 
E. Even “moral” books like Song of Solomon make us blush. 

 
OUR NEED FOR GOD’S GRACE 
 
What could be more scandalous and shocking than David’s sins of voyeurism, seduction, adultery, deception, 
murder and blasphemy (2 Samuel 12:14 with Romans 2:24; see Psalm 32; 51; Romans 4:5-8)?   
 
Answer: God’s grace (Psalm 32; 51). 
 
How should we respond to the immorality that is found in Holy Scripture? (Romans 4:4-7; 5:20; 1 Timothy 
1:13-16; cf. Luke 19:10) 
 
Answer: Understand that we are sinners that have not kept the requirements of God’s Law for life (Romans 3).  
Put our faith and trust in Jesus Who died for sin. 
 
 
 



Psalm 51:1-41

Romans 4:4-7  
Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. 
5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is 
credited as righteousness. 
6 David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom God credits 
righteousness apart from works: 
7 “Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
 

 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved 
right when you speak and justified when you judge. 
 

Romans 5:20 
The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all 
the more, 
 
1 Timothy 1:13-16  
Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy 
because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 
14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. 
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 
16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus 
might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive 
eternal life. 
 

 
See: The Gospel in 6 Minutes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
1 A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3psJWtT68WE�
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