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No defense of Christian faith today exceeds in importance the case for Christianity over Islam.
Pastor Goerner’s Is the Qur’an the Word of God? meets this need in an ideal way. It is in
question-and-answer form and is thus in every sense a practical tool for Christian witness. It is
solidly documented —rather than (as is all too common) being simply an expression of the
author’s personal opinions. And, it focuses, as its title suggests, on the central issues—never
becoming bogged down in minutiae or irrelevancies. The book cannot be too highly
recommended to every Christian concerned with the advance of Islam in our 21st century world.

— Dr. John Warwick Montgomery
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Honorary Chairman, Academic Board, International Institute for Religious Freedom, World
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Supreme Court of the United States, Avocat a la Cour, Barreau de Paris.

Author/editor of some 50 books in four languages and over 100 scholarly journal articles.
www.apologeticsacademy.eu and www.ciltpp.com

Aaron Goerner’s Is the Qur’an the Word of God? stands as a thorough study of Islam and
Christianity with an emphasis on the sacred texts of the two faiths, the Bible and the Qur’an. It
manifests a uniquely irenical approach to presenting the message of the Gospel to Muslims. The
book serves as a powerful tool in strengthening converts from Islam by showing them that their
new-found faith rests solidly on a revelation that bears the marks of authenticity. This fact is in
contrast with the mythological elements in the Qur’an, a feature which is being acknowledged
and discussed by reformist Arab intellectuals in their publications on the Internet. We thank Rev.
Goerner for his meticulously done labor of love and trust that the Lord will use it mightily in the
mission work of the church among the Muslims now living within Daru’l Islam, as well as the
global Diaspora.

— Rev. Bassam Michael Madany, Middle East Resources
www.unashamedofthegospel.org

Pastor Aaron does not shy away from handling the “hot potatoes” that have often caused
controversy and confusion. Is the Qur’an the Word of God? is recommended reading for those
interested in Biblical and Qur’anic theology, as well as the questions Muslims worldwide are
asking today.

— Rev. Fred Farrokh

Jesus For Muslims Network
Metro New York City
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It is not uncommon to read works of Christian apologetics that answer static textbook objections
which have been artificially raised. Questions are raised and answered, but there is no
opportunity to engage in extended dialogue with unbelievers or to hear their reaction to our
“answers.” However, in Is the Qur’an the Word of God?, Aaron Goerner engages in actual
dialogue with Muslims who interact with key issues that separate Muslims and Christians. The
emails from Muslims are open and candid, providing a rare glimpse into the anatomy of unbelief
which shrouds the Islamic heart. This is a must-read for those interested in genuine dialogue with
Muslims.

— Dr. Timothy C. Tennent, Ph.D., President and Professor
of World Christianity, Asbury Theological Seminary

What we have in this book is an honest and straightforward treatment of the issues involved
between Christian and Muslim beliefs. Pastor Goerner does a great job of keeping things simple.
Most of our misunderstandings about God, His Word and His world stem not from having wrong
answers, but asking the wrong questions in the first place. In this book, you will find the most
necessary questions asked and answered. Christianity is not afraid of investigation and stands up
to every challenge that has ever been brought since the day of Pentecost. In this book, you will
find Pastor Goerner destroys every argument and every lofty opinion that is raised against the
knowledge of God and takes every thought captive to obey Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). As a
former Muslim and now a Christian apologist, | cannot help but wish that I had this book when |
was searching for the truth!

— Yuce Kabakci, Former Muslim,
Christian Apologist

Aaron Goerner has given us a fresh look at the religion of Islam as insightful dialog with actual
Muslims. The issues are joined. The author, while warm and kind to his correspondents, does not
hesitate to insist on facing the issues as confronted. | learned about Islam from this volume. It
helped me better understand the stumbling blocks which have separated Islam from historical
Christianity. In this, it is very helpful. Another positive aspect is its length. It’s almost terse.
Readers don’t get lost in detailed rhetoric. As I read it, | was reminded of something J. I. Packer
said at a conference in Belfast, N. Ireland: “Dialog does not bring reformation; it comes through
healthy controversy.” This book is friendly controversy and, if believed, will bring about
reformation.

— Dr. Kenneth G. Smith, D.D. Pastor and Adjunct Professor of Pastoral
Theology, Geneva College



The chasm between Islam and Christianity is an eternal one. These faiths are not merely
alternative assessments of ultimate matters, but incompatible belief systems with conflicting
commitments. They present contradictory views of God, Scripture, Christ and redemption. One
is true; one is not. With commendable clarity and compelling compassion, Aaron Goerner
unfolds a number of the radical differences between Christianity and Islam, and calls his readers
to life-giving faith in Jesus Christ — the Way, the Truth and the Life. Employing actual
correspondence with both the curious and committed, Goerner gently directs those within Islam
to consider the irrevocable facts and implications of Jesus Christ’s life, death and resurrection.
This book shines light in darkness, renders hope for the hopeless, and persuasively presents the
pure truth of the Christian Gospel—the sole source of eternal hope. To all those who find the
well of Islam dry, come to the Living Water and drink your fill.

— Christian Professor
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INTRODUCTION

The Bible teaches that Jesus died on the cross for sin:

For what I received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on
the third day according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

Islam denies Jesus’ death on the cross based on the following passage from the Qur’an:

And because of their saying: We slew the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, Allah’s
messenger— they slew him not nor crucified him, but it appeared so unto them;
and lo! those who disagree concerning it are in doubt thereof; they have no
knowledge thereof save pursuit of a conjecture; they slew him not for certain.
(An-Nisa 4.157)

Over the years | have dialogued with hundreds of Muslims from around the world, including
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iran, Kuwait, Libya, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United States, Yemen, and
Zimbabwe. | have presented the following questions to Muslims:

If you prove that Jesus did not die on the cross, then you disprove Christianity.
On the other hand, if Jesus was crucified then isn’t the Qur’an wrong? Why
believe the Qur’an when it contradicts what God had revealed before
Muhammad?

These questions have led to substantial correspondence. | have put together a collection of my
dialogue into this e-book so that you might know why Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living
God.

Psalm 25:4-5
Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and
teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.

Proverbs 4:7-9

“Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get
understanding. Esteem her, and she will exalt you; embrace her, and she will
honor you. She will set a garland of grace on your head and present you with a
crown of splendor.”
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JESUS’ DEATH ON THE CROSS AND
THE QUR’AN

WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES IS NOT TAUGHT IN THE QUR’AN:

BACKGROUND

hristianity is rooted in God’s work in history. There is a connection between what
Christians believe and what God has done in the world He created.

The Christian J. Gresham Machen wrote:

The primitive Church was concerned not merely with what Jesus had said, but
also, and primarily, with what Jesus had done. The world was to be redeemed
through the proclamation of an event. And with the event went the meaning of
the event; and the setting forth of the event with the meaning of the event was
doctrine. These two elements are always combined in the Christian message.
The narration of the facts is history; the narration of the facts with the meaning
of the facts is doctrine. “Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and
buried”—that is history. “He loved me and gave Himself for me”—that is
doctrine. Such was the Christianity of the primitive Church (Christianity and
Liberalism, 29).

George Eldon Ladd also pointed out the importance of history as it relates to the beliefs of
Christianity:

The uniqueness and scandal of the Christian religion rests in the mediation of
revelation through historical events. The Hebrew-Christian faith stands apart
from the religions of its environment because it is an historical faith, whereas
they were religions rooted in mythology or the cycle of nature. The God of
Israel was the God of history, or the geschichtsgott, as German theologians so
vividly put it. The Hebrew-Christian faith did not grow out of lofty

! This text of Scripture summarizes the Christian Gospel. To learn more about it watch the
sermon by James White on this text.
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philosophical speculation or profound mystical experiences. It arose out of the
historical experiences of Israel, old and new, in which God made Himself
known. This fact imparts to the Christian faith a specific content and objectivity
which set it apart from others.... The Bible is not primarily a collection of the
religious ideas of a series of great thinkers. It is not first of all a system of
theological concepts, much less of philosophical speculations....The recital of
God’s historical acts is the substance of Christian proclamation (“The
Knowledge of God: The Saving Acts of God ” in ed., Carl F. H. Henry, Basic
Christian Doctrines [New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1962], 7-13).

God makes Himself known not only in His Words but also in His works; God works in history.
History matters because events that happen in history are true for everyone.

They [events pertaining to the Gospel] were true because they happened in
history, and things that happen in history are not just true for direct participants,
but are true for everyone (Michael Horton, “Heaven Came Down”; Modern
Reformation, Nov./Dec. 1995, Vol. 4, No. 6).

The relationship between Christian belief and history is important because hundreds of millions
of Muslims deny the historical event of Jesus’ death on the cross.

The Qur’an claims:

157 And because of their saying (in boast), “We killed Messiah 'lesa (Jesus), son
of Maryam (Mary), the Messenger of Allah,”—but they killed him not, nor
crucified him, but the resemblance of 'lesa (Jesus) was put over another man
(and they killed that man), and those who differ therein are full of doubts. They
have no (certain) knowledge, they follow nothing but conjecture. For surely;
they killed him not [i.e. 'lesa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary)]: *®But Allah
raised him ['lesa (Jesus)] up (with his body and soul) unto Himself (and he is in
the heavens). And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise (An-Nisa 4:157-158,
Muhsin Khan?).

Ibn ‘Abbas (d.68/687) a paternal cousin of Muhammad and esteemed by many Muslims as the

“father of Qur’an commentary” and “the Ocean [of knowledge],”commented on Qur’an 4:157-
158:

(And because of their saying: We slew the Messiah Jesus son of Mary, Allah's
messenger) Allah destroyed their man Tatianos [a Roman soldier]. (They slew
him not nor crucified, but it appeared so unto them) Allah made Tatianos look
like Jesus and so they killed him instead of him; (and lo! those who disagree
concerning it) concerning his killing (are in doubt thereof) in doubt about his
Killing; (they have no knowledge thereof save pursuit of a conjecture) not even

2 This translation of the Qur’an’s meaning is approved by the University of Medina and the
Saudi Dar al-Ifta. It is often distributed to Hajj pilgrims in Saudi Arabia. It is not just an
interpretation of the Qur’an’s meaning but also a commentary on the Qur’anic text.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noble_Qur%27an_(Hilali-Khan)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%60Abd_Allah_ibn_%60Abbas
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conjecture; (they slew him not for certain) i.e. certainly they did not kill him.
(Tafsir Ibn “Abbas, translated by Mokrane Guezzou, http://www.altafsir.com/)

The commentator al-Baydawi (d.685/1282), a good example of classical Islamic
interpretation, relates the following:

There is a story that a group of Jews insulted
Jesus and his mother, whereupon he
appealed to God against them. When God
transformed those [who had insulted them]
into monkeys and swine, the Jews took
counsel to kill Jesus. Then God told Jesus
that He would raise him up to heaven, and
so Jesus said to his disciples: “Who among
you will agree to take a form similar to mine
and die [in my place] and be crucified and
then go [straight] to paradise?” A man
among them offered himself, so God changed him into a form resembling Jesus’ and he
was killed and crucified.

Others say that a man pretended [to be a believer] in Jesus’ presence but then went off
and denounced him, whereupon God changed the man into a form similar to that of
Jesus, and that he was seized and crucified (translated in Francis E. Peters, Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam: The Classical Texts and Their Interpretation, vol. 1; “From
Covenant to Community,” chap.3, no.30 [Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1990],
151).

Islam’s denial of Jesus’ death on the cross is a radical redefinition of history.® Observation,
witness, testimony, and human analysis have little or no role in learning about what happened

® Some argue that the Qur’an does not deny the death of Jesus on the cross:

Certain falasifa and some Isma ‘7l commentators have interpreted this passage thus: the
Jews intended to destroy the person of Jesus completely; in fact, they crucified only his
nasut [humanity], his lahat [divinity] remained alive; cf. L. Massignon, Le Christ dans les
Evangiles selon Ghazali, in REI , 1932, 523-36, who cites texts of the Ras @il Ikhwan al-
Safa’ (ed. Bombay, iv, 115), a passage of Abt Hatim al-Razi (about 934), and another of
the Isma‘1li Mu’ayyad Shirazi (1077). But this interpretation was not generally accepted
and it may be said that there is unanimous agreement in denying the crucifixion [death of
Jesus on the cross]. The denial, furthermore, is in perfect agreement with the logic of the
Kur’an (Anawati, G.C. “‘Isa.” In The Encyclopaedia of Islam, ed. P. Bearman et al.
[Leiden: Brill, 1986-2004], CD-ROM version).

The small minority of Muslims who believe Jesus died on the cross do not interpret the
meaning of Jesus’ death in terms of atonement for sin. Nor do they believe in Jesus’ bodily
resurrection on the first day of the week for our justification (Romans 4:25; 1 Corinthians
15:3-4). To learn more about the Shia Ismaili view, see Khalil Andani, “They Killed Him
Not: The Crucifixion in Shi‘a Isma‘ili Islam.”



http://www.altafsir.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baidawi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ismailism
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http://dbmz6k5r32451.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/%E2%80%9CThey-Killed-Him-Not%E2%80%9D-The-Crucifixion-in-Shi%E2%80%98a-Isma%E2%80%98ili-Islam.pdf
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centuries ago at Golgotha. The only thing that ultimately matters is that Muhammad claimed an
angel revealed to him something about the past contrary to what was observed and recorded.
This is all in spite of the fact that Muhammad came hundreds of years after the event, lived
hundreds of miles away, and did not provide any evidence. Denying history has tragic

consequences, as can be seen in our day with those who deny the Holocaust.”

* The following paragraphs discuss questions some have raised about the number of Jews who
died in the Holocaust. They have important implications for varying details between the four
Gospels which Muslims often point to when denying the historic event of Jesus’ death on the
Cross.

How many Jews died at the hands of the Nazis? The second major axis around which
Holocaust denial turns is the number of victims. Paul Rassinier concluded in his 1978
book, Debunking the Genocide Myth...that “a minimum of 4,419,908 Jews succeeded in
leaving Europe between 1931 and 1945.” Therefore, he argued, far fewer than 6 million
died at the hands of the Nazis. Most Holocaust scholars, however, using reliable figures
and cross-checking them with other sources, place the total between 5.1 and 6.3 million
Jewish victims. And, of course, there were many millions more killed by the Nazis,
including gypsies, Poles, Serbs, Czechs, Soviet civilians, mentally and physically
handicapped patients, political prisoners, Soviet POWSs, and the countless civilians in
towns and villages throughout Europe who simply got in the way.

While estimates vary, there is independent corroboration among historians, using
different methods and different source materials. Indeed, the variation adds credibility to
the figure of around six million, for it would be more likely that the numbers were
“cooked” if they all came out the same. The fact that they do not come out the same but
are within a reasonable range of error variance gives us assurance that somewhere
between the earlier estimates of five million and more recent estimates of six million
Jews died in the Holocaust. Whether it is five or six million is central to the victims, but
from the point of view of whether the Holocaust took place it is irrelevant. Either figure
represents a large number of people. In any case, it was not several hundred thousand, or
“only” one or two million, as some deniers suggest . . . (Michael Shermer & Alex
Grobman, Denying History: Who Says the Holocaust Never Happened and Why Do They
Say It? [University of California Press, 2000], 174).
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EMAIL from Muslims:

=

Subject: We Believe...
To: Aaron Goerner

C+ We believe that Jesus was a great prophet and that his mother was a
pure woman. We don't believe in trinity, crucifixion, or the first sin or
savior. Excluding these four things and practicing Christ's teachings is
more than enough for Christians to be good human beings. Why
philosophizing and complicating things 2?7 11!

(- I WANT TO ANSWER THE QUESTION “Did Jesus die on the
cross? IM NOT SPEAK TO ANTAGONISE ANY RILIGIOU BUT TO
SAY THE FACT. ACCOUNDING TO QUR’AN, IT LET US REALISE
THAT JESUS DID NO DIE ON THE CROSS, GOD RAISED HIM UP
UNTO HIMSELF (4:157-158) WHILE BIBLE SAY JESUE WAS
CRUCIFIED (MATTHEW16:21) BUT IF YOU READ
(MATTEW27:30-37),(MARKS15;19-25)(LUK 23:26-27) SIMON
OF CYRENE WAS THE ONE THEY CRUCIFIED

> Many of the Muslims | have corresponded with have native languages other than English. In
order to preserve the authenticity of dialogue I have chosen not to change my Muslim
friends’ spelling, punctuation, use of capitalization, emphasis, and grammar. [’m hoping that
readers will be able to look beyond outward appearance of issues Muslims have raised and
the substance of my response. Muslims writing to me know English far better than I will ever
know their native languages. Likewise, | have chosen not to edit my responses to my Muslim
friends. Dialogue in real life is not editorially perfect.
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. Reply

Re: We Believe... (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»+

Greetings,
Please consider the facts behind the historical event of Jesus’ death on the cross:

The OId Testament prophets testified to Jesus’ death and burial. For example,
Isaiah wrote almost 700 years before Jesus:

Isaiah 53:7-9

He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth;
Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before
its shearers, So He did not open His mouth.

By oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as for His
generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the
living For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due?
His grave was assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in
His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in
His mouth.

Jesus testified to His death on multiple occasions. Here are a few examples:

Matthew 16:21

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go
to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief
priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third
day be raised to life.

Matthew 20:17-19

Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples
aside and said to them,

“We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the
chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death
and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and
crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!”

Matthew 26:1-2

When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples,
“As you know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will
be handed over to be crucified.”
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Matthew 26:6-12

While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the
Leper,

a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume,
which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table.

When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?”” they
asked.

“This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given
to the poor.”

Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman?
She has done a beautiful thing to me.

The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me.
When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for
burial.

Here are some eyewitnesses to the death of Jesus on the cross:

Mary Magdalene

Mary the mother of James and Joseph

Mary the mother of Jesus

The disciple whom Jesus loved (John 19:26)

Here is a list of names of people who participated in the burial of Jesus’ dead body:
Joseph of Arimathea
Nicodemus
Mary Magdalene
Mary the mother of James and Joseph

Even non-Christian sources wrote that Jesus died:
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» Josephus (Jewish historian born around AD 37 and died AD 100) refers to
Jesus’ death (Antiquities 18.3.3).°

» Tacitus (AD 55-120), a renowned historian of ancient Rome wrote around AD
115 that Christ was “executed” by Pilate (Annals 15.44).78

The law/Torah requires that a matter be established by two or three witnesses
(Deuteronomy 17:6-7). Therefore, the testimonies of Jesus, Old Testament prophets,
Jesus’ followers, non-Christian historians, etc. is true, legal, and believable compared to
the testimony of Muhammad (or the Qur’an), which was written nearly 600 years after
the event. To put it simply, the Law of Moses makes it unlawful to believe the Qur’an.

Here is another reason why it is unlawful to believe the Qur’an. Muhammad’s claim that
the angel Gabriel spoke to him is an HISTORICAL CLAIM. What historical evidence is
there that the angel Gabriel spoke to Muhammad? Is there eyewitness testimony, or is

® The text reads, “When Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men among us, had
condemned him to the cross...”

This passage, called the Testimonium Flavianum, is disputed, and its entirety should not be
accepted as original to Josephus. However, the renowned scholars John P. Meier and Joseph
Klausner accept the reference to Jesus’ crucifixion as authentic.

John P. Meier’s discussion of the Testimonium Flavianum is said by some to be one of the
most judicious ever penned:

He [Meier] carefully applies the historical method to the so-called Testimonium
Flavianum in Antiquities of the Jews 18.3.3 and comes up with a statement about Jesus as
a sage and miracle worker who gained a following, was crucified by Pilate and whose
following continued on even in the 90s when Josephus wrote (Meier, “Marginal Jew,”
1:60-61 in Ben Witherington, The Jesus Quest: The Third Search for the Jew of
Nazareth, second edition [Downers Grove, IL: Inver-Varsity, 1995], 200).

Joseph Klausner suggests the following reconstruction to be original to Josephus:

Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man... For he was a doer of wonderful
works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both
many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles ... and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the
principal men among us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first
ceased not [so to do] ... and the race of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct
even now (Jesus of Nazareth [London, 1929], 55-56).

" “Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign
of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus...”

The earliest manuscript fragment from the Gospels is of Jesus’ trial before Pilate (watch
Experts’ Evidence for Jesus’ Trial).

8 Another non-Christian piece of evidence is the Munich Talmud which, some believe, contains
the actual charge sheets brought against Jesus by the Jews.
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Muhammad the only witness to his claim that Gabriel spoke to him? The Bible says
such claims as Muhammad made need to be established on the testimony of two or three
witnesses. Unlike Moses and Jesus, Muhammad was the only witness to what he
claimed concerning the angel Gabriel. This means that believing Muhammad’s claim is
a violation of God’s Law and is especially sinful because he contradicted the previously
validated and lawful testimony of Moses and Jesus.

I have read that the Qur’an requires four witnesses when a woman is accused of adultery
(Al-Maeda 4:15; Al-Noor 24:4; cf. 2:282). Of course, adultery is a serious charge, and
witnesses should be required. And yet, Muhammad’s claim that the Christian Scriptures
are adulterated is an even more serious claim. What testimony/witnesses did Muhammad
give to support his allegation that the Christian Scriptures are adulterated?

Muhammad lacks witnesses that the angel Gabriel spoke to him. Muhammad lacks
witnesses that the words he spoke are more authoritative than the Christian Scriptures.
Muhammad did not and could not produce superior testimony to the historical fact ° of
Jesus’ death on the cross, and neither can you.

Even though it claims certainty, An-Nisa 4:157 is an historical claim that is far from
historical certainty:

004.157

YUSUF ALI: That they said (in boast), “We killed Christ Jesus the son of
Mary, the Messenger of Allah”—Dbut they killed him not, nor crucified
him, but so it was made to appear to them, and those who differ therein are
full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow,
for of a surety they killed him not:

PICKTHAL: And because of their saying: We slew the Messiah, Jesus
son of Mary, Allah's messenger—they slew him not nor crucified him, but
it appeared so unto them; and lo! those who disagree concerning it are in
doubt thereof; they have no knowledge thereof save pursuit of a
conjecture; they slew him not for certain.

SHAKIR: And their saying: Surely we have killed the Messiah, Isa son of
Marium, the messenger of Allah; and they did not Kill him nor did they
crucify him, but it appeared to them so (like Isa) and most surely those
who differ therein are only in a doubt about it; they have no knowledge

° Richard Evans, Regius Professor of Modern History at Cambridge University, defines a
historical fact as something that happened and that historians attempt to discover through
verification procedures (In Defense of History [New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1999], 93;
referenced by Michael Licona, The Resurrection of Jesus [Downers Grove, IL: Inver-Varsity,
20101, 93).
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respecting it, but only follow a conjecture, and they killed him not for
sure. 10

The Qur’an’s claim was made hundreds of years after the event and has no historical
support from the first century; none of Jesus’ followers wrote or testified that Jesus only
appeared to die on the cross. The Qur’an does not explain who died on the cross, it does
not explain whether the disciples of Jesus were deceived, and it does not explain why
Allah has allowed the world to be deceived (or did Allah deceive the world?) about this
for hundreds of years. It is Muslims who conjecture; Muslims who have no certain
knowledge; Muslims who are full of doubts about what actually happened during the
crucifixion. All Christians (Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant) agree that Jesus
died on the cross. To be sure, Christians don’t agree about everything. There’s a lot we
disagree about. But one thing Christians all agree about is the death of Jesus on the
cross. Even non-Christian historians are in overwhelming agreement about the
historicity of Jesus’ death on the cross.!*

Christianity is a religion whose beliefs about God, sin, the meaning and purpose of life,
good works, God’s justice, and what happens after death are rooted in historic events.
What we believe about these things is not based upon imagination or philosophical
speculation. Rather, our beliefs are rooted in what God has done in the real world.

10

11

There are several translations of the meaning of the Qur’an. | typically use translations done
by Muslims such as Yusuf Ali, Marmaduke Pickthal, Shakir, and Muhsin Khan.

Excellent sites for the Qur’an and listening to its recitation in Arabic are: Qur’an; Quran
Explorer; and Searchtruth.com. To listen to recitation of specific verses of the Arabic Quran
see Corpus Quran Translation. For a word by word annotated grammar and linguistic
analysis of the Arabic Quran see Quranic Arabic Corpus.

“That he was crucified is as sure as anything historical can ever be. For if no follower of
Jesus had written anything for one hundred years after his crucifixion, we would still know
about him from two authors not among his supporters. Their names are Flavius Josephus and
Cornelius Tacitus” (John Dominic Crossan, Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography [New York:
HarperOne, 1995], 145).

“One of the most certain facts of history is that Jesus was crucified on orders of the Roman
prefect of Judea, Pontius Pilate” (Bart Ehrman, The Historical Jesus: Lecture Transcript and
Course Guidebook, Part 2 of 2 [Chantilly, VA: The Teaching Company, 2000], 162).
Elsewhere Ehrman argues that the crucifixion of Jesus is one of the pieces of evidence that
Jesus was a historical figure, “Who would make up the idea of a crucified messiah? No Jew
that we know of...If it is hard to imagine Jews inventing the idea of a crucified messiah,
where did the idea come from? It came from historical realities” (Ehrman, Did Jesus Exist?
The Historical Argument for Jesus of Nazareth [New York: HarperOne, 2012], 163-164).

“Jesus’ death as a consequence of crucifixion is indisputable” (Gert Liidemann, The
Resurrection of Christ: A Historical Inquiry [Amherst, NY: Prometheus, 2004], 50).
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Christianity is an historical phenomenon, like the Roman Empire, or
the Kingdom of Prussia, or the United States of America. And as an
historical phenomenon it must be investigated on the basis of historical
evidence (J. Gresham Machen, Christianity and Liberalism, 20).

Central to Christianity are the historic events of Jesus’ death on the cross, His burial, and
His bodily resurrection. If you disprove the historicity of any of these three events, then
you disprove Christianity. On the other hand, if you reject Christianity, you are rejecting
history. You are rejecting what God has done in the real world through Jesus.

Serious problems arise when a person’s beliefs about the world don’t correspond to the
real world. The story is told of a certain psychiatric patient who kept insisting that he
was dead. Doctors tried and tried to persuade him that he was alive and not dead with
little success. Finally, they decided to prove this by explaining to him scientifically that
dead people don’t bleed, only living people. After observing autopsies, hearing
explanations of how the circulatory system works, and reading medical textbooks, the
psychiatric patient finally confessed, “All right, I guess only living people bleed.”

As soon as the patient admitted this truth, one of the doctors whipped out a pin and
plunged it into the psychiatric patient’s veins. The doctors started shouting, “You’re
bleeding. You’re bleeding! What does that mean?”’

The psychiatric patient looked at his bleeding arm and exclaimed, “DEAD PEOPLE
REALLY DO BLEED!”

In the psychiatric patient’s mind, he was DEAD. But
what was in his mind didn’t at all correspond to
reality.*?

Islam has a similar problem. Its claim that Jesus did not
die on the cross does not correspond to reality. It
doesn’t correspond to history.

Worship must correspond to what God has
done and revealed in the world we live.

An honest look at the facts leads to the conclusion that
the Christian Scriptures are superior to the Qur’an
because of the superior evidence available
demonstrating the death of Jesus on the cross.

| invite you to embrace Christianity as the truth and only way of salvation. Jesus said, “I
told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that | am the one I claim
to be, you will indeed die in your sins” (John 8:24). Believe in Jesus, and be baptized for
the forgiveness of your sins, and you can have certainty that you will inherit eternal life.

12 This story is adapted from John Warwick Montgomery, “Death of the ‘Death of God’.” In
Suicide of Christian Theology (Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship, 1970), 122. Dr.
Montgomery’s point is that “if you hold unsound presuppositions with sufficient tenacity,
facts will make no difference to you at all.”
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This certainty is rooted in what God has done in the real world with respect to the death
of Jesus on the cross, His burial, resurrection, and ascension into heaven.*3

Regards,
Aaron

3 A bibliography of resources on Jesus’ death on the cross as it relates to Islam can be found at
the Bible-Quran website.
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Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND MUSLIM
AGNOSTICISM

THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT THE DEATH OF JESUS IS OF FIRST IMPORTANCE:

1 Corinthians 15:3-4

For what I received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according
to the Scriptures.

BACKGROUND

importance to which God’s people are to hold fast (1 Corinthians 15:1-4).** Without these
historic events, our faith would be in vain (1 Corinthians 15:14-15). Samuel Zwemer,
nicknamed the Apostle to Islam, wrote of the importance of the cross to Christianity.

I t bears repetition that the historical events of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection are of first

If the cross is anything to the mind, it is surely everything—the most profound
reality and the sublimest mystery. One comes to realize that literally all the
wealth and glory of the gospel centres here. The Cross is the pivot as well as the
centre of New Testament thought. It is the exclusive mark of the Christian faith,
the symbol of Christianity and its cynosure. The more unbelievers deny its
crucial character, the more do believers find in it the key to the mysteries of sin
and suffering. We rediscover the apostolic emphasis on the Cross when we read

¥ Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians 15 follows his earlier teaching about the church’s
remembrance of Jesus’ death in the Lord’s Supper.

ZFor | received from the Lord what | also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night
he was betrayed, took bread,

%and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you;
do this in remembrance of me.”

5In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in
my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

%For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

The church’s observance of the Lord’s Supper is an important testimony to the death of
Jesus and goes back to Jesus’ teaching. If Jesus did not die on the cross, then how do
Muslims explain this practice going back to the earliest days of Christianity? (See William
Henry Temple Gairdner, The Eucharist as Historical Evidence [Cairo: The Nile Mission
Press, 1910].)

21
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the gospel with Moslems. We find that although the offence of the Cross
remains, its magnetic power is irresistible (Samuel Zwemer, The Glory of the
Cross [London: Marshall, Organ & Scott, 1928], 5).

By way of contrast, Muslims have forgotten, they do not recite, and they do not believe in the
central truths of what God has done in history (cf. 1 Corinthians 11:23-25; 15:1-4).%°
Furthermore, as we will learn in a later chapter—A Question Muslims Have Been Unable to
Answer—Islam claims to remember an event in primordial history that everyone has forgotten.

Christian beliefs (doctrine) correspond to what God has done in the real world—flesh-and-blood
history. The Good News is about God’s work and not man’s work, philosophy, imagination,
speculation, tradition, etc.

The Relationship between Doctrine and History

In my studies I have found that J. Gresham Machen speaks most clearly to the relationship
between history and doctrine:

The student of the New Testament should be primarily
an historian. The centre and core of all the Bible is
history. Everything else that the Bible contains is fitted
into an historical framework and leads up to an historical
climax. The Bible is primarily a record of events.

The Bible contains a record of something that has
happened, something that puts a new face upon life.
What that something is, is told us in Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John. It is the life and death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. The authority of the Bible should be
tested here at the central point. Is the Bible right about
Jesus?...1f it is wrong here, then its authority is gone.
The question must be faced. What shall we think about
Jesus of Nazareth? (J. Gresham Machen, “History and
Faith,” The Princeton Theological Review, 13.3 [July 1915], 337-351).

J. Gresham Machen (1881-1937)

...if religion be made independent of history there is no such thing as a gospel.
For “gospel” means “good news,” tidings, information about something that has
happened. A gospel independent of history is a contradiction in terms (J.
Gresham Machen, Christianity and Liberalism [New York: Macmillan, 1924],
121).

> “The Qur’an, indeed, is a book about memory and remembrance, with the often repeated
claim to be first and foremost dhikr, or tadhkira, a reminder” (see Qur’an 74:54; 81:27)
(Angelika Neuwirth, “Qur’an, Crisis and Memory.” In Neuwirth and Pflitsch, eds., Crisis
and Memory [Beiruter Texte und Studien, 2001], 115).
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It must certainly be admitted, then, that Christianity does depend upon
something that happened; our religion must be abandoned altogether unless at a
definite point in history Jesus died as a propitiation for the sins of men.
Christianity is certainly dependent upon history (idem.).

Here are several more quotes from Christians highlighting that the Good News of the gospel has
to do with God’s work in history:

The Christian faith is . . . an historical faith . . . it is bound up with certain
happenings in the past, and if these happenings could be shown never to have
occurred . . . then the . . . Christian faith . . . would be found to have been built
on sand (Alan Richardson, Christian Apologetics [London: SCM, 1947], 91;
cited in Ronald H. Nash, Christian Faith and Historical Understanding [Dallas:
Word Publishing/Probe Books, 1984], 12).

The Gospel is about historical facts. Unless these can be examined and tested,
preaching loses its integrity and conviction (Clark Pinnock, “Toward A Rational
Apologetic Based Upon History,” Bulletin of the Evangelical Theological
Society 11 [Summer 1968], 147-48).

Biblical faith is based upon history (I.H. Marshall, Luke: Historian and
Theologian, [Milton Keynes, UK: Paternoster, 1970], 37).

Faith is dependent on historical facts (ibid., 46).

Whether we are comfortable with it or not, Christianity does indeed stand or fall
on certain historical facts—not merely historical claims, but historical facts.
Among these facts that are most crucial to Christian faith is that of Jesus’
resurrection from the dead. The Christian faith is not mere faith in faith—ours
or someone else’s—»but rather, a belief about the significance of certain
historical events. Paul was quite right to say that if Christ was not raised,
Christians are the most pitiable of all human beings. They are believers in a lie
if Christ is not raised. If Christ is not raised, it also changes the way we may
look at God.

[...]

Any position in which claims about Jesus or the resurrection are removed from
the realm of historical reality and placed in a subjective realm of personal belief
or some realm that is immune to human scrutiny does Jesus and the resurrection
no service and no justice. It is a ploy of desperation to suggest that Christian
faith would be little affected if Jesus was not actually raised from the dead in
space and time. This is the approach of people who want to maintain their faith
even at the expense of historical reality or the facts. A person who gives up on
the historical foundations of the Christian faith has in fact given up on the
possibility of any real continuity between his or her own faith and that of a
Peter, Paul, James, John, Mary Magdalene, or Priscilla. Whatever may be said
about such an approach today, its nonhistorical faith is not the faith that the
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early Christians lived and died for. They had an interest in historical reality,
especially the historical reality of Jesus and his resurrection, because they
believed their faith, for better or worse, was grounded in it (Ben Witherington,
New Testament History: A Narrative Account [Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2001],
166,167).

The Christian stake in history is immense. Every aspect of lived Christianity—
worship, sacraments, daily godliness, private devotion, religiously inspired
benevolence, preaching—and every major theme of Christian theology—the
nature of God in relation to the world, the meaning of Christ, the character of
salvation, the fate of the universe—directly or indirectly involves questions
about how the present relates to the past (Mark Noll, “History.” In Dictionary
for the Theological Interpretation of the Bible. Edited by Kevin J. Vanhoozer
[Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005], 295).

As was stated earlier, news/history is important because events that happen in history are not
only true for the participants but for everyone. This is one of the reasons history is studied in
universities and why newspapers and news shows are so popular.

A fundamental problem with Islam is that it is dependent on history, and yet it also denies
history. Islam denies what others observed and recorded about history, and it affirms what
Muhammad never observed.

To explain further, the Qur’an is allegedly Allah’s word. But Islam’s reception of the Qur’an is
dependent on a man (Muhammad)’s recitation. Furthermore, Muhammad’s recitation was
compiled into a book (mushaf) by men after his death. If Muhammad did not exist and if his
recitation was not compiled, then Islam would not exist. This is to say that Islam is dependent
upon history.

Passages in the Qur’an that Speak About Jesus’ Death and Resurrection

Islam’s dependence upon history is also its downfall because it denies the history of Jesus’ death
on the cross. Jesus’ death is an event in history. It is something Jesus taught about. Jesus’ death
was observed by other witnesses. It was confirmed by Christians, Jews, and Romans alike.

Qur’an 4:157 is the only verse in the Qur’an that refers to the crucifixion of Jesus,® and there are
several other verses that speak about Jesus’ death and/or ascension. Taken together, these
passages require some amount of interpretation and reconciling with the belief that Jesus did not
die on the cross (I have bracketed some of the key Arabic words that pertain to the crucifixion
and Jesus’ death. Click on the links for a word-by-word annotated grammar and linguistic
analysis of these passages from the Quranic Arabic Corpus):

Qur’an 3:55

'8 This is remarkable, seeing how central the crucifixion and death of Jesus on the cross is to
Christianity.
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% [Mention] when Allah said, “O Jesus, indeed I will take you [mutawaffika]
and raise you to Myself and purify you from those who disbelieve and make
those who follow you [in submission to Allah alone] superior to those who
disbelieve until the Day of Resurrection. Then to Me is your return, and | will
judge between you concerning that in which you used to differ. (Sahih
International)

Qur’an 4:157-159

157 And [for] their saying, “Indeed, we have killed the Messiah, Jesus, the son of
Mary, the messenger of Allah .” And they did not kill him, nor did they crucify
him; but [another] was made to resemble him to them [walakin shubbiha
lahum]. And indeed, those who differ over it are in doubt about it. They have no
knowledge of it except the following of assumption. And they did not Kkill him,
for certain.

1%8Rather, Allah raised him [rafa ‘ahu] to Himself. And ever is Allah Exalted in
Might and Wise.

19 And there is none from the People of the Scripture but that he will surely
believe in Jesus before his death [mawtihi] [There is ambiguity here. Is “his
death” a reference to Jesus’ death? Or is it a reference to a Jew’s or a Christian’s
death]. And on the Day of Resurrection he will be against them a witness.
(Sahih International)

Depending on the translation of the Arabic word tawaffaytani, Qur’an 5:117 has Jesus speaking
to God about his ascension or death. The Sahih International translates:

7] said not to them except what You commanded me—to worship Allah, my
Lord and your Lord. And I was a witness over them as long as | was among
them; but when You took me up [tawaffaytani], You were the Observer over
them, and You are, over all things, Witness. (Sahih International; emphasis
added)

Shakir translates:

171 said not say to them aught save what Thou didst enjoin me with: That serve
Allah, my Lord and your Lord, and | was a witness of them so long as | was
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among them, but when Thou didst cause me to die [tawaffaytani],*” Thou wert
the watcher over them, and Thou art witness of all things. (emphasis added)

Qur’an 19:33 and its larger context makes reference to Jesus dying and being raised to life:

Qur’an 19:30-37

%0 [Jesus] said, “Indeed, | am the servant of Allah. He has given me the
Scripture and made me a prophet.

31And He has made me blessed wherever | am and has enjoined upon me prayer
and zakah as long as | remain alive

%2And [made me] dutiful to my mother, and He has not made me a wretched
tyrant.

%And peace is on me the day | was born and the day I will die [amiitu] and the
day | am raised [ub'‘athu] alive.”

%That is Jesus, the son of Mary—the word of truth about which they are in
dispute.

%1t is not [befitting] for Allah to take a son; exalted is He! When He decrees an
affair, He only says to it, “Be,” and it is.

[Jesus said], “And indeed, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him.
That is a straight path.”

37 Then the factions differed [concerning Jesus] from among them, so woe to
those who disbelieved—from the scene of a tremendous Day. (Sahih
International)

7 Ahmadiyya Muslims interpret tawaffaytant as referring to Jesus’ death (not ascension),
which they believed did not happen at the cross but when Jesus was 120. They also interpret
a related tradition (hadith) in the same way.

Narrated Ibn 'Abbas:

The Prophet stood up among us and addressed (saying) “You will be gathered,
barefooted, naked, and uncircumcised (as Allah says): ‘As We began the first creation,
We shall repeat it...” (21.104) And the first human being to be dressed on the Day of
Resurrection will be (the Prophet) Abraham Al-Khalil. Then will be brought some men of
my followers who will be taken towards the left (i.e., to the Fire), and I will say: ‘O Lord!
My companions whereupon Allah will say: You do not know what they did after you left
them. | will then say as the pious slave, Jesus said, ‘I was a witness of them so long as |
was among them, but when Thou didst cause me to die (tawaffaytani) Thou wast
Watcher over them...the All-Wise’ (Quran 5.117-118). The narrator added: Then it will
be said that those people (relegated from Islam, that is) kept on turning on their heels
(deserted Islam) (Bukhari, Volume 8, Book 76, Number 533). (See Maulana Hafiz Sher
Mohammad, The Death of Jesus According to Islamic Sources: Evidence of the Hadith).

The hadiths are part of the sayings, actions, and approvals of Muhammad (sunnah). They are
a source of revelation for Muslims second to the Qur’an (Qur’an 33:21; 2:151). Highlighting
the importance of these traditions is the Muslim saying, “Know that Islam is the Sunnah, and
the Sunnah is Islam”—meaning that one cannot be established without the other.
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Joseph Cumming, after surveying Muslim commentators on the above passages, gives a list of
ten interpretations as to the Qur’an’s teaching about the crucifixion.

1) The substitution theory (God caused someone else to appear to be Jesus, and
this substitute was crucified in place of Jesus, while God took Jesus directly
to heaven).

2) The sleep/swoon theory (Jesus did not die on the cross and was revived in the
tomb. This is the view of Ahmadiyya Muslims.).

3) Translating mutawaffika in Qur’an 3:55 to mean “seize.”'® Qur’an 3:55 is
then interpreted to mean that Jesus did not die but was seized, “I am seizing
you alive without death on the cross.” 1

4) Chronological transposition—references to Jesus’ death in the Qur’an refer to
Jesus’ future return to the earth after which time he will die.?

5) God “brought an end to Jesus’ earthly lifespan.”

6) God “took Jesus totally, in body and soul.”

7) Agnosticism as to when and how the dying and rising take place.

8) The Sufi vision that Jesus died to his carnal desires and gratifications.

9) “Like the martyrs, Jesus died a real death, but is alive with God” (This is the
view of Shi‘a Isma’ili Muslims).?*

18 Elsewhere in the Qur’an, derived forms of the trilateral root waw fa ya are translated to
mean “death” and not “seize.” It is sometimes argued that if “seize” were meant, another
Arabic word would have been used.

19 Gordon Nickel says the Muslim interpretive tradition generally understood Qur’an 3:55 as
denying the death of Jesus on the cross and lists the following Muslim scholars: MUQATIL,
Tafsir, |, pp. 278-279. AL-FARRA’, Kitab Ma ‘ant al-Qur’an, |, pp. 218-219. ‘Abd al-
Razzaq ibn Hammam ibn Nafi* AL-SAN‘ANI, Tafsir al-Qur’an al- ‘Aziz, Tafsir ‘Abd al-
Razzaq (Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifa, 1991), 1, p. 129. AL-TABARI, Jami ‘ al-bayan, VI, pp. 454-
461. AL-ZAMAKHSHARI, al-Kashshaf, 1, pp. 359-360. AL-RAZI, Mafatih al-Ghayb,
VI, pp. 65-71. ALQURTUBI, al-Jami ‘ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an, pp. 98-101. IBN KATHIR,
Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘A_im, |1, pp.43-45 (in A Common Word " in Context’: Toward the
Roots of Polemics Between Christians and Muslims in Early Islam, 21).

2 Muslim belief in Jesus’ future death is supported by the following hadith.

Narrated AbuHurayrah:

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: There is no prophet between me and him, that is,
Jesus (peace be upon him). He will descent [sic] (to the earth). When you see him,
recognise him: a man of medium height, reddish fair, wearing two light yellow garments,
looking as if drops were falling down from his head though it will not be wet. He will
fight the people for the cause of Islam. He will break the cross, kill swine, and abolish
jizyah. Allah will perish all religions except Islam. He will destroy the Antichrist and will
live on the earth for forty years and then he will die. The Muslims will pray over him
(Sunan Abu Dawud, Book 37, Number 4310).
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10) Real, literal death and resurrection, which corresponds with the Christian
view.??

| do not speak Arabic, and | do not pretend to offer any philological, semantic, or grammatical
erudition to Qur’anic interpretation. | leave this to other experts. However, it is my
understanding that while in theory it may be possible to interpret the Qur’an as teaching Jesus
literally died on the cross and rose again from the dead (#10), Muslim commentators do not
believe it to be the most plausible meaning.

The vast majority of Muslim interpreters and Muslims have understood the Qur’an to mean that
Jesus did not die on the cross. In fact, this traditional interpretation is so strong that next to the
place where Muhammad is buried in Medina is an empty tomb that awaits Jesus’ future return
and death (see “Do Muslims Believe in Jesus?”).

It is recognized that “the qur’anic teaching about Jesus’ death is not entirely clear-cut,”?® and
when Muslims are pressed as to what happened at the cross, they often claim the agnostic view
(#7), saying something like, “Allah knows best.”

Agnosticism toward the historic event of Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension (work of
Jesus) is not belief. Rejecting the deity and Sonship of Jesus (person of Jesus) is even further
away from agnosticism.

2! Shi’a Islam comprises 9.5% of the world’s traditional Muslims. There are three branches of
Shi’a Islam: Twelvers (8%), Zaidis (less than 1%), and Isma’ilis (less than 0.5%). See Khalil
Andani, “‘They Killed Him Not’: The Crucifixion in Shi‘a Isma‘ili Islam.”

22 Adapted from Joseph Cumming, Did Jesus Die on the Cross? The History of Reflection on
the End of His Earthly Life in Sunni Tafsir Literature (Yale University, 2001).

The goal of Cumming’s study is to provide common ground between Christians and
Muslims. However, it should be understood that common ground based on possible and not
plausible Qur’anic interpretations is not solid. Solid common ground is conviction about the
historic reality of Jesus’ death on the cross and His resurrection from the dead on the first
day of the week. What Paul says is of first importance for salvation in 1 Corinthians 15:1-3
is not of first importance in the Qur’an or Islam. Damnably, countless Muslims have been
misled to disregard the event and significance of Jesus’ death on the cross, and His
resurrection from the dead on the first day of the week.

% Neal Robinson, “Jesus.” Encyclopaedia of the Qur an. General Editor: Jane Dammen
McAuliffe (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2005), CD-ROM version.
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History, Doctrine, and Muslim Agnosticism

EMAIL from Muslims:

=

Inbox

Subject: What’s So Important about the Crucifixion?
To: Aaron Goerner

C+ 1t's a pity that you consider crucifixion the core and essence of

Christianity. It's simplistic and naive to reduce the message of Christ
to crucifixion. You can be a good Christian without believing in
crucifixion. To most Christians I met, crucifixion is almost nothing,
and most of them have become secular and irreligious.

E;ﬂ Reply

Re: What’s So Important about the Crucifixion? (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,

If I were to give a list of things found in Christianity that are not found in the Qur’an,
then at the top of my list would be:

(1) The crucifixion of Jesus on the cross.
(2) The death of Jesus on the cross and the burial of His dead body.
(3) The resurrection of Jesus.

Most other questions of dispute flow from these three things. One thing | agree with
Ahmed Deedat about is his statement, “In a nutshell. No Crucifixion—No Christianity!”

Regards,
Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

JESUS IS GOD

BACKGROUND

T he first pillar of Islam, the shahada, states, “There is no god but God and Muhammad is
the prophet of God”:
The utterance of the statement in Arabic is required of all Muslims to signify
acceptance of Islam and thus it must be said at least once, with full intention, in
a lifetime. The shahada also plays a central role in the structure of the daily
prayer (salat) as well as in other life-cycle occasions and thus is repeated
frequently in a Muslim’s life. In the Qur’an the statement itself is not found as a
formula nor is there indication of the ritual act which later Islam has made
it...The content of the statement, however, and the phraseology of the two
elements. ..are in the Qur’an...%*

Muslims and Christians seek to worship God rightly. I always reassure my Muslim friends that
Christians are monotheists and believe “there is no God but one” (1 Corinthians 8:4).

Christians have always believed that knowing what Jesus taught, knowing what Jesus did, and
knowing Jesus helps us to know and rightly worship the one true God.

Jesus taught He came to fulfill the Law: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” The Apostle Paul wrote in a
similar manner, “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone
who believes.” That Jesus fulfilled the Law or is the “end” of the Law means that Jesus gives
fullest expression to the Law, including the greatest commandment of the Mosaic Law:

2% Andrew Rippin, “Witness to Faith.” Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an. General Editor: Jane
Dammen McAuliffe [Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2005], CD-ROM version.
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Jesus Is God

Deuteronomy 6:4-5

% Hear, O Israel: The LoRrRD (Yahweh) our God, the LORD is one.

® Love the LORD (Yahweh) your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength.

Jesus affirmed Deuteronomy 6:4-5 when asked which was the greatest and most important of all
the commandments:

Mark 12:28-30

29 “The most important one...is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord
is one.

30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength.’

Every Christian believes Deuteronomy 6:4, but Jesus brought this commandment to fuller
expression and understanding by teaching that He is Yahweh:

John 8:56-58 Exodus 3:13-14

56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the 13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the
thought of seeing my day; he saw it and Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
was glad.” fathers has sent me to you,” and they ask me,
" “You are not yet fifty years old,” the ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell
Jews said to him, “and you have seen them?”

Abraham!” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This
58 <7 tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM
“before Abraham was born, | am!” has sent me to you.’”

%9 At this, they picked up stones to stone

him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away

from the temple grounds.

The Jews rightly understood that Jesus made divine claims. However, they wrongly condemned
Jesus to death for blasphemy.

Jesus gives full expression to Yahweh’s oneness: “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30).

When Jesus’ disciple asked, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us,” Jesus
answered:

John 14:9-10

® “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us
the Father’?

19 “Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The
words | say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me,
who is doing his work.”



Jesus Is God

Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law, meaning that He gives fullest expression to God’s Law,
including our understanding of monotheism and Yahweh’s Oneness. Christianity has always
been monotheistic. Jesus taught monotheism. The Apostles taught monotheism. But Jesus
defined and expressed monotheism as being Trinitarian:

v The Father is God.

v" The Son is God.

v The Holy Spirit is God.
v There is only one God.

By confessing Jesus to be God, Christians are not abolishing the Law. Rather, we are affirming
that Jesus is the end/fulfillment of the Law. To reject the deity of Jesus is to reject the first and
greatest commandment. If you don’t believe in Jesus, then you don’t believe in Moses; in fact,
Moses never taught a unitarian monotheism (“The Bible and Monotheism™).

If you do not believe Jesus is God, then you do not believe in the one true God. Jesus said, “Now
this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent” (John 17:3).%°

This may raise questions in some people’s minds such as: Did Old Testament believers believe
in God, since the doctrine of the Trinity had not been fully revealed? The answer is, “Of course
they believed in God.” God revealed Himself gradually, over time and through His works,
culminating with the work of Jesus Christ:

God in his Triunity decisively reveals himself through the redemptive work of
Christ in the NT. The full revelation of the character of God, the being of God,
and the logical self-consistency of God comes in the form of a climax of
redemption in the person and work of Christ.

Before the coming of NT [New Testament] redemption, human beings knew
God less fully. This deficiency is not an incidental fact arising merely from
some mental or moral deficiency in the individual or the society. It is an

% “The first commandment is, ‘Thou shalt have none other gods beside Me,” and that is the
foundation of the true religion. As there is only one God so there can be only one gospel. If
God has really done something in Christ on which salvation of the world depends, and if he
has made it known, then it is a Christian duty to be intolerant of everything which ignores,
denies, or explains it away. The man who perverts it is the worst enemy of God and men;
and it is not bad temper or narrow-mindedness in St. Paul which explains this vehement
language [Galatians 1:4-8], it is the jealousy of God which has kindled in a soul redeemed
by the death of Christ a corresponding jealousy of the Saviour. It is intolerant only as Peter
is intolerant when he says, ‘Neither is there salvation in any other’ (Acts 4:12), or John,
when he says, ‘He that hath the Son hath the life; he that hath not the Son of God hath not
the life’ (1 John 5:12); or Jesus Himself when He says, ‘No man knoweth the Father save
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal him’ (Matthew 11:27)” (James
Denney, The Death of Christ, 53).



http://www.bible-quran.com/trinitarian-monotheism-or-unitarian-monotheism/
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Jesus Is God

inevitable consequence of the very structure of history and the structure of
redemption. Human knowledge of God can grow only in step with the
redemptive operations that work out God’s plan. Consequently, God’s
Trinitarian character is only dimly revealed and dimly understood in the OT.
Trinitarian theology in its full form rests on NT revelation.?

The reason Christians are Trinitarian monotheists is rooted in the life, teaching, death,
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus.?” The unitarian monotheism of Islam stems from a rejection
of God’s covenant and work in history (cf. Genesis 15; 22; Exodus 3:10-17; Deuteronomy 5:6-9;
Matthew 26:26-28; Hebrews 8-10).

My Muslim friend, | encourage you to read the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) and
answer the question, “Who is Jesus?”

% Vern Sheridan Poythress, “Reforming Ontology and Logic in the Light of the Trinity: An
Application of Van Til’s Idea of Analogy.” Westminster Theological Journal, Volume
57:214.

% See the chapter Jesus had no claim on divinity?




Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

TAWHID, TRINITY
AND MONOTHEISM

THE BIBLICAL TEACHING ABOUT MONOTHEISM IS NOT TAUGHT IN THE QUR’AN:

BACKGROUND

monotheism (tawhid) is Unitarian, and the Christian understanding of the One God is

At the core of Islam and Christianity is belief in One God. Muslim understanding of
Trinitarian.

The Muslim doctrine of monotheism is mentioned more than 260 times in the Muhsin Khan
Interpretation of the Meanings of the Qur’an®®and is confessed in the shahada, the first pillar of
Islam:

&) Jgmy daaa & Y AN Y (14 ilaha illallah, Muhammadur rastlullah)
There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah.

The importance of monotheism in Christianity is emphasized by the first and greatest
commandment as taught by Moses and Jesus.

*Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. (Deuteronomy 6:4)

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that
Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments,
which is the most important?”

29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord
our God, the Lord is one.

30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength.’(Mark 12:28-30)

% For a list of every reference, see Monotheism in the Quran.
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Muslims have historically believed that Christian Trinitarian belief is shirk, assigning partners or
equals to God. This is no small thing because shirk is the unpardonable sin in Islam.

While the Qur’an contains strong warnings against shirk,? its formal rejection of the Trinity is
not the Trinity historically believed by Christians.®® Nevertheless, the Unitarian monotheism of

¥ Qur’an 34:20-24:
2And indeed Iblis (Satan) did prove true his thought about them, and they followed
him, all except a group of true believers (in the Oneness of Allah).
2 And he (Iblis Satan) had no authority over them, except that We might test him, who
believes in the Hereafter from him who is in doubt about it. And your Lord is a Hafiz
over everything. (All Knower of everything i.e. He keeps record of each and every
person as regards deeds, and then He will reward them accordingly).
22Say: (O Muhammad SAW to those polytheists, pagans, etc.) “Call upon those whom
you assert (to be associate gods) besides Allah, they possess not even the weight of an
atom (or a small ant), either in the heavens or on the earth, nor have they any share in
either, nor there is for Him any supporter from among them.
ZIntercession with Him profits not, except for him whom He permits. Until when fear is
banished from their (angels’) hearts, they (angels) say: “What is it that your Lord has
said?” They say: “The truth. And He is the Most High, the Most Great.”
#Say (O Muhammad SAW to these polytheists, pagans, etc.) “Who gives you provision
from the heavens and the earth?” Say: “Allah, And verily, (either) we or you are rightly
guided or in a plain error.” (Muhsin Khan).

Qur’an 35:40:
Say (O Muhammad SAW): “Tell me or inform me (what) do you think about your (so
called) partner gods to whom you call upon besides Allah, show me, what they have
created of the earth? Or have they any share in the heavens? Or have We given them a
Book, so that they act on clear proof there from? Nay, the Zalimun (polytheists and
wrongdoers, etc.) promise one another nothing but delusions.” (Muhsin Khan).

Qur’an 46:4:
Say (O Muhammad SAW to these pagans): “Think! All that you invoke besides Allah
show me! What have they created of the earth? Or have they a share in (the creation of)
the heavens? Bring me a Book (revealed before this), or some trace of knowledge (in
support of your claims), if you are truthful!” (Muhsin Khan).

%0 «[TThe Kur’an formally rejects any doctrine of the Trinity. It should however be pointed out
that the Trinity as understood and rejected is not the same as that which is taught by
Christian dogma, and defined by the councils which were held before the revelation of the
Kur’an. The Kur’anic Trinity seems to be a triad composed of Allah, of Mary his consort
and of Jesus their child (cf. V, 116); a concept which is reminiscent on the one hand of the
stellar triads of the pre-Islamic Pantheon, and on the other hand of the cult of Mary verging
on idolatry practised by certain Christian sects of Arabia, the Mariamites and the
Collyridians. It is important to note that the formal denials of the Kur’an are directed
towards these views, which are “heretical” from the point of view of Christian orthodoxy
itsel” (Anawati, G.C. “‘Isa.” In The Encyclopaedia of Islam, ed. P. Bearman et al. [Leiden:
Brill, 1986-2004], CD-ROM version; available online at the Internet Archive).
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the Qur’an is foreign to both the Old and New Testament revelation (“Do You Believe in the
One True God?”).

Trinitarian Monotheism is Rooted in God’s Covenant which the Church
Remembers in Her Observance of the Lord’s Supper and Baptism

How do we decide?

e The Qur’an teaches Unitarian monotheism.
e The Bible teaches Trinitarian monotheism.

Philosophical arguments could be used for or against either position.3! But Christians are
Trinitarian monotheists because of God’s work in history;* in fact, Trinitarianism and Jesus’
work in history are integral to Christian observances of the Lord’s Supper (Luke 22:14-20; see

31 «Its doctrine of God is the major weakness of Islam...Only a God who is triune can be
personal. Only the Holy Trinity can be love. Human love cannot possibly reflect the nature
of God unless God is a Trinity of persons in union and communion. A solitary monad
cannot love and, since it cannot love, neither can it be a person... Trinitarian theology asserts
that love is ultimate because God is love, because he is three persons of undivided loving
communion” (Robert Letham, The Holy Trinity [Phillipsburg: P&R, 2005], 446).

% The relationship between Christian beliefs in monotheism (doctrine) and history is found in
the Nicene Creed (AD 381):

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty [doctrine], Maker of heaven and earth, and
of all things visible and invisible [history].

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father
before all worlds (aons), Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us men,
and for our salvation [doctrine], came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy
Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; he was crucified for us under Pontius
Pilate, and suffered, and was buried, and the third day he rose again, according to the
Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; from
thence he shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose kingdom
shall have no end. [history]

And in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified [doctrine], who spake by
the prophets [history]. In one holy catholic and apostolic Church; we acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins [doctrine]; we look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come [history]. Amen.

It should be understood that Christians worshipped Jesus as God long before the Nicene
Creed, as evidenced by the New Testament, archaeology, and other historical sources.


http://www.bible-quran.com/religious-beliefs/do-you-believe-in-one-god/
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also 1 Corinthians 11:23-26)® and baptism (Matthew 28:18-20).3* The Lord’s Supper is a
remembrance of God’s work in history culminating in Jesus, and baptism is a sign of Trinitarian
monotheism.*®

Jesus and Muhammad in History

Who has the greater authority to define monotheism: Jesus or Muhammad?

Muhammad’s lack of authority to define monotheism

e Muhammad’s claim that the angel Gabriel spoke to him is not historically justified.
e Muhammad’s revelation contradicted previous revelation that is rooted in history (e.g.
Jesus’ death on the cross®).

% «__.in all churches in all lands, there exists a rite, performed, usually, on the first day of the
week, in which, amid innumerable variation of detail, one point is fixed and central, viz, that
bread is broken, and that the fruit of the vine is poured out and drunk; and that he who breaks
the bread and pours forth the wine says that he does so in obedience to an express command
given by the Saviour on the night before the day on which He died; for that He, on that night,
Himself took bread, broke it, and gave it to be eaten, poured wine, and gave it to be drunk,
saying, that the bread was His body broken, and that the fruit of the vine was His blood shed
for man, concluding, “This do in remembrance of Me.” (William Henry Temple Gairdner,
The Eucharist as Historical Evidence [Cairo: The Nile Mission Press, 1910].)

3 “Christian baptism is administered “in the name of” not three Gods, not two creatures plus
one God, not three parts of God, and not three stages of God, but one God who is eternally
Father, Son, and Spirit (Gregory of Nyssa, On “Not Three Gods,” NPNF [A Select Library of
the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church. 1st Series, 14 vols. 2nd series,
14 vols. Edited by H. Wace and P. Schaff] 2 V, pp. 331-37)...1ts liturgical importance, its
strategic location in the Gospel of Matthew as the final command of the Lord, and the fact
that it has been so frequently referred to by early Christian writers make this text the
centerpiece of triune teaching. It implicitly affirms the divinity, the distinctness, the equality,
and the unity of the Father, Son, and Spirit. It assumes and calls for an act of adoration and
profession of faith in the triune God (Cyril of Jerusalem, Catechetical Lectures. XV1.4,
NPNF 2 VII, p. 116)” (Thomas Oden, The Living God: Systematic Theology [New York:
HarperOne, 1992], Vol. 1:202).

% Matthew 28:18-20:
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me.
YTherefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
“and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you
always, to the very end of the age.”


http://www.bible-quran.com/wp-content/uploads/Gairdner-The-Eucharist-as-Historic-Evidence.pdf

e Historically, Muhammad is dead and buried in Medina. Jesus’ tomb is empty; He lives. This
gives Jesus an authority greater than Muhammad to define monotheism.

Jesus’ authority to define monotheism

If Muslims believe in Jesus as they claim, then they should believe what Jesus taught about God
and God’s work in history.

Jesus is “Immanuel,” which means God with us (Matthew 1:23).

Jesus forgave sin, something only God can do (Mark 2:1-13).

Jesus taught, “Before Abraham was, I am...” (John 8:58-59 with Exodus 3:14-15).

Jesus affirmed the unity of God when He taught, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30).
Jesus accepted worship from others (Matthew 8:2; 14:33; 15:25; 20:20; 28:17; Mark 5:6).
Jesus commanded all who believe in Him to remember God and His work in the observance
of the Lord’s Supper and baptism.

Explaining Trinitarian Monotheism
Christian monotheism (Trinitarian) can be summarized in the following seven points:

1. The Father is God.

2. The Son is God.

3. The Holy Spirit is God.

4. The Father is not the Son.

5. The Son is not the Holy Spirit.

6. The Holy Spirit is not the Father.
7. There is only one God.

When Christians say: (1) The Father is God; (2) The Son is God; and (3) The Holy Spirit is God,
we are identifying who God is.

% Qur’an 4:156-158:

156 And because of their (Jews) disbelief and uttering against Maryam (Mary) a grave
false charge (that she has committed illegal sexual intercourse);

7 And because of their saying (in boast), “We killed Messiah 'lesa (Jesus), son of
Maryam (Mary), the Messenger of Allah,”—but they killed him not, nor crucified him,
but the resemblance of 'lesa (Jesus) was put over another man (and they killed that
man), and those who differ therein are full of doubts. They have no (certain) knowledge,
they follow nothing but conjecture. For surely; they killed him not [i.e. 'lesa (Jesus), son
of Maryam (Mary)]:

8Byt Allah raised him ['lesa (Jesus)] up (with his body and soul) unto Himself (and he
is in the heavens). And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise (Qur’an 4:156-158,
Muhsin Khan).



When we say: (4) The Father is not the Son; (5) The Son is not the Holy Spirit; and (6) The Holy
Spirit is not the Father, we are distinguishing the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

The seventh statement is the difficult one, “There is only one God.” The Greeks would say,
“Zeus is god, Apollos is god, and Dionysius is god” and there are three gods. Christianity says,
“The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God, and there is only one God.”

The following diagram helps to clarify the Christian beliefs about God, monotheism, and the
Trinity:

is not

Trinitarian Monotheism can be Explained but not Fully Comprehended

In church history, Saint Augustine (354-430) probably thought more about the doctrine of the
Trinity than any other uninspired writer, with the possible exception of John Calvin. There is an
unconfirmed story about Augustine walking upon the ocean’s shore, greatly perplexed about the
doctrine of the Trinity. As he meditated, he observed a little boy with a sea shell, running to the
water, filling his shell, and then pouring it into a hole which he had made in the sand.

“What are you doing, my little man?” asked Augustine.



“Oh,” replied the boy, “I am trying to put the ocean in this hole.”

Augustine had learned his lesson, and as he passed on, exclaimed, “That is what I am trying to
do; I see it now. Standing on the shores of time | am trying to get into this little finite mind things
which are infinite.” ¥’

It should come as no surprise that the Christian belief in the Triune God involves mysteries that
transcend the human mind. Bassam Madany, a former Arabic broadcast minister, tells of a time
when he received a letter from a Muslim merchant residing in London, England. After
commenting, in an irenical spirit, on Bassam’s use of the Arabic language, this Muslim
wondered how an intelligent person could believe in the Trinity. Bassam responded:

I am not surprised that you have a great difficulty in understanding this biblical
teaching about the Trinity. The reason I believe in the triune God is the fact it is
part and parcel of God’s revelation. I trust that you will agree with me that when
we deal with such doctrines as the attributes of God, and his nature, we cannot
fully comprehend them. As believers in God, we are summoned to receive what
his revelation teaches. So, we should not be surprised if in a revealed (Muslims
consider Judaism, Christianity, and Islam as heavenly [or revealed] religions)
religion, there are mysteries that transcend the human mind.

There were some Muslim theologians who were supported in their views by the
ruling caliphs, who propounded the doctrine that the Qur’an was created; that it
came into existence at the time of its revelation to Muhammad (between A.D.
610-632). They believed that it was necessary to safeguard the unity of Allah,
by not allowing for the pre-existence of the Qur’an. However, an influential
theologian and expert in the Law, Imam Hanbal, refused to accept this
formulation and declared that the Qur’an was eternal. He was persecuted and
imprisoned by the caliph. As you well know, that event in your history is known
as “The Ordeal of the Qur’an.” Several years later, it was the Hanbalite view
that prevailed. To this day, it continues to be the official teaching of Sunni
Islam.

Muslims believe that Allah is eternal, but they confess that the Qur’an is also
eternal. While | do know that this is your own belief, I do not jump to the
conclusion that you confess the existence of two gods. | realize that there are

3 Sandro Botticelli did a painting reflecting this story c.1488. It is titled The Vision of Saint
Augustine.

The story may be legendary, but is given to illustrate the greatness of God. A similar version
is related by Alister McGrath, who says: “For Augustine, the point was simple: Si
comprehendis non est Deus. If you can get your mind around it, it cannot be God. Our
thoughts about God are bound to seem illogical and muddled, precisely because what they
refer to lies beyond our full knowledge and understanding” (Christian Theology: An
Introduction, fifth edition [Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2011], 235).
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mysteries in all faiths that do transcend our capacity to comprehend. Should you
not treat me in the same way, and not charge me with believing in three gods?
(“The Trinity and Christian Missions to Muslims.” Reformation and Revival
[Summer 2001], pp.129-130)*

Can the Qur’an be the Word of God if it Denies Trinitarian Monotheism?

Is the Qur’an the Word of the One True God? The Christian answer must be: No. The Qur’an
cannot be the Word of the One True God because the Qur’an does not affirm the One True God
revealed in the Bible.

O people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! Do not exceed the limits in
your religion, nor say of Allah aught but the truth. The Messiah 'lesa (Jesus),
son of Maryam (Mary), was (no more than) a Messenger of Allah and His
Word, (“Be!”—and he was) which He bestowed on Maryam (Mary) and a spirit
(Ruh) created by Him; so believe in Allah and His Messengers. Say not: “Three
(trinity)!” Cease! (it is) better for you. For Allah is (the only) One llah (God),
Glory be to Him (Far Exalted is He) above having a son. To Him belongs all
that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And Allah is All-Sufficient as a
Disposer of affairs (Qur’an 4:171, Muhsin Khan).

Surely, disbelievers are those who said: “Allah is the third of the three (in a
Trinity).” But there is no ilah (god) (none who has the right to be worshipped)
but One Ilah (God—Allah). And if they cease not from what they say, verily, a
painful torment will befall the disbelievers among them (Qur’an 5:73, Muhsin
Khan).

In my correspondence with Muslims, | often focus on the deity of Jesus, emphasize that
Christians are monotheists, and point out that the real question is whether Christian Scriptures or
the Qur’an presents us with the true God.3®

% While many Muslims believe the Qur’an is “uncreated,” they do not all conclude that the
Qur’an is therefore eternal (e.g. Ibn Taymiyya [d.728/1328]). Nevertheless, some Muslims
have come to this conclusion, “The thesis of the Kuran as the Word of God, eternal and
uncreated, was forcefully proclaimed in the professions of faith of al-Ash™ari (Ibana, ed.
Cairo 1348, 10; Makalat al-Islamiyyin, ed. Cairo 1369/1950, i, 321); and also in the
Wasiyyat Abi Hanifa (article 9) and the Fikh Akbar Il (article 3) and 111 (article 16). Al-
Ashari cites the authority of Ibn Hanbal. Throughout the centuries, the schools remained
faithful to this total affirmation” (L. Gardet, “Kalam.” in Encyclopaedia of Islam; 1\V:470b).
See Richard C. Martin, “Createdness of the Qur’an.” Encyclopaedia of the Qur an. General
Editor: Jane Dammen McAuliffe (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2005), CD-ROM version.

39 See also the helpful overview by James White, Using the Qur’an in Witnessing to Muslims.
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EMAIL from Muslims:

~ 2 Inbox

Subject: The Trinity
To: Aaron Goerner

¢+ The word "Trinity" does not exist anywhere in the whole Bible, but it is
mentioned in the Glorious Qur‘an in the following places:

a. In Surah Nisa chapter 4 verse 171

"Say not ‘Trinity’: desist:
It will be better for you for
Allah is one God."
[Al-Quran 4:171]

b. A similar message is repeated in Surah Maidah chapter 5 verse 73

"They do blaspheme who say
Allah is one of three

In a Trinity: for there is

No god except One God.

If they desist not

From their word (of blasphemy),
Verily a grievous penalty

Will befall the blasphemers
Among them."

E\l Reply

Re: The Trinity (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (+

Greetings,
One of the key differences between Muslims and Christians is the identity of Jesus.
There are some titles, attributes, and deeds that belong only to God. Jesus claimed these



for Himself. One such occasion was when He forgave sins (Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:2-
12).

Mark 2:2-12

2 So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door,
and he preached the word to them.

3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them.

4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an
opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat
the paralyzed man was lying on.

® When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are
forgiven.”

® Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves,
" “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive
sins but God alone?”

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking
in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things?

® Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say,
‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?

10 Byt that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins....” He said to the paralytic,

11 <1 tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.”

12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This
amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen
anything like this!”

On another occasion, Jesus claimed, “Before Abraham was born, I am,” thus identifying
Himself with Yahweh (John 8:58 with Exodus 3:14-15 and also Isaiah 41:4; 43:10, 13,
25; 46:4; 48:12; 51:12; 52:6).

Christians and Muslims disagree over Jesus’ death on the cross. But we can take a step
back and look at the legal basis for Jesus’ death, which is also evidence that Jesus
claimed to be God. Jesus was condemned to death by the highest court in Judaism for
telling the truth about His Person.

Matthew 26:63-66

%3 But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to him, “I charge you under
oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.”

%4 “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future
you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and
coming on the clouds of heaven.”

% Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy!
Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the
blasphemy.

% What do you think?” “He is worthy of death,” they answered.



Under oath, Jesus claimed from the Old Testament Scriptures (Psalm 110 and Daniel
7:9-14) to have the authority of God to Judge unbelieving Israel. The High Priest
declared Jesus worthy of death for speaking “blasphemy,” which in this case means
Jesus was making a claim to divinity.*°

Christians believe—and have always believed—in One God. We are monotheists. The
question is whether Jesus and the Christian Scriptures give the true definition of the One
God (Trinitarian monotheism) or Muhammad and the Qur’an (Unitarian monotheism).
Muhammad’s revelation contradicted previous revelation that is rooted in history (e.g.
Jesus’ death on the cross [Qur’an 4:156-158]). Muhammad is dead and buried in
Medina.*! Jesus’ tomb is empty; He lives. This gives Jesus an authority greater than
Muhammad to define monotheism.

Regards,
Aaron

0 A bibliography of helpful resources on the Trinity can be found at the Bible-Quran website.

*! The Qur’an says:

And if he (Muhammad SAW) had forged a false saying concerning Us (Allah), We
surely should have seized him by his right hand (or with power and might), And then
certainly should have cut off his life artery (Aorta), (Qur’an 69:44-46, Muhsin Khan)

Sometime after Muhammad ate poisoned meat and was dying he exclaimed:

...Narrated 'Aisha: The Prophet in his ailment in which he died, used to say, "O
'Aisha! I still feel the pain caused by the food I ate at Khaibar, and at this time, | feel
as if my aorta is being cut from that poison." (Sahih Bukhari 5:59:713)

Based on Muhammad’s testimony he is not a true prophet of God. Or, another way of
putting it: If Muslims believed Qur’an 69:44-46, then they should believe Muhammad
forged a false saying about Allah (Sahih Bukhari 5:59:713).


http://www.bible-quran.com/book/monotheism-trinity/#09

Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

The Transmission of Scripture and the
Qur’an
BACKGROUND

especially in matters where it differs from the Qur’an. The Arabic term for the Bible’s

M ost Muslims | have talked with believe that the Bible is corrupt and not reliable,
alleged corruption is tahrif. 42

Behind the accusation of tahrif is the Islamic assumption that the modern text of the Qur’an is
the same as the words recited by Muhammad as allegedly handed down by the angel Gabriel.*3
On the other hand, the Bible has a textual history. Ancient copies were made by imperfect
scribes and do not all agree with one another.

There are four things that should be kept in mind:

2 For Qur’an’ic passages relevant to the issue of tahrif, see Qur’an 2:42, 59, 75-9; 3:71, 78:
4:46; 5:13, 41; 6:91; 7:162.

* Many Muslims today believe the Qur’an claims it will remain preserved in its original form
until the Last Day (Qur’an 15:9; 85:21-22). Therefore, textual criticism is seen as a threat to
the truth claims of the Qur’an. However, earlier generations of Muslims had a different
perspective:

The Islamic records of textual variants for the Qur’an are remarkable for their sheer
volume and scope in regard to the entire text of the Qur’an. In addition to generating a
genre of gira’at (recital systems) literature, they permeate the early and medieval
commentaries and grammatical literature. In the earliest Islamic centuries, there seems to
have been an understanding, at least among the scholars, that the Qur’an they had
received had come with a tremendous degree of internal variety (Keith Small, Textual
Criticism and Qur'an Manuscripts [Idaho Falls, Idaho: Lexington, 2011], 109).

While the classical literature records thousands of textual variants, the task of
reconstructing the history of the Qur’an is complicated because the variants

are not found in any extant manuscripts known to Western scholars. Several valuable
works on the history of the Kur’an were written during the 4th/10™ century, but later
Muslim scholars, with just a few exceptions, have shown little interest in the problem
of reconstructing the history of the canon (Alford T. Welch, “Al-Kur’an.” In The
Encyclopaedia of Islam, ed. P. Bearman et al. [Leiden: Brill, 1986-2004], CD-ROM
version).

45
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1. Unlike the Qur’an, the Bible includes the words and witness of men inspired by the Holy
Spirit. The Bible is the work of God and men.

2. Neither Muslims nor Christians possess original manuscripts of their Scriptures; we have only
copies.** God did not hand a copy of the Qur’an to Muhammad. Nor did Jesus hand a copy of the
New Testament to His apostles.

3. Christians acknowledge that the Bible has a textual history meaning that we have 100% of the
original New Testament contained in thousands of manuscript and fragments.*® Craig Blomberg,
a New Testament scholar, writes:

The consensus among textual critics is that in the modern critical editions of the
Greek New Testament we have, either in the text itself or in the footnotes
upwards of 97% of what the original authors wrote reconstructed beyond any
reasonable doubt, and that no doctrine of the Christian faith depends solely on
one or more textually uncertain passages...even if we had the originals
preserved intact without a single variation, all this would demonstrate is that we

# Although there are problems with the following account, Muslims widely accept that “an
official, written copy of the entire text in the reign of the first caliph, Abh Bakr (632-4), thus
within two years of the Prophet’s death. According to the dominant version of this story,
‘Umar b. al-Khattab became concerned that so many Kur’an reciters had been killed at the
battle of al-Yamama. So he suggested to the caliph that a complete, written text of the
Kur’an be prepared so none of the revelation would be lost. Abti Bakr hesitated, saying
“How dare I do something the Prophet did not do?”, but ‘Umar convinced him of the need.
Abii Bakr then sent for Zayd b. Thabit, one of the Prophet’s secretaries, and said: “You are a
wise young man, and we trust you. And you used to write down the revelations for the
Prophet, so go and find [all the fragments of] the Kur’an and assemble it together”. Zayd
also hesitated, saying “How dare I do something the Prophet did not do?” But Abii Bakr
convinced him of the need, and Zayd collected all the fragments of the Kur’an “whether
written on palm branches or thin stones or preserved in the hearts of men”, and he wrote it
out on “sheets” of equal size and gave them to Aba Bakr. When ‘Umar became caliph in 634
he acquired the “sheets”, and on his death they passed to his daughter, Hafsa, a widow of the
Prophet” (Alford T. Welch, “Al-Kur’an.” In The Encyclopaedia of Islam, ed. P. Bearman et
al. [Leiden: Brill, 1986-2004], CD-ROM version).

* This is important to understand because Muslims often ask questions like:

¢ Which Bible should I read?
¢ Which version of the Bible?
¢ Which Bible is the most authentic and in its original form?

In these types of questions Muslims are referring to the textual tradition of the Bible. The
answer is that Muslims should read a translation of the Bible in their mother tongue that is
based on a critical edition of the New Testament such as the Nestle Aland 27" edition.
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had flawless knowledge of what the original authors wrote. Nothing about the
accuracy or truthfulness of what they wrote would yet have been determined.®

New Testament scholar and non-Christian Bart Ehrman said:

Bruce Metzger is one of the great scholars of modern times, and | dedicated the
book to him because he was both my inspiration for going into textual criticism
and the person who trained me in the field. | have nothing but respect and
admiration for him. And even though we may disagree on important religious
questions—he is a firmly committed Christian and | am not—we are in
complete agreement on a number of very important historical and textual
questions. If he and | were put in a room and asked to hammer out a consensus
statement on what we think the original text of the New Testament probably
looked like, there would be very few points of disagreement—maybe one or two
dozen places out of many thousands.

The position I argue for in ‘Misquoting Jesus’ does not actually stand at odds
with Prof. Metzger’s position that the essential Christian beliefs are not affected
by textual variants in the manuscript tradition of the New Testament.*’

Here’s a humorous example of looking at variants and meaning:

“¢ Blomberg, The Historical Reliability of the Gospels (Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press,
revised 2007), 333,334.

" Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and Why;, first
paperback plus edition (San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 2007), 252.

For an introductory treatment on New Testament textual criticism, see the series of videos
available from Daniel Wallace, The Basics of New Testament Textual Criticism, from the
Center for the Study of New Testament Manuscripts. Also see Daniel Wallace’s iTunes
video, What Christian Beliefs are Based on Textually Dubious Passages? and Ten Minute
Explanation of New Testament Textual Variants.
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(F

6.00pm. Sorry for

your incontinence.

The main message, “the dining room closed at 6.00pm” was still true even though the sign
mistakenly apologized for customers’ incontinence when inconvenience was meant. In a similar
way, manuscript variants in the textual tradition of the Bible do not affect its message.

4. Muslims do not generally admit that the Qur’an has a history. This is a denial of history
because the Qur’an Muslims possess today is not identical to what Muhammad recited.

Though Muslims may take pride in the fidelity of the preservation of this text, it does
not reproduce precisely what was originally considered to be the Qur’an in the early
seventh century. Because of the standardizations of the text in 653-705/33-86 AH and
936/324 AH, together with the constant pressure throughout Islamic history to have one
text match their dogma, many texts which had equally good claims to containing
authentic readings were suppressed and destroyed. And, because of the emphasis on
oral transmission and the vagaries of Arabic as it developed, the written text was
constantly vocalized in new ways which did not preserve the original vocalization. The
original vocalization must have been lost very early on if it did indeed exist.

While bearing testimony to the careful preservation of one particular consonantal text,
the history of the transmission of the text of the Qur'an is at least as much a testament to
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the destruction of Qur’an material as it is to its preservation. It is also testimony to the
fact that there never was one original text of the Qur’an.*®

Does the textual history of the Qur’an or Bible automatically disqualify them from being the
Word of God? No. Possessing originals does not make something the “Word of God.” Likewise,
possessing manmade copies does not automatically disqualify something from being the Word of
God.

EMAIL from Muslims:

"~ Inbox

Subject: The Transmission of Scripture
To: Aaron Goerner

C+ As far as the Bible is concerned you believe it to be the word of God. But
you also say that Christians do not possess the original manuscript of the
Bible. You only have copies...So you yourself don’t have strong ground to
guote from the Bible until you make it clear that—

« Which portion in the Bible is the word of God

« Which portion is the word of God transmitted by someone else
« Which portion is dubious

« Which portion is certainly false

CGo1f you truly want to know about the Creator of Heaven and Earth get a
copy of the holy Qur'an, this is the last message to humanity and it is
still in it's original language. The Bible is NOT the message given to Isa,
it's a fabrication and Muslims are not required to believe in it. We
Muslims do not believe in the Bible, can not believe in the falsehood it

*8 Keith Small, Textual Criticism and Qur 'an Manuscripts (Idaho Falls, ldaho: Lexington,
2011), 180. Elsewhere Keith Small wrote:

The Quran is a text whose history and manuscript tradition supports the
development of an intentionally shaped text different from what at the outset was
held to be sacred and used as scripture. The evidence for this comes from four
main sources, the Hadith, the form of the text found in the bulk of the Islamic
manuscript tradition, corrections in Quran manuscripts, and the very few Quranic

palimpsests that exist (“A Quranic Window onto New Testament Textual History,”
Journal of the Institute of Islamic Studies, Number 1, 2011, p.33).
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contains. But we do believe in the original message given to Isa, that's
the Injeel. And you know and I know that you can't produce that.

g Reply

Re: The Transmission of Scripture (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (&

Greetings,

The New Testament is contained in copies of what was originally written down. These
copies were made by imperfect scribes and do not all agree with one another. Christians
possess 100% of what was written in thousands of fragments and manuscript copies, but
with about 2% of the New Testament we need to make choices as to which reading was
original and which was not. These are minor differences, and it must be understood that
there are not any major Christian doctrines that are at stake. Deciding upon the 2% of
the texts that are in question is a science called textual criticism.

If somebody tried changing the words of the Qur’an how would you know? You would
compare their version of the Qur’an with other manuscript copies. Consider the
following illustration. It is a bit extreme but helpful for understanding why one can still
determine what was original even if the original no longer exists and if there are
variances in the copies,

Pretend your Aunt Sally has a dream in which she learns the recipe for an
elixir that would continuously maintain her youth. When she wakes up, she
scribbles the directions on a scrap of paper, then runs into the kitchen to
make up her first glass. In a few days her appearance is transformed. Sally is

“*The criticism in “textual criticism” may carry a negative connotation, but none is implied. It
refers to the scientific research scholars do when studying literature written and copied
before the invention of the printing press. This means that textual criticism can be done on
the Qur’an. However, this kind of research has been hindered and opposed in modern Islam
for apologetical and theological reasons:

In contemporary popular Islamic discourse, it is an assertion oft stated as established fact
that the text of the Qur’an has been preserved perfectly since it was given to Muhammad.
To the contrary, early and medieval Islamic scholarship was quite free in its recognition
of textual variation and missing portions of the Qur’an, and did not tend to make claims
of perfect transmission (Keith Small, Textual Criticism and Qur'an Manuscripts [Idaho
Falls, Idaho: Lexington, 2011], 6).
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a picture of radiant youth because of her daily dose of what comes to be
known as "Aunt Sally’s Secret Sauce."

Sally is so excited she sends hand-written instructions to her three bridge
partners (Aunt Sally is still in the technological dark ages—no photocopier or
email) giving detailed instructions on how to make the sauce. They, in turn,
make copies and send them to ten of their own friends.

All 1s going well until one day Aunt Sally’s pet schnauzer eats the original
copy of the recipe. Sally is beside herself. In a panic she contacts her three
friends who have mysteriously suffered similar mishaps. Their copies are
gone, too, so the alarm goes out to their friends in attempt to recover the
original wording.

They finally round up all the surviving hand-written copies, twenty-six in all.
When they spread them out on the kitchen table, they immediately notice
some differences. Twenty-three of the copies are exactly the same. Of the
remaining three, though, one has some misspelled words, another has two
phrases inverted (“mix then chop” instead of “chop then mix”) and one
includes an ingredient that none of the others has on its list.

Here is the critical question: Do you think Aunt Sally can accurately
reconstruct her original recipe? Of course she could. The misspelled words
can easily be corrected, the single inverted phrase can be repaired, and the
extra ingredient can be ignored.

Even with more numerous or more diverse variations, the original can still be
reconstructed with a high level of confidence given the right textual
evidence. The misspellings would be obvious errors, the inversions would
stand out and easily be restored, and the conclusion drawn that it’s more
plausible that one word or sentence be accidentally added to a single copy
than omitted from many.

This, in simplified form, is how the science of textual criticism works
(Gregory Koukl, “Facts for Skeptics of the New Testament™).

It is better to have a slightly imperfect printing of a 1000 rupee banknote than a perfect
printing that is counterfeit. The fundamental question is not whether Christians or
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Muslims have perfect or slightly imperfect copies, but which religion is true and which
is counterfeit.>°

A slightly imperfect copy of a banknote is not proof that the banknote is counterfeit.
Slightly imperfect banknotes, that are not counterfeit, can still be used as legal tender.
Variances between New Testament fragments and manuscripts is not proof that the
death of Jesus on the cross is counterfeit and can therefore be dismissed.

People have tried to change and corrupt the New Testament. But one of the ways God
has preserved the New Testament is through multiple copies of manuscripts. These
multiple copies are unified in affirming that Jesus died on the cross; we know that this
teaching is certainly original. What Muslims need to demonstrate is not that people have
tried to change the Bible. Islam is living proof that people try changing the Bible.
Rather, Muslim need to demonstrate from manuscript evidence and/or history that
somebody else earlier in history tried and was successful in changing the New
Testament so that it now teaches Jesus died on the cross. They are unable to produce
such evidence do this which means that the Qur’an is a counterfeit claim to being the
Word of God.

Sincerely,
Aaron

%0 “Even if the present Qur’an were a perfect word-for-word copy of the original as given by
Muhammad, it would not prove the original was inspired of God. All it would demonstrate is
that today’s Qur’an is a carbon copy of whatever Muhammad said; it would say or prove
nothing about the truth of what he said. The Muslim claim that they have the true religion,
because they have the only perfectly copied Holy Book, is as logically fallacious as someone
claiming it is better to have a perfect printing of a counterfeit thousand dollar bill than a
slightly imperfect printing of a genuine one! The crucial question, which Muslim apologists
beg by this argument, is whether the original is God’s Word, not whether they possess a
perfect copy of it” (Norman Geisler, Abdul Saleeb, Answering Islam: The Crescent in Light
of the Cross, second edition [Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 2002], 199).
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FALSIFICATION TEST?

PEOPLE, INCLUDING MUSLIMS, HAVE ATTEMPTED TO ADD TO THE BIBLE,>' BUT THIS
DOES NOT FALSIFY THE BIBLE:

BACKGROUND

This passage speaks about believers handling venomous snakes and drinking deadly
poison. Based on the science of textual criticism, we know with 100% certainty that
Mark 16:9-20 was not original to Mark’s gospel.*?

O ne infamous passage that somebody tried to add to Holy Scripture was Mark 16:9-20.

However, there is a relatively small handful of “Christian” sects, mostly in the southeast United
States, who mistakenly believe Mark 16:17-18 was original to Mark’s gospel. They are known as

%1 Some Muslims have attempted to add to the Bible with the Gospel of Barnabas.

52 “If there was an admixture of error even in the original writings of the bible, there is little
point in textual criticism. The entire motivation behind this careful examination of the
earliest manuscripts in Hebrew and Greek or in the ancient translations from them into other
languages is based on the fundamental premise of original inerrancy. What useful purpose
would be served by tracing back with painstaking care to the original reading if that reading
may have contained falsehood or mistake? The Bible student would only become confused
or injured by the misinformation contained by what has been described as the infallible
Word of God. Thus we see that textual criticism, if it is to have any real meaning or validity,
presupposes an original entirely free from deception or mistake” (Gleason Archer,
Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties [Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1982], 29).

To learn more about the inerrancy of the Bible, see Greg Bahnsen’s “The Inerrancy of the
Autographa” in Inerrancy, ed. Norman Geisler (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing
House, 1979).

To learn more about disputed New Testament passages in the textual tradition, see Daniel
Wallace, Textual Criticism Put Into Practice.

53
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Falsification Test?

“snake-handling churches,” and “believers” sometimes handle venomous snakes or will even
drink deadly poison, such as strychnine. This has had sad consequences, as told in the following

news story:

On the night of October 3, 1998, a snake-handling evangelist named John
Wayne Brown, Jr. was bitten by one of his own timber rattlesnakes in the
middle of his sermon. Though Reverend Brown continued to speak to the
people of Rock House Holiness Church, he soon collapsed onstage. The
congregation gathered around him—praying and trying to cool him with an
electric fan—but Brown was dead within minutes.

Brown, 34, was known throughout southeastern Appalachia as having handled
snakes since he was 17. He was also known for having survived 22 previous
bites. Reverend Brown left behind him five orphaned children—his wife
Melinda died from a snake bite during a revival service in 1995.

One pastor who was onstage with Brown the night of his death said he didn’t

think the tragedy would faze the church members, and asserted that the church
would not change its practices: “I think they will be more careful about handling
serpents. | think they will wait until the Lord moves on them.”

“A lot of people don’t understand us,” he offered. “We are just normal people,
but we believe God’s word.”?

We should learn something from this. Belief that something is Scriptural when it is not can have
sad consequences. Likewise, believing something is not Scriptural when it is can have eternal

consequences.

EMAIL from Muslims:

~ < Inbox

Subject: Falsification Test
To: Aaron Goerner

¢ Dear sir,
Answers the following questions
FALSIFICATION TEST

% Kent Faulk, “Snake Kills Evangelist but Pastor Says Congregation Will Hold Firm to Its
Traditions.” The Birmingham News.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUdc5h10zTo

Falsification Test?

Gospel of Mark 16:17-18...."Every Christian has to drink deadly poison, those
who survive are true Christians”

COMMENTS: How many of you have undergone this test...if not it means either
you don’t believe your holy book or you are not true Christian and you r sure that
u wont survive......

Reply

Re: Falsification Test. (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»+

Greetings,
Thank you for your email.
Is the Bible the Word of God?

This text (you referenced) was added and not original to the Gospel of Mark.
Benjamin Warfield wrote of this passage, “...the certainty that the last twelve
verses of Mark are spurious is the same in kind as the certainty that the rest of
Mark’s Gospel is genuine” (Counterfeit Miracles, 167).

These verses (Mark 16:9-20) are lacking in many of the oldest and most reliable
Greek manuscripts. Many of the ancient Fathers show no knowledge of these
verses (e.g., Clement, Origen, Eusebius, et al.). Jerome admitted that “almost all
Greek copies do not have this concluding portion.” Among some of the
witnesses that have these verses, there is also an asterisk or obelus to indicate
it is a spurious addition to the text.

1. Christians do not possess the original manuscripts of the Bible. We only
have copies. The Qur’an is similar in that Muslims do not have the original
recitation of the Qur’an spoken by Muhammad. In other words, you cannot
compare the modern day recitation of the Qur'an with the recitation of
Muhammad. Nor, to my knowledge, are scholars agreed that Muslims
contain the first manuscripts which recorded the spoken words of
Muhammad.

2. Christians possess the original words of the New Testament in the
thousands of manuscript copies and fragments that have been preserved
over the centuries.



Falsification Test?

3. lItis true that there are variances in these copies and fragments meaning that
they are not all identical (the biggest variances are found in Mark 16:9-20;
Luke 11:2; John 7:53-8:11; Acts 20:28 and 1 John 5:7-8). Other variations
involve things like spelling and grammar, etc. However, in none of these is
any major Christian teaching or doctrine at stake. For example, in none of
these is the doctrine of the crucifixion and death of Jesus denied.

4. Itis important to keep in mind that variations between manuscripts and
fragments do not mean that the original is no longer present or preserved in
the manuscript tradition. Based upon all the manuscripts we have, Christians
know with about a 98% certainty what was original. We possess 100% of the
original, but there is about 2% of the New Testament we need to make
choices as to which reading was original and which was not. The process by
which the original reading is determined is called “textual criticism.” Again, |
must emphasize that in the places where there is textual uncertainty (about
2% of the New Testament) no major Christian teaching or doctrine is at
stake. There is no uncertainty about major Christian doctrines such as the
crucifixion and death of Jesus on the cross.

5. If you still maintain that Christians changed the original New Testament
teaching about the death and resurrection of Jesus then here is my
challenge:

a. Who changed the Biblical teaching about the crucifixion and death of
Jesus, when did the change occur, and why?

b. What manuscript evidence do you have for such a change? In other
words, can you show me a manuscript fragment or complete manuscript
from the New Testament that teaches Jesus did not die on the cross?

Sincerely,
Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

ONE SINGLE VERSION
OF THE QUR’AN?

THE BIBLE IS GOD-BREATHED

BACKGROUND

believe that part of the miraculous nature of the Qur’an is that the copy they possess
today corresponds exactly to what Muhammad originally spoke almost 1,400 years
ago. They believe that what the angel Gabriel spoke to Muhammad is recorded in heaven.

M uslims believe that the Qur’an is a self-attesting miracle.>* Most Muslims mistakenly

“Allah doth blot out or confirm what He pleaseth: with Him is the Mother of the
Book” (Qur’an 13:39, Yusuf Ali).

We have, without doubt, sent down the Message; and We will assuredly guard it
(from corruption) (Qur’an 15:9, Yusuf Ali).

We have made it a Qur'an in Arabic, that ye may be able to understand (and
learn wisdom).

And verily, it is in the Mother of the Book, in Our Presence, high (in dignity),
full of wisdom. (Qur’an 43:3-4, Yusuf Ali)

Nay, this is a Glorious Qur'an,
(Inscribed) in a Tablet Preserved! (Qur’an 85:21-22, Yusuf Ali)

If such a book containing the written form of Muhammad’s recitation existed in heaven, a copy
was not passed down by Muhammad because he did not leave an official, unified, or written

% See What Every Christian Should Know About the Quran.
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form (mushaf) of his recitation (Qur’an [Qur’an means recitation]).>® The finalized book, often
called the Qur’an, was compiled years after Muhammad’s death.

The most widely-accepted version of the traditional history of the Qur’an places
the collection of the final consonantal text in the caliphate of ‘Uthman about
twenty years after Muhammad’s death. The occasion for the final collection of
the Qur’an, according to this account, was a military expedition to Azerbayjan
and Armenia under the leadership of the general Hudhayfa. Apparently his
Muslim contingents from Syria and those from Iraq fell into dispute about the
correct way of reciting the Qur’an during the communal prayers. Trying to
establish order, ‘Uthman appointed a commission of four respected Meccans,
presided over by Zayd b. Thabit, to copy the “sheets” that were in Hafsa’s
personal possession. Where variant readings of words were encountered, they
chose the one in the dialect of the Quraysh. When the scribes completed their
assignment, ‘Uthman kept one copy in Medina and sent other copies to al-Kiifa,
al-Basra and Damascus. He then commanded that all other extant versions be
destroyed. His order, however, was not heeded in al-Kiifa by the Companion
Ibn Mas‘td (d. 32/653) and his followers. The difficulties of this version of the
story center on essential points, namely the doubt that accuracy in the recitation
of the Qur’an would have caused significant unrest in the military during the
early conquests of Islam, the widely-accepted view that the Qur’an is not
actually in the dialect of the Quraysh (g.v.) and the improbability that the caliph
would have given an order to destroy the already existing copies of the Qur’an.
Further, the appearance of Hafsa in this narrative probably functions simply as a
mechanism to link the Abii Bakr/ “‘Umar and ‘Uthman versions together and to
establish an unbroken chain of custody for an authoritative text that remained
largely unnoticed in the community. Despite the difficulties in this version of
the chronology of the collection of the Qur’an, scholars generally accept that the
official consonantal text of the Qur’an was established in ‘Uthman’s caliphate
and that Zayd b. Thabit played a significant role in effecting it.>®

What many consider to be Muhammad’s “greatest miracle,” the mushaf (written form of
Muhammad’s recitation), was not the work of Muhammad. Furthermore, the book Muslims have
today (mushaf) is different in structure from what Muhammad recited. Stefan Wild, a leading
scholar in the Qur’an and Arabic lexicography, wrote:

* The fact that Muhammad did not leave a finalized book also raises questions about what the
written form of Muhammad’s recitation means when it refers to a book (kitab). The most
helpful discussion | have read about this is Daniel A. Madigan, The Qur’dn’s Self-lmage:
Writing and Authority in Islam’s Scripture (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001),
pp.23-45.

% Gerhard Bowering, “Chronology and the Qur’an.” In Encyclopaedia of the Qur an. General
Editor: Jane Dammen McAuliffe [Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2005], CD-ROM version.
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The act of deciding on a certain order in which the recited material was to be
transmitted and written down obscured contexts. The mushaf does not give us
the Prophetic words in their development. Canonization, therefore, produced a
largely de-historicized and de-contextualized text....Thanks to the research done
by Angelika Neuwirth, we can assume a compositional structure, i.e., an
intended unity, for many Meccan suras. But in some cases, Meccan suras are
too short to be more than unstructured if coherent fragments (103, 105, 106,
111), which, however, seem to clearly reflect a recitative unity. For some of the
longest Medinan suras (2, 3, 4, 5, 6), an original recitative unity seems difficult
to imagine. So we have to consider them to be products of a process of
rearrangement. This process naturally postdated the first original recitation of
the passages that we later collected in the sura. Muslim exegesis throughout its
history never had a problem assuming that certain verses had been inserted later
into an earlier established unity. Muslim exegesis recognized Medinan
insertions into Meccan suras and Meccan insertions into Medinan suras. We do
not have to follow the differing opinions of Muslim exegesis about where
exactly this occurred. But we can take it as a confirmation that the mushaf
already reflects a re-reading and restructuring of earlier collections. The fact
that the original order of revealed passages has been destroyed and that even the
original order of verses with a given sura was obscured by the arrangement of
the mushaf often makes it difficult to understand a verse or passage.®’

Uthman’s compilation raises questions.>® If one of the great miracles of the Qur’an is that it is a
precise copy of something found in heaven, then why didn’t Muhammad leave an official and
unified version of the Qur’an? Why leave the final version to an editorial commission of

> Wild, “Why Self-referentiality?” in Self-referentiality in the Qur’an; Diskurse der Arabistik
11, ed.Stefan Wild (Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 2006), 11,12.

% Even in Uthman’s day, there were objections. According to one account, there were some
who said to Uthman, “The Qur’an was (many) books. You have given them up except for
one” (At-Tabari, Ta rikh, vol.1, 2952).

According to another report some said to Uthman, “You have burned the book of God.”

Uthman replied, “People read (the Qur’an) in different ways. One would say, ‘My Qur’an is
better than yours.” The other would say, ‘No, mine is better.””

It was then objected to Uthman, “But why did you burn the (other) collections?”

Uthman replied, “I wanted nothing else to exist except what had been written in front of the
Messenger of God, and was contained in the pages (suhuf) of Hafsa.”

(Al-Baladhuri, Ansab, vol.4.1, 550ff. quoted by Gregor Schoeler, “The Codification of the
Qur’an.” In The Quran in Context. Edited by Neuwirth, Sinai, Marx [Brill, 2010], p.787.)



Uthman?°® Why didn’t Gabriel give Muhammad a heavenly copy of the Qur’an, seeing that God
did something similar in the time of Moses?%° If the structure of today’s book is different from
Muhammad’s recitation, then is it possible that the content is different? 5 What were the
variants, and why did Uthman order them to be destroyed?%

% Muslims might misunderstand and say, “Why didn’t Jesus do the same for the New
Testament?”” But this misses the point because Christians do not make the same claims for
the New Testament as Muslims make for the Qur’an (mushaf).

80 «When the LORD finished speaking to Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of
the Testimony, the tablets of stone inscribed by the finger of God” (Exodus 31:18).

81 Islamic sources speak sometimes of various “readings” (Qira at, i.e. different ways of
reading or reciting the text). Other sources speak of disagreement among the “codices”
(mushaf). (Alford T. Welch, “Al-Kur’an.” In The Encyclopaedia of Islam, ed. P. Bearman et
al. [Leiden: Brill, 1986-2004], CD-ROM version).

82 Christianity is an historical religion; what God has done in history is attested to by historical
sources. Therefore, it is unremarkable that the Christian Scriptures have a textual tradition. It
is with great insight that the New Testament scholar B.F. Westcott wrote more than one
hundred years ago:

We might, perhaps, have wished, in thoughtless haste, that there had been no room for
doubt as to the apostolic words or as to their exact meaning. But further reflection will
show how greatly we gain by the fact that the record of revelation, even as the revelation
itself, comes to us in the way of human life, exercising every power of man, and
hallowing the service of his whole nature. The fact, when we face it, is seen to be a part of
our religious discipline. And a version of the New Testament for popular use and study,
ought to take account of the existence of the variations in the reading of the original text,
and of conflicting interpretations of it. There can be no legitimate authority, no
prescription of use, to decide questions of criticism. When the Caliph Othman fixed a text
of the Koran and destroyed all the old copies which differed from his standard, he
provided for the uniformity of subsequent manuscripts at the cost of their historical
foundation. A classical text which rests finally on a single archetype is that which is open
to the most serious suspicions. A book which is free from all ambiguities can hardly deal
with the last problems of human experience, or give natural expression to human feelings
and expressions (Some Lessons of the Revised Version of the New Testament, second
edition [London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1897], 8-9).
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Occasionally, I will raise questions to my Muslim friends about variants and the Qur’an, which
are not numerous and which they tend to deny.®® However, it needs to be remembered that even
if the bound volume (mushaf) corresponded exactly to Muhammad’s recitation, this still would
not make it the Word of God.

EMAIL from Muslims:

~ 1 Inbox

Subject: One Single Version of the Qur'an?
To: Aaron Goerner

C+ Now, after so many centuries of tampering, it is impossible for anyone
to be certain whether any part of the Bible is true or false, unless it is
checked in the light of the truth that confirms that which went before,
the divine light of which has not been extinguished by the darkness of

% Francois De Blois, Teaching Fellow at the Department of the Study of Religions at the
School of Oriental and African Studies in London, believes

...that the virtual absence of real textual variants in the Qur’an is the result of the fact
that the transmission of the Qur’an has always been primarily through oral rather than
through written tradition. The situation is similar with that of the Vedas, which were
composed much earlier than the New Testament or the Qur’an and transmitted for
many centuries exclusively orally. In the Vedas there are actually no real textual
variants. But this means that the methodology of textual criticism and source-
criticism, as applied with such success to the New Testament, cannot be transferred
automatically to the Qur’an. A different kind of source requires a different kind of
methodology (Francois De Blois, “Islam in Its Arabian Context.” In The Quran in
Context, edited by Neuwirth, Sinai, and Marx [Brill 2010], pp.618, 619).

Keith Small offers a different perspective:

The great bulk of the Quranic manuscript tradition contains the same basic form of
consonantal text, even in the great majority of the very earliest manuscripts. For instance,
aside from early orthography issues, the consonantal text one finds in the oldest Quran in
the British Library which dates to the early to mid 700’s is basically the same as the
consonantal text in current printed Qurans. One does not find variant phrases, verses, or
portions in the great majority of the earliest manuscripts. Only occasionally does one find
a variant word. In fact, the degree of the lack of variant readings in these manuscripts is
an evidence for a major editing/standardization project taking place within the first
Islamic century, as one finds claimed in the Hadith (“A Quranic Window onto New
Testament Textual History.” Journal of the Institute of Islamic Studies, Number 1, 2011,
p.34).
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One Single Version of the Qur’an?
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ignorance and whims and desires, and whose pure truthfulness has not
been contaminated with even a single lie or mistake. That can be
nothing other than the Holy Qur‘aan which Allaah has guaranteed to
preserve, as He says (interpretation of the meaning):

“Verily, We, it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr (i.e. the Qur’aan) and
surely, We will guard it (from corruption)” [al-Hijr 15:9]

Starting in the name of Allah,

Assalam-o-Alaikum

Sir,

With great respect, let me mention which will be hard for you to deny
that Bible have been revised by Popes and Priests several times...
Christen do have conradicts within themselvs about the death of Jeuses.
Bible have more than one editions with diferent sayings... first tell me
which to belive?

Than how will you compare a book with such contradictions with itself
with a book which is confirmed with no chagne for the last 1500
years.... The Quraan.

There has been one single version of the holy Quran for the past 14
centuries. It hasn't been altered at all as the Bible was.

1400 years have passed since the revelation of Quran and not even a
tittle tottle.....a word....a letter of the quran has been altered!!

This is only book on earth exists in its original text written in a living
language for more than 1400yrs without any version or editing.

Assalamu Alaikum!
Have you seen Quraan is not changeable by anybody in the world. It is
a miracle for all over the world. It is full of truth.

The Quran hasn't changed for 14 centuries and has been kept in the
chests and memories of millions of Muslims and preserved in writing
without one single word changed since it was revealed to Muhammad.

We Muslims believe that from the first letter of Chapter “Fatiha” till the
last letter of Chapter "Naas” in the Holy Quran is from Allah and you will
not find any flaws Or any HUMAN additions OR deletions in between.



| Reply

Re: One Single Version of the Qur'an? (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (+

Greetings,

Even if the Qur’an has not changed this would not make it true. By definition
something is not true just because it is unchanged. Perhaps the Qur’an is unchanged
because people in the past destroyed evidence of the changes. Or, maybe there are
changes but certain manuscripts are not open to the public.

Some Muslim writers admit there are variants in the Qur’an. Muhammad Hamidullah
introduces his French translation of the Qur’an saying,

"... Finally, a third source of variants comes from the Arabic writing of the
first times before diacritical marks came into general use: it is then
sometimes possible to read a word as an active or passive verb, as
masculine or feminine, and the context sometimes allows several
possibilities. For example yas'al (God) will ask, can be read: yus'al (it)
will be asked—tus'al (she) will be asked. A small number of cases have
been found, but in none of these cases does the meaning of the verse
change, and one wonders if the discovery of such variants does not
sometimes come from the ingenuity of exegetes.

Even Bukhari gives some examples of this: L’.I A instead of h—-"
of the vulgate text (see Qur'an 2/259. Bukhari 65, sura 2, ch./44); or

Pe instead of -" of the vulgate text 7/57 (see Bukhari 65, sura 7,
ch. 1).

But there are cases, indeed very rare, which cannot be explained either by
dialectal variability, or by intercalation of a gloss, or by an error in the
deciphering to the text without diacritical marks made by a reader who
later became a great teacher. Thus Bukhari (65, sura 92, stories 1 and 2)
mention that in the Quran 92/3, great Companions like Abu'd-Darda’ and

Ibn Mas'ud insisted on reciting Lf:‘j‘“ﬁﬂ “instead of

- = L
Miﬂj > *—5 - of the vulgate text, and affirmed that it was the

Prophet himself who had taught them thus. One cannot say that it is a
revision of the style. One cannot say that God revises His style, nor that
Gabriel, this "faithful Spirit", could make errors, even if he were to correct
them later. One could not think that the human nature of the Prophet has




some role to play in this. Was he absent-minded, did he forget? We can
think of the Hadith mentioned by Bukhari (52/11/1 and 80/19/5), Muslim
(6/224 no. 788), Ibn Hanbal (6/138) where the Prophet says: "God have
mercy on this man who by his nightly recitation reminded me of such a
verse which | had forgotten (or dropped) from such a sura.” Or is it
because when the divine things are revealed to him — not in writing, as
with Moses' tablets, but—orally, sometimes some small shade of meaning
escapes him? (Then during the yearly collections (‘arda) of the month of
Ramadan, when Gabriel is present, and the Prophet is momentarily
transported again in a heavenly setting, he understands a more correct
reading, and he "corrects™ himself.) Let us remember that Abu'd-Darda’
and Ibn Mas'ud are Muslims since the beginning of Islam, and sura 92 is
chronologically No. 9. As for the annual collections by the Prophet, they
seem to have begun in Medina only after the institution of the fast of
Ramadan in 2 A.H. Thence the few divergences without importance, for
example, between Abu'd-Darda’ and Ibn Mas'ud on the one hand and Zaid
ibn Thabit on the other, the veterans being unwilling to yield to a young
man, even though he is the scribe of the Prophet, concerning the writing
down of revelations of the Qur'an. There may be other and better
explanations for this problem. I remain extremely hesitant.” (From "The
Problem of Variants™ in LE SAINT CORAN, Traduction et commentaire de
Muhammad Hamidullah, avec la collaboration de M. Léturmy, nouvelle
édition 1989 corrigée et augmentée, pp. xxix-xxx; as quoted in the article
On the Integrity of the Qur'an; accessed 7/31/2010)
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That ancient copies of the Qur’an do not all match seem to be evidenced by the
manuscripts and fragments found at the Great Mosque of Sana'a in Yemen. See: The
Oldest Qur’an Examined.®*

Regards,
Aaron

% The findings at the Great Mosque of Sana’a are highly controversial. Some 1,500 parchment
fragments ranging from small snippets to whole folios belonging to at least 950 copies of the
Qur’an have been identified. However, only a few fragments have been published, and it is
unknown when they will be published. Until these are published, it is unwise for Christians
to place great weight upon them in their apologetics.

Stefan Wild says about the available evidence:

The earliest written Qur’anic fragments we know have a number of important
orthographic and ornamental peculiarities like those found in the recently discovered
Yemeni manuscripts from Sanaa, some of which may go back to the seventh century. But
so far, no substantial textual difference has been found between these early documents
and the Qur’anic text as we know it (Wild, “Why Self-referentiality?”” In Self-
referentiality in the Qur’an; Diskurse der Arabistik 11. Edited by Stefan Wild
[Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 2006], 16).

However, this is not to say that there were no early stages leading up to what finally became
the Qur’an compiled and canonized by Uthman:

Before the establishment of a canonically closed book, Muslim scripture was open to
invasive procedures and strategic re-workings...the Qur’an, just like Jewish and Christian
scripture, was a battleground for interpretive traditions. An important difference seems to
be that the process leading up to a textus receptus was much shorter than the parallel
processes for Jewish and Christian scriptures (Ibid. 17).
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Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

“DIRECT WORDS,” FIRST PERSON,
AND THIRD PERSON

THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD

BACKGROUND

with “direct words.” The Muslim conception of “God’s Word” is that God speaks
directly. Muslims sometimes point out that the Christian Scriptures are not the “Word of
God” because there are many passages in which God is not speaking directly.®®

O ne of the differences between Muslim and Christian beliefs about Scripture has to do

Even though much of the Qur’an purportedly contains the first person speech of Allah, there are
places where the speaker appears to be somebody other than Allah:

There is a multitude of voices speaking in the Qur’anic recitation, and there is
also a multitude of addressees. The addressee of the recitation can be the
Prophet Muhammad or a person or a group of persons in his surroundings. But
this reported speech is not always marked in the same way, and often is not
marked at all. A good example may be seen in the first and the last sura. Sura 1,
the “opening” sura, is a prayer recited by a community. Unlike in many other
verses, God is not the implied subject of the “we” in “Thee only we serve”.
Here, God is the object, the subject is the community of the prayer. In this case,
therefore, God does not speak but is spoken to. In the last sura (114), a prayer,
the text to be recited says: “I take refuge with the Lord of men...”. But the
introducing word before these words and thus before the prayer is qul “(Say:”.
This word marks this speech act as induced speech, reported speech, ordered
speech, revealed speech, mantic speech. In contradistinction to sura 1, sura 114

% See What Every Muslim Should Know About the Bible.
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“Direct Words,” First Person, and Third Person

is not a prayer of the community but a prayer to be pronounced by an
individual.5

Muslims need to understand that the Bible is a faithful, accurate, and God-inspired testimony of
the work and judgments of God in history.

[T]he frequent use of the witness-theme in the NT stresses the importance of the
historical foundations of the Christian religion. The principal events of the
public ministry of Jesus were wrought in the presence of his chosen companions
and apostles. They had been present in Jerusalem during the final week, and
were in a position to attest the facts of his trial, crucifixion and burial. Above
all, they were competent witnesses to vouch for the fact of his resurrection.®’

There are many portions of the Bible and even entire books of the Bible that present a courtroom

setting in which witnesses give testimony. This is especially evident in the book of Job®® and the
gospel of John.®°

% Stefan Wild, “Why Self-referentiality?” in Self-referentiality in the Qur’an; Diskurse der
Arabistik 11. Edited by Stefan Wild (Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 2006), 15,16.

" A. A. Trite, “Witness, Testimony,” in The New International Dictionary of New Testament
Theology. Edited by Colin Brown (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1976),
3:1047.

% Job begins in a courtroom setting with God making a judgment about Job being blameless
and upright, to which Satan gives objection (Job 1-2). The rest of the book is the vindication
of God’s judgment about Job before the heavenly council. As the book progresses, Job’s
three friends judge Job for being a great sinner without any evidence. Eliphaz condemned
Job, saying, ““You have undermined piety (Job 15:1-6)” and “Your wickedness is great and
your sin is endless” (Job 22:5-11). Bildad condemned Job without evidence: “Your sons
sinned; therefore, God abandoned them” (Job 8:3-6). Zophar called Job to repent of his
alleged sin: “Repent and God will restore you” (Job 11:13-20). Job pleaded with his friends
to make a just judgment (Job 6:14-30), but to no avail. The truth of the matter was that Job
did not suffer because he sinned, but because he was judged righteous by God!

% There are at least 15 witnesses John brings forth and John uses judicial/legal terminology
some 150 times with terms like testify, confess, witness, law, truth, testimony, prove,
condemned, certified, verdict, judges, judgment, authority to judge, accuse, seal of approval,
guilty, charges, criminal, execute. The concluding verses of the Gospel end on a note of
testimony, “This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We
know that his testimony is true” (John 21:24). Not believing the testimony presented in the
Gospel is to judge the author and witnesses mistaken at best—or, at worst, liars.

The Gospel of John comes to an end with an ironic twist. It turns out that it really isn’t Jesus
Who is on “trial,” but each one of us. Belief or unbelief in the evidence reveals our eternal
destiny (see John 3:16-21; 8:24; 10:10; 20:30, 31).



“Direct Words,” First Person, and Third Person

The Bible requires a response to God’s work and contains an inspired and accurate record of the
testimony of others to Jesus. Consider the question “Who is Jesus?”” and the testimony presented
in Scripture, which requires our response:

The Testimony of God the Father:
This is my Son, whom I love; with him | am well pleased. (Matthew 3:17)

A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen,;
listen to him. (Luke 9:35)

Required Response: Do you believe the testimony of God the Father?

The Testimony of Moses:

The LoRD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your
own brothers. You must listen to him.

I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put
my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him.

If anyone does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, |
myself will call him to account. (Deuteronomy 18:15,18, 19)

Required Response: Do you believe the testimony of Moses?

The Testimony of John the Baptist, a First-century prophet:

“I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.” (John 1:34)

Required Response: Do you believe the testimony of John the Baptist?

The Signs, Miracles, and Testimony of Jesus:
Some of Jesus’ Miracles:

Jesus healed lepers.

Jesus healed those who could not walk.

Jesus restored sight to the blind.

Jesus walked on water.

Jesus fed 5,000 men (not including women and children) with only 5 loaves of
bread and two fish!

e Jesus raised a man who had been dead four days.

e Jesus rose again from the dead, never to die again.
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Jesus’ Testimony:

“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.”
(John 5:24)

“l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.” (John 14:6)

Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer?
What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?”

But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath
by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.”

“Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But | say to all of you:

In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty
One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why
do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy.
What do you think?” “He is worthy of death,” they answered.

(Matthew 26:62-66)

Required Response: Do you believe the testimony of Jesus?
Note: The above examples are a brief sample of the testimony found in Scripture. Read the

Gospel of John for even more. The question is whether or not you believe it. If not, then on
what basis do you reject it?

EMAIL from Muslims:

~ Inbox

Subject: What is the Word of God?
To: Aaron Goerner

+ What are the "direct words" of Jesus?

C peace!

... Qur'an claims to be the word of God over and over again, in many
place in many ways. On the other hand, Bible does not quite so much;
in fact books like Luke clearly state that the author wrote on his own
authority (Lk 1:3 - "it seemed good to me also" - there is no mention
that it is the word of God or that the author was even inspired by the
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Holy Spirit; it seemed good to him to write the account of what he saw
and heard so that the truth would be known; that's all the author
claims) so if the author him/herself does not claim, unquestionably that
what he/she writes is the word of God who has the right to claim that
for them. surely that is blesphamy itself? ...

C+ Where there are more than one Bible, while there is just one Holy
Quran, it is easy to believe that the original Holy Bible is deviated
from the direct words of God.

C* The Gospel contains the story of Jesus as narrated by Paul, John,
Luke and Matthew. The four stories are different with contradicting
information. I read the Gospel. Where are the utterances of God if
the Gospel was the word of God ? God is not there at all. Wake up
man. The Bible was played with, manipulated and altered by wicked
people and priests.

*Note: I have had many Muslims “cut and paste” the following references
from various sites on the Internet.

(+ comparison of Bible And Quran
[Dr. Gary Miller — with Commentary by Yusuf Estes]

Bible is Collection of Writings

Quran is Recitation From God to Muhammad (peace be upon
him)

Whereas, The Bible is a collection of writings by many different authors,
the Quran is a dictation (or recitation). The speaker in the Quran - in
the first person - is God Almighty (Allah) talking directly to man. In the
Bible you have many men writing about God and you have in some
places the word of God speaking to men and still in other places you
have some men simply writing about history or personal exchanges of
information to one another (ex: Epistle of John 3). The Bible in the
English King James Version consists of 66 small books. About 18 of
them begin by saying: This is the revelation God gave to so and so...
The rest make no claim as to their origin. You have for example the
beginning of the book of Jonah which begins by saying: The word of the
Lord came to Jonah the son of Elmitaeh saying... quote and then it
continues for two or three pages.

Compare this to the beginning of the Book of "Luke" begins by
saying: “"In as much as many have taken in hand to set in order a
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narrative of those things which have been fulfilled among us, (2)
Just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and
ministers of the word delivered them to us, (3) It seemed good
to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from
the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent
Theophilus, (4) That you may know the certainty of those things
in which you were instructed.

We see the author of the Book of "Luke" saying essentially,
"Many people have written about things, it seems fitting for me
to do so too.” "Luke" says it seems to him that as long as others
are taking in hand to write something about it, even though they
were eye witnesses to the whole thing, he feels that even
though he was not, he still has "perfect understanding of all
things from the very first."”

Therefore this is only a letter from one person to another,
neither of whom knew Jesus (peace be upon him) nor were
eyewitnesses to any of what had taken place.

_@ Reply

Re: What is the Word of God? (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,

As a Christian, | believe God can and did speak through men who were divinely guided
to record His word, will, and work in history. | believe that there can be and that there is
a connection between what God does and what man observes. Because of this
connection, God can and does divinely guide men to record these observations in such a
way that it is still “God’s Word.” Muhammad never denied the possibility of this and so
why should you?

| am only a student of Islam and by no means an expert. However, my studies have led
me to understand that Christians and Muslims have different views on what
constitutes the word of God.

Muslims I have talked with believe that for something to be God’s Word it must be
God’s direct words. Christians believe that God’s word can be expressed in the words of
men. We believe God can communicate in different ways. He can communicate directly,
He can communicate through angels, He can use the lips/pen of a prophet, or God can
communicate through men like Luke who assembled the testimony of other living



“Direct Words,” First Person, and Third Person

witnesses, etc. God’s word can be communicated in different ways and still be equally
authoritative.

I find the Muslim view of “God’s Word” to be problematic for at least three reasons:
1. Limiting God’s revelation to His direct words is an innovation.

2. Limiting God’s revelation to His direct words means the Qur’an is not the direct
words of God. According to Muslim accounts, the Qur’an was revealed by the angel
Gabriel to Muhammad who then recited it to men. This would make the Qur’an the
“Word of Gabriel.” If you believe God could guide Gabriel to speak His word and
declare God’s works, then why don’t you believe God can do the same through men?

3. Some scholars have observed that there are places in the Qur’an where the speaker
appears to be somebody other than Allah,

“The orthodox view of the dramatic form of the Kur’an is that God is the
speaker throughout, Muhammad is the recipient, and Gabriel is the
intermediary agent of revelation—regardless of who may appear to be the
speaker and addressee. An analysis of the text shows that the situation is
considerably more complex than this. In what appear to be the oldest parts
of the Kur’an, the speaker and the source of the revelation are not
indicated. In some passages (XCI, 1-10, CI, CllI, CIII, etc.) there is not
even any indication that the message is from a deity, and in some
(LXXXI, 15-21, LXXXIV, 16-19, XCII, 14-21, etc.) Muhammad seems to
be the speaker” (A.T. Welch, “Al-Kur’an.” in The Encyclopaedia of Islam,
E. J. Brill, Leiden, CD-ROM version).

From a Christian perspective, just because the speaker is other than Allah does not
automatically disqualify something from being God’s word. However, from your
perspective it could be problematic.

Christians believe God uses the learning, study, and even the research of men, like Luke,
to convey His word and works. This seems to be the case even in the Muslim view of
the Qur’an. God did not teach Muhammad to speak Arabic; God allegedly used
Muhammad’s knowledge of Arabic to recite the Qur’an in the Arabic language. God
allegedly used Muhammad’s memory and the minds and memories of other men.
Muslims believe God used men’s literacy to write down Muhammad’s recitation.
Muslims believe God used men’s editorial ability to compile the Qur’an. My point is
that God uses means to convey His word; therefore, you should not automatically
despise the means God used in conveying the Christian Scripture.

Christians believe the Bible is revelation and Muslims believe the traditions of
Muhammad are a form of revelation. Even if Luke did not write what you call the
“direct words of God”, it does not follow that the Gospel of Luke is not authoritative
revelation. Jesus is alive. He has ascended into heaven, and has been given all authority
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in heaven and on earth (Psalm 2; Daniel 7:13-14; Matthew 28:18-20). After Jesus
ascended into heaven He sent the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8). Jesus said of the
Holy Spirit, “He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said
to you” (John 14:26).

As a Christian, I have found Muslims often use a double standard.™ It is a double
standard when Muslims criticize the New Testament saying it was written down after
Jesus’ death (less than 100 years after Jesus’ death), when Bukhari and Muslim ibn al-
Hajjaj compiled traditions of Muhammad more than 200 years after he died. When Luke
wrote his Gospel, Jesus was alive and exalted. Luke was able to interview eyewitnesses.
Luke had divine guidance in what he recorded.

If you do not believe God uses means then doesn’t your argument falls apart into the
logical fallacy of special pleading? By this I mean that in order to consistently apply
the standards and principles you hold the Christian Scriptures to means you would have
to believe God simply handed to mankind a pre-written Qur’an (God did this with the
Ten Commandments: Exodus 31:18; 32:15-16; 34:1; Deuteronomy 4:13; 9:10). But you
don’t believe this was the case. You believe God used means. So why do you despise the
means God used in the case of Luke?

Wishing you health, knowledge, goodness and guidance,
Aaron

™ The critical scholarship Muslims use against the Bible evidences more than one prototype
that preceded the codified and canonized version of the Quran today (see Dr. Stefan Wild,
The History of the Quran: Why There is No State of the Art). There is also a textual tradition
for the hadiths (Eric F.F. Bishop, “Form-Criticism and the Forty-two Traditions of al-
Nawawi.” Muslim World, Vol. 30, No. 3, 1940, pp. 253-61; and Western Academic
Scholarship and the Hadith in Wikipedia).
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Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

HAS THE BIBLE CHANGED, OR ARE
MUSLIMS TRYING TO CHANGE THE
BIBLE?

GOD’S WORD STANDS FOREVER

BACKGROUND

and Jewish Scriptures. The first is that the meaning of the text has been misrepresented in
translation or interpretation (tahrif al-ma ‘ani). The second is that the text has been
intentionally changed (tahrif al-nass).

Tahrif has traditionally denoted one of two things when Muslims apply it to the Christian

While the alleged corruption of the Christian Scriptures is a central part of Muslim discourse
against Christianity, it was not always this way.

In the first five centuries AH (seventh to eleventh centuries AD), Muslim
commentators, theologians, and jurists usually dealt with the “previous
Scriptures” assuming, on the basis of qur’anic references to these Scriptures,
that the Law, Psalms, and New Testament were given by God but
misinterpreted by Jews and Christians. Muslim-Christian dialogue during these
centuries frequently involved reference to and debate about the proper
interpretation of specific passages from the Bible. After the eleventh century,
there is a noticeable shift in the character of the dialogue. After this point
Muslims began arguing that the actual text of the Bible has been intentionally
corrupted and is therefore not trustworthy and cannot provide any basis for
dialogue. Martin Accad has argued, ‘it can be demonstrated that until the time
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of Ibn Hazm"* in the eleventh century, the accusation of tahrif in the sense of
‘intentional corruption of the Holy Scriptures’ was virtually non-existent. Even
where some grave and serious suspicions were raised against the integrity of the
text, the accusation can certainly not be considered to have been a central or
foundational element of the Muslim discourse against Christianity. If it has
become the starting point of that discourse today, it is certainly worth knowing
that it has not always been the case, and that it is therefore possible to think
otherwise. Even after Ibn Hazm, as late as the fourteenth century, Ibn Taymiyya
recognized that the Islamic position towards tahrif as textual corruption was still
diverse and ambiguous’.”?

Jeremiah 8:8 is a biblical text Muslims sometimes use in their accusation that the Christian
Scriptures have been corrupted. This presents a good opportunity for Christians. Usually

™ <In his detailed Izhar tabdil al-yahiid wa-\-nasara lil-tawrat wa-l-injil, “Exposure of the
alterations by the Jews and Christians to the Torah and Gospel”, Ibn Hazm presents case
after case in which he claims that the biblical text must have been intentionally altered and
falsified by the Jews and Christians. As described by Lazarus-Yafeh, Ibn Hazm bases his
claims on what he considers to be chronological and geographic inaccuracies, theological
impossibilities and preposterous prophetic behavior, among other things. Despite his
insistence on the unreliability of the Bible and his rejection of using the Bible to prove the
truth of a religion or prophet, Ibn Hazm nonetheless insists that certain biblical passages
testify to the truth of Muhammad and his prophecy. This dualistic attitude of rejection of and
simultaneous reliance upon the “altered” Bible appears throughout the Muslim literature on
the topic” (Shari Lowen, “Revisions and Alteration.” In Encyclopaedia of the Qur an.
General Editor: Jane Dammen McAuliffe [Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2005], CD-ROM
version).

2 Martin Accad, “The Gospels in the Muslim Discourse of the Ninth to the Fourteenth

Centuries.” In A Common Word: Muslims and Christians on Loving God and Neighbor.
Edited by Miroslav Volf, Ghazi bin Muhammad, and Melissa Yarrington (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2010), 59.

For further study of the Muslim charge of the Bible’s corruption, see:

Hartwig Hirschfield, “Muhammadan Criticism of the Bible.” The Jewish Quarterly
Review, Vol.13. No.2 (January 1901), pp.222-240.

Gordon Nickel, “Early Muslim Accusations of Tahrif: Mugatil Ibn Sulayman’s
Commentary on Key Qur’anic Verses.” In The Bible in Arab Christianity. Edited by
David Thomas (Brill, 2007), pp. 207-23.

, Narratives of Tampering in the Earliest Commentaries on the Qur’an
(Brill Academic Publishers, 2010).

Abdullah Saeed, “The Charge of Distortion of Jewish and Christian Scriptures.” The
Muslim World; Vol. 92, 2002, pp.419-436.

Christine Schirrmacher, Islamic Views about Christian Scriptures. Institute for Islamic
Studies of the Evangelical Alliance in Germany, Austria, Switzerland.

“Corruption of Previous Scriptures.” Wikilslam.
“Qur’an, Hadith and Scholars: Corruption of Previous Scriptures.” Wikilslam.
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questions of tahrif focus on the Bible; however, Muslims are guilty of tahrif, and so is the
Qur’an. The Qur’an is guilty of tahrif al-nass (intentional change of text) because Muslims
believe the Qur’an completely replaces the previous Scriptures of the Jews and Christians. The
Qur’an is also guilty of tahrif al-ma ‘ani (misrepresented in translation or interpretation). This is
most clearly demonstrated in its regard for Jesus’ crucifixion and bodily resurrection on the first
day of the week.

EMAIL from Muslims:
~ 9 Inbox

Subject: The Bible Appears to be Changed
To: Aaron Goerner

C+ “How can you say, 'We are wise, and the law of the LORD is with
us'? But, behold, the false pen of the scribes has made it into a
lie. (From the RSV Bible, Jeremiah 8:8)”

...we clearly see that the Jews had so much corrupted the Bible with
their man-made cultural laws, that they had turned the Bible into a
lie!

C+ Qur'an says that GOSPEL AND THE LAW HAS BEEN CHANGED. That
means that Jews changed their Books and the Law (as also
confirmed in Jer. 8:8).

(+ IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE BENEFICENT, THE MERCIFUL

Praise Be To Him, Who Is The Lord Of The Heavens And The Worlds.
And Peace And Blessing Upon His And Our Beloved And Last Prophet
Hazrat Muhammad (S.A.W.A.W) And His Ahl-e-Bayt (The People Of
House), And His Aal (Descendants), And His Izwaaj (Wives), And His
Ashaab (Companions), And Tabieen (Students Of His Companions),
And Taba Tabieen (Students Of Tabieen), And Auliya Allah (Beloved
People Of Allah), And All The Muslim Ummabh...

Dear, you are totally wrong. You can not say Qur'an by the Bible as
qur'an clearly states that old scriptures have been changed. We
believe that the Bible you have is the changed one (and we also
proved, its only you who don't admit it) so, how can put Bible to
prove Qur'an wrong. If the old scriptures are right, then why there is
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the need of new scriptures? I don't know why you people believe in
OLD testament even when you Bible clearly says that the false pen of
scribes (of Jews) have edited the Bible. See Jerimiah 8:8

The Qur'an was revealed for the reason that old scriptures have
been changed. And why there is no scripture/book after Qur'an?
Because Qur'an itself tells that it is the complete one and it couldn't
be changed becasue God Himself took the job to protect it. And
Qur'an is protected not on the paper but in the hearts of the Muslims.
No one can destroy Qur'an or change a single dot in the Qur'an. Yet,
your bible never claims to be complete and never claims to be
unchangeable. And even your experts says that the Bible is not
everytime the word of God, but sometimes it is the words of God to
man and sometimes man to man. Even after this, you Bible (so-
called Word of God) testifies the coming of another Prophet to guide
and testifies that Jesus didn't completed his teachings and told many
things that people can't bear to listen at that time...

CAN YOU REPLY ME CORRECTLY? I know you'll just reply in
frustration and no logical answer will be replied back. But I still hope
from you a good response although this hope is just a fake
imagination.

Reply

Re: The Bible Appears to be Changed (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (&

Greetings,

You made reference to Jeremiah 8:8, but this passage does not teach that the text of
the Torah had become corrupted. If you read the larger context of Jeremiah, you will
see that the religious leaders of the Jews were telling the people everything was
okay, there would be peace, and that God was with them. Jeremiah said they were
lying. Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon, was coming and would destroy
Jerusalem and take many of the Jews into captivity. The false prophets were
preaching peace. Jeremiah was saying there would be no peace. If you read you will
notice that Jeremiah does not say that the text of the Torah had been corrupted:

Jeremiah 8:7-11

7 Even the stork in the sky knows her appointed seasons, and the
dove, the swift and the thrush observe the time of their migration. But
my people do not know the requirements of the LORD.

8 How can you say, “We are wise, for we have the law of the
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LORD,” when actually the lying pen of the scribes has handled it
falsely?

9 The wise will be put to shame; they will be dismayed and trapped.
Since they have rejected the word of the LORD, what kind of wisdom
do they have?

10 Therefore | will give their wives to other men and their fields to
new owners. From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain;
prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit.

11 They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious.
“Peace, peace,” they say, when there is no peace.

One other thing you should note about the word “pen” here in Jeremiah 8. The word
“pen” can also be used as a metaphor for the tongue:

Psalm 45:1
1 My heart is stirred by a noble theme as | recite my verses for the
king; my tongue is the pen of a skillful writer.

Jeremiah 8 does not teach that the text of the Torah had been corrupted. Rather, the
text was falsely interpreted by the lying pen/tongues of the religious leaders.
Jeremiah makes this accusation elsewhere:

Jeremiah 5:31
31 The prophets prophesy lies, the priests rule by their own authority,
and my people love it this way. But what will you do in the end?

One other text in Jeremiah proves this to be the case:

Jeremiah 26:4-6

4 Say to them, ‘This is what the LORD says: If you do not listen to
me and follow my law, which | have set before you,

5 and if you do not listen to the words of my servants the prophets,
whom | have sent to you again and again (though you have not
listened),

6 then I will make this house like Shiloh and this city an object of
cursing among all the nations of the earth.””

God would not have told His people to obey His law if it were corrupted. Another
passage of Scripture that affirms the trustworthiness of the Bible is the teaching of
Jesus:

Matthew 5:17-19

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;
I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.

18 1 tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.
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19 Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and
teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven.

Like Jeremiah, Jesus also made a similar judgment about the religious leaders of His
day,

Matthew 23:1-3

1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples:

2 “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.

3 So you must obey them and do everything they tell you. But do not
do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach.

By taking Jeremiah out of context, you are doing the same kind of thing that the
unbelieving and false teachers did in Jeremiah and Jesus’ day.

Regards,
Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

PROOF THAT THE QUR’AN IS NOT
FROM THE ONE TRUE GOD

BACKGROUND

15:1-4). Any other focus is not Christian. This isn’t to say that I don’t talk about
anything else, but it is to say that all roads lead to the cross of Jesus, His death, burial,
and resurrection on the first day of the week.

As a Christian, | strive to make my main emphasis with Muslims the gospel (1 Corinthians

By denying Jesus’ death on the cross, Muslims reject the central tenants of Christianity. One
translation of the Qur’an’s meaning explains:

157 And because of their saying (in boast), “We killed Messiah 'lesa (Jesus), son
of Maryam (Mary), the Messenger of Allah,”—but they killed him not, nor
crucified him, but the resemblance of 'lesa (Jesus) was put over another man
(and they killed that man), and those who differ therein are full of doubts. They
have no (certain) knowledge, they follow nothing but conjecture. For surely;
they killed him not [i.e. 'lesa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary)]: (Qur’an 4:157,
Muhsin Khan)

If the Muslim version of the crucifixion is to be believed, then Muslims need to historically
explain how Christian beliefs about Jesus’ crucifixion, the most shameful and socially
scandalous way of dying in Jewish and Roman culture, became central to Christianity and
understanding of what it means to follow Jesus (Luke 9:23-26).

Martin Hengel wrote of the scandal of crucifixion:

The heart of the Christian message...ran counter not only to Roman political
thinking, but to the whole ethos of religion in ancient times and in particular to
the ideas of God held by educated people (Crucifixion; [Fortress Press, 1977],
5).

The Roman statesman Cicero (106-43 BC) called crucifixion “the most cruel and disgusting
penalty” (Verrem 2:5.165); “the most extreme penalty” (Verrem 2:5.168); and said, “Let the very
name of the cross be far away not only from the body of a Roman citizen, but even from his
thoughts, his eyes, his ears” (Pro Rabiro, 5.10,16).

The Roman philosopher and writer Seneca (ca. 4 BC—AD 65), who may have been born the same
year as Jesus, said about crucifixion:

Can anyone be found who would prefer wasting away in pain dying limb by
limb, or letting out his life drop by drop, rather than expiring once for all? Can
any man be found willing to be fastened to the accursed tree, long sickly,

80



Proof

already deformed, swelling with ugly weals on shoulders and chest, and
drawing the breath of life amid long-drawn-out agony? He would have many
excuses for dying even before mounting the cross.”

The Jewish historian Josephus (who certainly witnessed crucifixions) called crucifixion “the
most wretched of deaths.”

Jerome H. Neyrey gives a summary of various classical authors describing the typical process of
crucifixion, which at every step entailed humiliation and loss of honor:

1. Crucifixion was considered the appropriate punishment for slaves (Cicero, In Verrem
2.5.168), bandits (Josephus, War 2.253), prisoners of war (Jos. War 5.451) and
revolutionaries (Josephus. Ant. 17:295; see Hengel 1977:46-63).

2. Public trials (“misera est ignominia iudicorum publicorum” [“wretched is the ignominy
of public judgment”], Cicero, Pro Rabinio 9-17) served as status degradation rituals,
which labeled the accused as a shameful person.

3. Flogging and torture, especially the blinding of eyes and the shedding of blood, generally

accompanied the sentence (Josephus. War 5.449-51 & 3.321; Livy 22.13.19; 28.37.3;

Seneca, On Anger 3.6; Philo, Flac. 72; Diodorus Siculus, 33.15.1; Plato, Gorgias, 473bc

and Republic 2.362e). Since, according to m. Mak. 3.12, scourging was done both to the

front and back of the body, the victims were nude; often they befouled themselves with

urine or excrement (3.14).

The condemned were forced to carry the cross beam (Plutarch, Delay 554B).

The victim’s property, normally clothing, was confiscated; hence they were further

shamed by being denuded (see Diodorus Siculus, 33.15.1).

6. The victim lost power and thus honor through pinioning of hands and arms, especially
the mutilation of being nailed to the cross (Philo, Post. 61; Somn. 2.213).

7. Executions served as crude forms of public entertainment, where the crowds ridiculed
and mocked the victims (Philo, Sp. Leg. 3.160), who were sometimes affixed to crosses
in an odd and whimsical manner, including impalement (Seneca: Consol. ad Marciam
20.3; Josephus, War 5.451).

8. Death by crucifixion was often slow and protracted. The powerless victim suffered
bodily distortions, loss of bodily control, and enlargement of the penis (Steinberg
1983:82-108). Ultimately, they were deprived of life and thus the possibility of gaining
satisfaction or vengeance.

9. In many cases, victims were denied honorable burial; corpses were left on display and
devoured by carrion birds and scavenger animals (Pliny, Historia Naturalis 36. 107—
108).7

o s

3 Seneca, Dialogue 3:2,2, quoted by Gerald G. O’Collins “Crucifixion.” In The Anchor Bible
Dictionary. Edited by D.N. Freedman (New York: Doubleday, 1992), 1:12009.

 Jerome H. Neyrey, “Despising the Shame of the Cross: Honor and Shame in the Johannine
Passion Narrative.” Semeia 68:112-113.



Proof

Given the shame of crucifixion in Jewish and Roman culture, it’s not enough for Muslims to
simply deny history and assert that Christianity is an invention or perversion of history. Muslims
need to historically explain how and why the Christian, Jewish, and non-Christian version of the
crucifixion is the historical record and not the Muslim account. This is an important point that is
often overlooked but needs to be pressed. Muslims have had some 1,400 years to give historical
justification for their alternative view of the crucifixion, but they have not been able to come up
with anything historically substantial. They are left with historical fiction.

EMAIL from Muslims:
] Inbox

Subject: Looking for Proof
To: Aaron Goerner

C+ ..what is your proof that the Quran is untruthful?

E Reply

Re: Looking for Proof (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (>
Greetings,

You asked the question, “What is your proof that the Quran is untruthful?”

An-Nisa 4:157.
My evidence can be summarized as:

The Old Testament prophets testified to Jesus’ death and burial.

Jesus testified to His death on multiple occasions.

We have eyewitnesses to the death of Jesus on the cross.

We know of people who participated in the burial of Jesus’ dead body.
Even non-Christian sources wrote that Jesus died.

YVVYYVYY

v Josephus (Jewish historian born around 37 AD and died 100 AD)
refers to Jesus’ death (Antiquities 18.3.3).

v Tacitus (AD 55-120), a renowned historian of ancient Rome wrote
around 115 A.D. that Christ was “executed” by Pilate (Annals 15.44).




Proof

» The law/Torah requires that a matter be established by two or three
witnesses (Deuteronomy 17:6-7). Therefore, the testimonies of Jesus, Old
Testament prophets, Jesus’ followers, non-Christian historians, etc. is true,
legal and believable compared to the testimony of Muhammad (or the
Qur’an), which was written some six hundred years after the event.

Every non-Islamic historian that | am aware of affirms that Jesus died on the cross. Even
though it claims certainty, An-Nisa 4:157 is an historical claim that is far from
historical certainty,

004.157

YUSUF ALI: That they said (in boast), “We killed Christ Jesus the son of
Mary, the Messenger of Allah”;—but they killed him not, nor crucified
him, but so it was made to appear to them, and those who differ therein are
full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow,
for of a surety they killed him not:-

PICKTHAL : And because of their saying: We slew the Messiah, Jesus
son of Mary, Allah's messenger—they slew him not nor crucified him, but
it appeared so unto them; and lo! those who disagree concerning it are in
doubt thereof; they have no knowledge thereof save pursuit of a
conjecture; they slew him not for certain.

SHAKIR: And their saying: Surely we have killed the Messiah, Isa son of
Marium, the messenger of Allah; and they did not Kill him nor did they
crucify him, but it appeared to them so (like Isa) and most surely those
who differ therein are only in a doubt about it; they have no knowledge
respecting it, but only follow a conjecture, and they killed him not for
sure.

From an historical point of view this claim is untrue. This claim was made hundreds of
years after the event and has no historical support from the 1% century. It is Muslims
who conjecture; Muslims who have no certain knowledge; Muslims who are full of
doubts about what actually happened during the crucifixion.

Regards,
Aaron
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WAS MUHAMMAD THE PROPHET
SPOKEN OF BY MOSES?

MOSES SPOKE ABOUT JESUS

BACKGROUND

“miracle” or a “verse.” “(Here is) a Book which We have sent down unto thee, full of

blessings, that they may mediate on its Signs (ayat), and that men of understanding may

receive admonition” (Qur’an 38:29). Here, Signs (ayat) can refer either to divine
works/signs/miracles or to the words of the Qur’an.”

The Arabic word for “sign” is aya (plural ayat), which in the Qur’an can mean either a

The words of Moses and Jesus were confirmed by signs. For example, Jesus said, “I am the light
of the world,” and He then healed a man born blind (John 9). Jesus said, “T am the resurrection
and the life,” and He then confirmed His Words by raising the dead (John 11).

By way of contrast, Muslims believe the great miracle of the Qur’an is its inimitability (I ’jaz al-
Quran in Arabic). “Say: ‘If the mankind and the jinns were together to produce the like of this

® William A. Graham, “Scripture and the Qur’an.” In Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an. General
Editor: Jane Dammen McAuliffe (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2005), CD-ROM version.
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Quran, they could not produce the like thereof, even if they helped one another.”” (Qur’an 17:88,
Muhsin Khan)

Muhammad’s spoken words are the great miraculous sign confirming his spoken words.”® This is
problematic for at least three reasons: (1) First and foremost, Muhammad’s words (ayat)

® Oxford history professor Diarmaid MacCulloch relates:

Within Muhammad’s lifetime—nhe is generally said to have died in 632 CE—Muslims in Mecca
had become a victorious and self-confident community which now needed regulation for its
life. Both these experiences are reflected in pronouncements which, during the next century and
a half, came to be a fixed and written text—still known despite its written form as ‘that which is
to be recited’, or Qur’an. In contrast to the similar transition in fortunes for the followers of
Christ witnessed in the Gospels, Acts and Epistles of the New Testament, the Muslims from the
earliest days won their survival at least partly by physical force of arms, another phase in the
struggles which had convulsed the peninsula over the past century, and their subsequent
extraordinary expansion was inseparable from military conquest. Little more than half a century
after the first convulsions in Mecca, the Dyophysite Patriarch Henanisho | had the courage to
point this out to ‘Abd al-Malik, then Islamic caliph (that is, the leader who claimed to be
successor to Muhammad). The Caliph asked him to give his opinion of Islam. The Patriarch
replied, ‘It is a power that was established by the sword and not a faith confirmed by divine
miracles, like Christianity and like the old law of Moses’ (A History of Christianity: The First
Three Thousand Years [London; New York: Allen Lane/Penguin Books, 2009], 256).

On the other hand, the American Sunni Muslim Muhammad Hisham Kabbani writes of
Muhammad’s miracles:

He was a healer for himself and for others, primarily by reciting the Quran for whoever was ill.
He warned people to avoid overeating. He performed countless miracles. He prayed that Ali not
feel the hot and cold weather, and thereafter, he never felt them. He prayed for 1bn Abbas to be
a genius in religion, jurisprudence, and explanation of the Quran, which came to pass. When
Qutada’s eye fell out of its socket, he restored it, and Qutada was able to see with it better than
he ever had before. He rubbed the foot of lbn Abi Atig when it was broken and it was healed
immediately.

The moon split on his order as a sign to the unbelievers. Water sprang forth from his fingers
from which a whole army drank and made ablution. Water poured forth from a small cup of
water, converting the desert into an oasis. The branch of a tree under which he sat, bowed in a
gesture of love as he stood up to leave. The minbar, from which he preached, used to give a
moaning sound, as if crying for him. The stones in his hand praised God, so that everyone heard
them.

The animals complained to him. The deer and the wolf witnessed his prophethood. He predicted
that his daughter Fatimah would be the first to follow him in death. He foretold that Uthman
Dhun Nurayn, his third rightly-guided caliph and son-in-law, would be assassinated. He
announced the murder of al-Aswad ibn Anas on the night of his death in Sana, in far-off
Yemen. He mentioned the death of the king of Persia to his Compansions at the exact moment
it occurred. He ate meat full of poison, but nothing happened to him, althought the one who ate
with him died immediately. Countless other miracles could be mentioned (Classical Islam and


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hisham_Kabbani
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contradict previously spoken words (ayat) of Jesus and Moses that were confirmed by miraculous
signs (ayat); (2) The Qur’an does not affirm Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection; and (3)
those who speak classical Arabic give different assessments of the Qur’an’s inimitability:

Positive Assessments of the Qur’an, Style of the Qur’an, and Grammar of the Qur’an:

Muslim translator of the Qur’an, Marmaduke Pickthall, a British convert to Islam,
described the Qur’an as an “inimitable symphony, the very sounds of which move
men to tears and ecstasy.”

George Sale, a non-Muslim English translator of the Qur’an thought: “The style
of the Koran is generally beautiful and fluent, especially where it imitates the
prophetic manner and scripture phrases. It is concise and often obscure, adorned
with bold figures after the eastern taste, enlivened with florid and sententious
expressions, and in many places, especially when the majesty and attributes of
God are described, sublime and magnificent.”

The Austrian J. von Hammer-Purgstall stated: “The Koran is not only the law
book of Islam, but also a masterpiece of Arabic poetic art. Only the high magic of
the language could give to the speech of Abdallah’s son the stamp of the speech
of God.”

F.J. Steingass said the Qur’an is “[...] A work, then, which calls forth so powerful
and seemingly incompatible emotions even in the distant reader—distant as to
time, and still more so as to mental development—a work which not only
conquers the repugnance with which he may begin its perusal, but changes this
adverse feeling into astonishment and admiration.”

Negative Assessments of the Qur’an, Qur’anic Style, and Grammar of the Qur’an:

Richard Bell remarked that, for a long time, occidental scholars called attention to
“the grammatical unevennesses and interruption of sense which occur in the
Quran.”

The Qur’anic scholar and Semitist Theodor N6ldeke qualified the qur’anic
language as: “drawling, dull and prosaic.” Elsewhere Noldeke said the Qur’an,
“Aesthetically considered, is by no means a first-rate performance.”

Jakob Barth was struck by “the disruptions of the relations™ in the surahs.

The Iragi English Semitist A. Mingana thought that the style of the Qur’an
“suffers from the disabilities that always characterize a first attempt in a new
literary language which is under the influence of an older and more fixed
literature.”

the Nagshbandi Sufi Tradition, second edition [Islamic Supreme Council of America, 2004],
pp.93f.).

These miracles, with the arguable exception of the splitting of the moon, are not explicitly found in
the Qur’an, whereas Jesus’ miracles are found in the Gospels. The alleged miracles of Muhammad
were written down hundreds of years after his death when there were no living witnesses.
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e R.A. Nicholson, a specialist in Arabic literature and Sufism observed: “The
preposterous arrangement of the Koran [...] is mainly responsible for the opinion
held by European readers that it is obscure, tiresome, uninteresting; a farrago of
long-winded narratives and prosaic exhortations, quite unworthy to be named in
the same breath with the Prophetical Books of the Old Testament.””’

e Gerd Puin, an authority on classical Arabic wrote, “A fifth of the Qur’anic text is
just incomprehensible.”®

EMAIL from Muslims:

~ ' Inbox

Subject: Muhammad as the Foretold Prophet
To: Aaron Goerner

¢+ Prophet Muhammad, prophesised in the Book of Deuteronomy:

Almighty God speaks to Moses in Book of Deuteronomy chapter 18

verse 18:

"I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto
thee, and I will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto

them all that I shall command him."

C Al the previous prophets were sent to one particular community for

a particular period. Last of his all prophets is Muhammed(puh)

whose mission is universal (to the whole world).So it is obligatory

for the previous communities(including Christians) to believe in

the last Prohet. Because Almighty Allah has informed them about

his advent(coming) in previous Scriptures through his

Prophets(including Jesus(puh)).You can read for example in John

16:7-15, an also in Deuteronomy 18:18:20.

" These references were taken from Claude Gilliot, Pierre Larcher, “Language and Style of the
Qur’an.” In Encyclopaedia of the Qur an. General Editor: Jane Dammen McAuliffe (Leiden

and Boston: Brill, 2005), CD-ROM version.

8 Gerd R. Puin, in Wikipedia; see also “Criticism of the Quran.”
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. Reply

Re: Muhammad as the Foretold Prophet (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,

Deuteronomy refers to God sending a prophet like Moses. This likeness is explained
in terms of intimacy and closeness of God: “I will put my words in his mouth,

Deuteronomy 18:15-18

The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own
brothers. You must listen to him.

For this is what you asked of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the
assembly when you said, “Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see
this great fire anymore, or we will die.”

The LORD said to me: “What they say is good.

I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put
my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him.

The closeness of Moses and the Prophet like him would be personal: “face to face”,

Deuteronomy 34:10-12

Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD
knew face to face,

who did all those miraculous signs and wonders the LORD sent him to do
in Egypt—to Pharaoh and to all his officials and to his whole land.

For no one has ever shown the mighty power or performed the awesome
deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.

As you can see from the above passages, like Moses does not refer to the angel
Gabriel revealing God’s Word to the prophet like Moses, but God Himself. The
above prophecies in the Torah corresponds to what Jesus taught, “For I did not speak
of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how
to say it. I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever | say is just
what the Father has told me to say” (John 12:49-50; see also John 7:16; 8:28, 38;
14:10, 24).

The above passages from the Torah also teach that the Prophet would be like Moses
and do many miracles. Jesus did miracles like Moses. In fact, His miracles surpassed
those of Moses (Jesus gave sight to the blind, He raised the dead, He walked on
water, etc.). One of my favorite signs that Jesus performed was forgiving another
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man’s sins and then proving He had the authority to forgive sins by healing him. In
the Injeel account by Mark (2:1-12), Jesus forgives sins:”

Mark 2:2-12

2 So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door,
and he preached the word to them.

3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them.

4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made
an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered
the mat the paralyzed man was lying on.

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are
forgiven.”

6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves,
7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can
forgive sins but God alone?”

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were
thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these
things?

9 Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to
say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?

10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins....” He said to the paralytic,

11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.”

12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This
amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen
anything like this!”

The greatest sign of Jesus is His empty tomb. Muhammad’s tomb is still occupied.
The Bible says Jesus was the prophet like Moses. Jesus said, “If you believed Moses,

you would believe me, for he wrote about me” (John 5:46). Elsewhere it is recorded,
“Philip found Nathanael and told him, ‘We have found the one Moses wrote about in

™ This is in major contrast to Muhammad, who said he repented more than seventy times each
day and sought Allah’s forgiveness a hundred times a day.

Al-Agharr al-Muzani who was from amongst the Companions of Allah’s Apostle (may
peace be upon him) reported that Ibn 'Umar stated to him that Allah’s Messenger (may
peace 'be upon him) said: O people, seek repentance from Allah. Verily, | seek

repentance from Him a hundred times a day. (Sahih Muslim, Book 035, Number 6523.)

Narrated Abu Huraira:

I heard Allah's Apostle saying. “By Allah! | ask for forgiveness from Allah and turn to
Him in repentance more than seventy times a day.” (Sahih Bukhari, Volume 8, Book 75,
Number 319.)
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the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote — Jesus of Nazareth, the son of

Joseph.” ”” (John 1:45).

Jesus fed 5,000 men (not including women and children) with five loaves of bread
and two fish (John 6:1-14). After the people ate and were satisfied the leftovers were
gathered totaling twelve basketfuls with fragments from the bread. When the people
saw the sign Jesus performed they said, "This is truly the Prophet who is to come into

the world."

The people made this statement about Jesus being "the Prophet™ because almost 1,500
years earlier, Moses had said another prophet would arise like himself and do similar
kinds of miracles (Deuteronomy 18:15-18; 34:10-12). Jesus did miracles like Moses;
in fact, Jesus’ miracles surpassed those done by Moses. Muhammad did not do have
such miracles and signs. Compare the words of Muhammad with those of Moses:

029.050

YUSUF ALLI: Ye they say: "Why
are not Signs sent down to him
from his Lord?" Say: "The signs
are indeed with Allah: and | am
indeed a clear Warner."
PICKTHAL: And they say: Why
are not portents sent down upon
him from his Lord? Say: Portents
are with Allah only, and I am but
a plain warner.

SHAKIR: And they say: Why are
not signs sent down upon him
from his Lord? Say: The signs are
only with Allah, and I am only a
plain warner.

Deuteronomy 18:15

15 The LorD your God will raise up
for you a prophet like me from
among your own brothers. You must
listen to him.

Deuteronomy 34:10-12

10 Since that time no prophet has
risen in Israel like Moses, whom the
LoRD knew face to face,

11 for all the signs and wonders
which the LORD sent him to
perform in the land of Egypt against
Pharaoh, all his servants, and all his
land,

12 and for all the mighty power and
for all the great terror which Moses
performed in the sight of all Israel.

Muhammad claimed to be “only a plain warner.” According to Muhammad’s own
testimony he was not the prophet Moses spoke about. He was unlike Moses and Jesus

who warned with signs and wonders.

Some believe that the Qur’an was Muhammad’s greatest sign. If this is so, then it is a
problem because the Qur’an contradicts what previous prophets said and contradicts
what God did in history through Jesus in His death and resurrection.

Regards,
Aaron
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MUHAMMAD’S ILLITERACY

BACKGROUND

believe that Muhammad did not have prior knowledge of the Bible and was not able to

read or write. If Muhammad allegedly could not read or write, the literary and inimitable
n.8°

R elated to the supposed miracle of the Qur’an is Muhammad’s illiteracy (ummi). Muslims

masterpiece of the Qur’an is, therefore, proof to them of its divine origi

Since Muhammad allegedly had no prior knowledge of the Bible, the Qur’an’s familiarity with
the stories of the Bible is also further proof of its divine origin (e.g. Adam, Cain and Abel,
Noah’s Flood, Abraham, Joseph, Job, Moses and Aaron, David, Jonah, etc.).

The Islamic theologian and legal scholar Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606 AH/1210 AD) commented
about Muhammad’s illiteracy as it applies to the Qur’an:

If he [Muhammad] had mastered writing and reading, he possibly would have
been suspected of having studied the books of the ancients. Hence, he would
have acquired all these branches of knowledge through this reading. So, when
he passed on this mighty Qur an, which includes so many fields of knowledge,
without having had any learning and reading, this was one of the miracles [of
his prophethood].... God provided him with all the knowledge of the ancestors

8 «“The conviction that the Prophet had to be illiterate in order to remain an immaculate vessel
for the “inlibration” of the Divine word in the Kur’an is central to Muslim piety”
(Annemarie Schimmel, “Muhammad.” In The Encyclopaedia of Islam, ed. P. Bearman et al.
[Leiden: Brill, 1986-2004], CD-ROM version).

Many people believe Muhammad learned about Jesus and the Scriptures orally. Samuel
Zwemer wrote:

The question may well be raised concerning the sources of Mohammed’s information.
How and from whom did he learn of Jesus Christ? Whatever may have been the
condition of Christianity in Arabia, there is no doubt that he came in contact with it all
through his life. One of the chief stories he must have heard from his boyhood days was
that of the Christian invasion from the south and the defeat of Abraha’s troops. Later in
life he went to Syria, met the monks, and also passed through the territory of the
Christian tribes in north Arabia. After he professed to be a prophet, his favourite
concubine was Miriam, a Coptic Christian, the mother of his darling son lbrahim. In
addition to all this, Moslems themselves admit that there were Christians and Jews who
assisted Mohammed and instructed him (Samuel Zwemer, The Moslem Christ [London:
Oliphants Ld, 1912], 11).
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and of later generations, gave him from among the branches of knowledge and
truths, that which none of the human beings before him had ever achieved. In
spite of this mighty power of mind and understanding, God made him [in the
condition of] not having learned how to write, [a matter] which can be easily
learned [even] by people with the least mind and understanding (Razi, Tafsir,
xv, 23, ad Q 7:157). [Muhammad was] a man, who had not learned from a
master, and who had not studied any book or attended any lecture of a scholar,
because Mecca was not a place of scholars, and the messenger of God was not
absent from Mecca for a long period of time, which would make it possible to
claim that he learned [so] many sciences during that absence. God did open for
him the gate of knowledge and realization [of his prophethood], even though [he
was unlettered]...”®

Muslims sometimes argue that Muhammad, the illiterate (ummi) Prophet, is mentioned in the
Torah and gospel. One of the texts from the Qur’an they cite is Al-Araf 7:157:

Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can neither read nor write
(i.e. Muhammad SAW) whom they find written with them in the Taurat (Torah)
(Deut, xviii, 15) and the Injeel (Gospel) (John xiv, 16),—he commands them for
Al-Ma'ruf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam has ordained); and forbids
them from Al-Munkar (i.e. disbelief, polytheism of all kinds, and all that Islam
has forbidden); he allows them as lawful At-Taiyibat [(i.e. all good and lawful)
as regards things, deeds, beliefs, persons, foods, etc.], and prohibits them as
unlawful Al-Khaba'ith (i.e. all evil and unlawful as regards things, deeds,
beliefs, persons, foods, etc.), he releases them from their heavy burdens (of
Allah's Covenant), and from the fetters (bindings) that were upon them. So
those who believe in him (Muhammad SAW), honour him, help him, and follow
the light (the Quran) which has been sent down with him, it is they who will be
successful (Muhsin Khan).

Muslims are unable to find the phrase “the unlettered Prophet™ in the Torah or gospels with
reference to Muhammad. Undeterred, Muslims sometimes claim that the “unlettered Prophet” is
not found in the Jewish and Christian Scriptures because the Christian and Jewish Scriptures
have been corrupted. But the absence of the “unlettered Prophet” in Scripture is further evidence
for why the Qur’an is not the Word of God.

Muhammad had an alleged experience with an angel. His experience and subsequent recitation
trumps and makes unnecessary previous revelation. Muslims are left with Muhammad’s
recitation of a history that Muhammad never witnessed. They are left with a history which, at
key points, contradicts other authoritative and more reliable historical sources.

When Muhammad’s recitation contradicts other revelation that is firmly established, such as
Jesus’ death on the cross, the Qur’an is believed and everything else is dismissed. However,

8 Tafsir, xv, 29, ad Q 7:158 quoted in “Illiteracy.” In Encyclopaedia of the Qur 'an. General
Editor: Jane Dammen McAuliffe (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2005), CD-ROM version.
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believing Muhammad’s testimony and rejecting reliable eyewitness testimony is irrational. Islam
is a faith independent of history, a kind of hypnosis. This sharply contrasts with Christianity:

Whereas other religions have looked to nature and mystical or rational
experience to find the revelation of God, the Biblical faith finds revelation
primarily in certain historical events.%?
Jesus once asked, “If I told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if |

tell you heavenly things?” (John 3:12). Here is a follow-up question: “If Muhammad spoke what
was untrue about earthly things, then why should we believe him about heavenly things?”

EMAIL from Muslims:
~ - Inbox

Subject: Muhammad’s llliteracy
To: Aaron Goerner

C* The biggest and most important evidence of Muhammad'’s truth is the
Quran itself. Let me remind you of an “undisputed” historical fact
that Muhammad was illiterate even in his own language, and that he
was never known to study or learn from or even come in touch with
people who have knowledge of the Bible or the Hebrew scriptures.
This is what made early Muslims believe in him, and what made them
believe that the Quran is told by God, word by word, to Muhammad
through Angel Gabriel. This is what makes me, a truth pursuer,
believe in the authenticity of Muhammad and the Quran, after
reading many books about the early Islamic era. It would be really
hard for a shepherd to invent such stories that closely resembles
much older scriptures, and it would be impossible for him to have
known about those scriptures in secret.

8 Wwilliam Hordern, New Directions in Theology Today (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1966), 55.
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| Reply

1%

Re: Muhammad’s llliteracy (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»+

Greetings,

Even if Muhammad had never come into contact with the Scriptures, | cannot agree with
you that what Muhammad said “closely resembles much older scriptures.” It departs
significantly in certain places from what older scriptures previously revealed.

You point out that Muhammad’s illiteracy (ummi) would have made it hard, or even
impossible, to invent stories like older scriptures. | agree. However, even if Muhammad
never came into contact with the Scriptures, it is important to remember that fallen
angels can recite Scripture. Of course, if a fallen angel speaks about the Bible, he will
deviate in subtle and sometimes not so subtle ways from God’s Word.

The Christian Scriptures teach that even demons believe “God is one” (James 2:19). In
fact, when Jesus was tempted the devil recited Scripture (Psalm 91:11-12),

Matthew 4:1-11

1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the
devil.

2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.

3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these
stones to become bread.”

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on
every word that comes from the mouth of God.””

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the
highest point of the temple.

6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is
written: ““He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift
you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a
stone.””

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to
the test.””

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.

9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship
me.”

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: “Worship
the Lord your God, and serve him only.””

11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.
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The devil has the ability to recite Scripture to lead others astray from God has revealed.
It was because Jesus knew Scripture that He was able to refute the devil three times by
saying, “It is written...” Jesus compared what the devil said to what was previously
revealed in Scripture.

Muhammad’s illiteracy, what you call “undisputed” historical fact, should cause you
great concern because ignorance of Scripture makes a person most susceptible to the lies
and deceit of the devil. Muhammad’s illiteracy prevented him from comparing what was
being spoken to him with what God previously revealed. The Qur’an’s departure from
the Bible is not evidence that the Bible is corrupt. Rather, it is great evidence that
Muhammad’s message did not come from God. This departure from the Bible is evident
in the Qur’an’s denial of Jesus’ death on the cross for sin and failure to affirm Jesus
bodily resurrection after His death on the cross. These two historic events are central to
“much older scriptures” (see Luke 24).

Best Regards,

Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

TWO OR THREE WITNESSES: WHAT
WAS MUHAMMAD’S AUTHORITY?

EMAIL from Muslims:
~ 1 Inbox

Subject: On Whose Authority?
To: Aaron Goerner

C+ What are the historical evidences that God talked to Moses? ...Is there
any eyewitness when Moses saw God? Is there any HISTORICAL
(not Biblical) eyewitness of Jesus' resurrection? Then why should you
believe in these things when these things don't pass the historical
test? Why should you believe in Moses' stories if there was not
eyewitness when he saw the God?

g Reply

Re: On Whose Authority? (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,

Unlike Muhammad, the testimony of Jesus and Moses was substantiated by extraordinary
and supernatural witnesses.

Were God’s people to believe God spoke to Moses on the single testimony of Moses?
No. In fact, God discusses this with Moses in Exodus 4:1-9:

Exodus 4:1-9

1 Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and
say, ‘The LORD did not appear to you’?”

2 Then the LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” “A staff,” he
replied.
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3 The LORD said, “Throw it on the ground.” Moses threw it on the ground
and it became a snake, and he ran from it.

4 Then the LORD said to him, “Reach out your hand and take it by the
tail.” So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned back
into a staff in his hand.

5 “This,” said the LORD, “is so that they may believe that the LORD, the
God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God
of Jacob—has appeared to you.”

6 Then the LORD said, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” So Moses put
his hand into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was leprous, like snow.
7 “Now put it back into your cloak,” he said. So Moses put his hand back
into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored, like the rest of his
flesh.

8 Then the LORD said, “If they do not believe you or pay attention to the
first miraculous sign, they may believe the second.

9 But if they do not believe these two signs or listen to you, take some
water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The water you take
from the river will become blood on the ground.”

Other evidence was given in the signs, wonders, and miracles Moses performed in the
sight of Pharaoh, Egypt, and all Israel. Another important evidence was that God not only
spoke to Moses, but also in the hearing of all Israel (Exodus 19-20). There were other
witnesses and confirmations given at various points in Moses’ ministry (e.g. Korah,
Dathan and Abiram). Moses was not the only witness to the historical fact that God spoke
to him.

Was Jesus a single witness to Himself?

No. It is recorded that God spoke from heaven during Jesus’ ministry:

At Jesus’ baptism by the prophet John:

Matthew 3:17
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I
am well pleased.”

At the Mount of Transfiguration, where Moses and Elijah were also
present:

Luke 9:35

A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have
chosen; listen to him.”

Jesus’ disciple Peter testified to hearing the voice from heaven:



Two or Three Witnesses

2 Peter 1:16-18

16 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of
his majesty.

17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice
came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I
love; with him I am well pleased.”

18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were
with him on the sacred mountain.

Jesus’ Virgin Birth and many miracles testified to His identity. Jesus gave sight to the
blind; He raised the dead; He walked on water; He fed 5,000 men (not including women

and children) with five loaves of bread and two fish (John 6:1-14); etc. One of my

favorite signs that Jesus performed was forgiving another man’s sins and then proving He
had the authority to forgive sins by healing him. In Mark 2:1-12, Jesus forgives sins and

testifies to His authority to forgive by healing:

Mark 2:2-12

2 So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door,
and he preached the word to them.

3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them.

4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made
an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered
the mat the paralyzed man was lying on.

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are
forgiven.”

6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves,
7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can
forgive sins but God alone?”

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were
thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these
things?

9 Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven,’ or to
say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?

10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins....” He said to the paralytic,

11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.”

12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This
amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen
anything like this!”

Jesus demonstrated His authority and did not merely claim authority.

Jesus’ demonstrated His authority over demons,
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Matthew 8:16

When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to
him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick.
Matthew 8:28-33

When he arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes, two
demon-possessed men coming from the tombs met him. They were so
violent that no one could pass that way.

“What do you want with us, Son of God?” they shouted. “Have you come
here to torture us before the appointed time?”

Some distance from them a large herd of pigs was feeding.

The demons begged Jesus, “If you drive us out, send us into the herd of
pigs.”

He said to them, “Go!” So they came out and went into the pigs, and the
whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and died in the water.
Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the town and reported all this,
including what had happened to the demon-possessed men.

Jesus’ demonstrated His authority over creation,

Matthew 8:23-27

Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him.

Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves
swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping.

The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to
drown!”

He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?”” Then he got up
and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.

The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the
winds and the waves obey him!”

Muhammad claimed authority. However, he served as his only authority which is not
valid/legal. He is the only testimony to his testimony that Gabriel spoke to him. It is claimed
that the Qur’an was Muhammad’s greatest sign. This misses the point because the Qur’an
came from Muhammad’s mouth to the ears of men; it is Muhammad’s testimony to his
testimony. What you need is other evidence like that given by Jesus and Moses.
Muhammad’s singular testimony is to be rejected because it contradicts previously validated
testimony of other prophets. It contradicts what God did in history through Jesus in His death
and resurrection. Of course, you can say that Muhammad claimed God’s Word had become
corrupted. But consider that the Qur’an requires four witnesses when a woman is accused of
adultery (Al-Maeda 4:15; Al-Noor 24:4; cf. 2:282). Of course, adultery is a serious charge
and witnesses should be required. And yet, Muhammad’s claim that God’s Word revealed to
Christians is adulterated is an even more serious claim. What testimony/witnesses did
Muhammad give to support his allegation that the Christian Scriptures were adulterated?

Regards,
Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

CAN GOD DIE?

BACKGROUND

common Muslim objection to Christianity is the question, “How could God die on the

Across?” Behind this question is the Muslim denial of Jesus’ deity and His death on the
Cross.

As Christians, we need to be clear that Jesus is truly God and Man. The Incarnation involved

addition and not subtraction (remaining what He was, He became what He was not). We also

need to be clear that God cannot die. This leads to the following question theologians have

wrestled with for centuries:

» Jesus is truly God and man.
» Jesus died on the cross.
» Therefore, did God die on the cross? Can God die?

Different answers and explanations have been given over the centuries, but John Calvin’s
classical statement is one of the soundest and most succinct:

In short, since neither as God alone could he feel death, nor as man alone could
he overcome it, he coupled human nature with divine that to atone for sin he
might submit the weakness of the one to death; and that, wrestling with death by
the power of the other nature, he might win victory for us (Institutes of the
Christian Religion 11, xii, 3).
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EMAIL from Muslims:

=

Inbox

Subject: Can God Die?
To: Aaron Goerner

Just one question: Can God die? If yes, Jesus' death is acceptable on
the cross. If no, then he was not divine. What say you?

let think, is a God can died ??

in Islam a God is the most basic, simple, and elementary meaning of
the word. He has no children, parents nor any equals..

He can't died because He manage someone when he/she must die or
born.

Jesus is one of the Messenger of the God, in Islam believed as Isa
'Alaihissalam...

If you consider jesus to be son of God and give him Godness rank
then how humen whould be able to kill God. Is a God killable? then
What kind of God is it? What kind of God is a God that dies on a
Cross?

Reply

Re: Can God die? (My Christian Response)
From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,

Thank you for your email.

Christians believe Jesus is fully God and fully man. Jesus has always been God but
when He was conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary He took upon Himself human
flesh; remaining what He was (God) He became what He was not (man). At the cross
the human nature of Jesus died and not His divine nature.

In order for us to have eternal life Jesus had to take upon Himself human nature for two
reasons.

First, Jesus became a man (Virgin Birth) to take upon Himself the requirements of the
Law. The Law promised life for perfect obedience. Jesus kept the Law perfectly which
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is good news because you and I have not kept God’s law perfectly and perpetually in all
our thoughts words and deeds. Those who believe in Jesus are credited with Christ’s
obedience and the blessing of life. Jesus said,

“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent
me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from
death to life.” (John 5:24)

The Law not only required perfect obedience for life; it also required death for
disobedience. Physical death was not only the penalty for sin, but divine forsakenness
and divine wrath. Jesus never sinned, but He took upon Himself the penalty, wrath, and
death for the sins of those who believe in Him. This was one of the purposes of the
sacrifices and various holy days in the Old Testament. They pointed to Jesus the “Lamb
of God Who takes away the sin of the world.” A mere man could never stand before the
fullness of divine wrath against sin. However, Jesus was not a mere man. He is truly
God and overcame the fullness of divine wrath against sin in His divine nature.

It is on the basis of Jesus Christ’s perfect obedience to the Law and His taking upon
Himself the penalty of the Law that a person can have assurance of their salvation.
Through faith in Jesus a person finds peace with God which is what Jesus spoke to His
disciples after He rose again from the dead,

John 20:19-23

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you!”

20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples
were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.”

22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive
them, they are not forgiven.”

May God grant that you find this peace through faith in Jesus Christ.

| recommend you read Genesis 15, Genesis 22, the Gospel of Matthew, and the Gospel
of John.

Regards,
Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

SON OF GOD

BACKGROUND

do: “The Jews call 'Uzair a son of Allah,® and the Christians call Christ the son of Allah.
That is a saying from their mouth; (in this) they but imitate what the unbelievers of old
used to say. Allah's curse be on them: how they are deluded away from the Truth!” (9:30).

The Qur’an forbids calling Jesus the Son of God and pronounces a curse upon those who

However, the reasons the Qur’an rejects Jesus as the Son of God are not the beliefs of orthodox
Christianity:

» No son did Allah beget, nor is there any god along with Him: (if there
were many gods), behold, each god would have taken away what he had
created, and some would have lorded it over others! Glory to Allah! (He
is free) from the (sort of) things they attribute to Him! (23:91)

8 There is nothing in the Bible about 'Uzair /Ezra being called the Son of God. Some Muslims
have proposed that the reference is to medieval Judaism’s belief in Metatron.
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» Yet they make the Jinns equals with Allah, though Allah did create the
Jinns; and they falsely, having no knowledge, attribute to Him sons and
daughters. Praise and glory be to Him! (for He is) above what they
attribute to Him!

To Him is due the primal origin of the heavens and the earth: How can
He have a son when He hath no consort? He created all things, and He
hath full knowledge of all things (6:100-101).

Christians are monotheists, not polytheists. Christians do not believe God had a consort, and this
is not implied by the title “Son of God.” If the Allah of the Qur’an rightly understood the
orthodox Christian doctrine of the Trinity and Incarnation, it is not evident from the Qur’an.
Therefore, it often takes time and patience explaining to Muslims that Christians do not believe
what the Qur’an rejects about Jesus’ Sonship.

Another Muslim objection to the Incarnation is the belief that God’s taking upon Himself flesh
and blood compromises God’s greatness. One Muslim expressed it in the following way to me:

C 1f Jesus (pbuh) was God, why was he born through a vagina? How can a
holy thing come out of an unholy place? Why didn’t he just descend
from heaven? It would have been easier for me to believe that he was
God that way.

C* How could God eat human food, have human needs, and produce waste?

C* How could God be a weak and dependent baby? How could He be hurt
by mere nails and bleed? | need my God to be stronger than me.

While Christians believe the Eternal Son of God became a man, we do not believe this means
God became unholy, or God became weak, or that God died. The Bible teaches that Jesus
remained God and became what He was not: man (Philippians 2:5-11). It was in His humanity
that Jesus became weak, fulfilled the Law for our righteousness, bore our sin, and died on the
Cross.

Furthermore, it must be emphasized that the Incarnation is not a denial of God’s greatness but
just the opposite. God is so great that His creation of all things involved infinite condescension.
Anything God does in creation involves infinite condescension. God is so great that He must
infinitely condescend to look upon the angels and stars. God is so great that He must infinitely
condescend to hear our prayers. God is so great that He must infinitely condescend to save us.

Psalm 113:5-7

SWho is like the LoRD our God, the One who sits enthroned on high,
®who stoops down to look on the heavens and the earth?

"He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap.

God’s condescension does not imply that God is weak or unholy. Nor does it imply a
compromise to God’s deity. Degradation is not inherent to divine condescension. Rather, God’s
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condescension affirms and is the means by which God’s greatness is made known in His
creation.

The Incarnation is the greatest example of divine condescension. Jonathan Edwards stated it
beautifully when he wrote:

[T]he gospel leads us to love God as an infinitely condescending God. The
gospel, above all things in the world, holds forth the exceeding condescension
of God. No other manifestation that ever God made of himself exhibits such
wonderful condescension as the Christian revelation does. The gospel teaches
how God, who humbles himself to behold things that are in heaven and earth,
stooped so low as to take an infinitely gracious notice of poor vile worms of the
dust, and to concern himself for their salvation, and so as to send his only-
begotten Son to die for them, that they might be forgiven, and elevated, and
honoured, and brought into eternal fellowship with him, and to the perfect
enjoyment of himself in heaven for ever (“Charity and Its Fruits”; see Jonathan
Edwards, “The Excellency of Christ™).

Christians believe that God is so great that even His communication with mankind is a
condescension and accommodation to our mortal level. One famous Christian theologian, John
Calvin, used the analogy of baby talk, observing that when God speaks to us it is like a parent
speaking to their infant children (Institutes of the Christian Religion, 1.13.1).

It was along these same lines that John Piper said:

God has chosen to send his Son into our nursery and speak baby talk with us.
Jesus Christ became a child with us...That is what the incarnation means. He
accommodated himself to our baby talk. He stammered with us in the nursery of
human life in this age.

Jesus spoke baby talk. The Sermon on the Mount is our baby talk. His high
priestly prayer in John 17 is baby talk. “My God, My God, why have you
forsaken me?” is baby talk. Infinitely precious, true, glorious baby talk.

More than that, God inspired an entire Bible of baby talk. True baby talk. Baby
talk with absolute authority and power. Baby talk that is sweeter than honey and
more to be desired than gold...There will be another language and thought and
reasoning in the age to come. And we will see things that could not have been
expressed in our present baby talk. But when God sent his Son into our human
nursery, talking baby talk, and dying for the toddlers, he shut the mouths of
those who ridicule the possibilities of truth and beauty in the mouth of babes.

And when God inspired a book with baby talk as the infallible interpretation of
himself, what shall we say of the children who make light of the gift of human
language as the medium of knowing God? Woe to those who despise or belittle
or exploit or manipulate this gift to the children of man. It is not a toy in the
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nursery. It is the breath of life. “The words that | have spoken to you are spirit
and life.” (John 6:63) (The Bible: Precious, True, Glorious Baby Talk).

The Incarnation, God’s condescension and accommodation, and His communication raise
questions about the Qur’an. Do Muslims believe that the alleged divine speech of the Qur’an is
an accommodation to our comparatively low and creaturely estate? If so, what is so
objectionable to the Incarnation (cf. Hebrews 1-2)? If not, then it seems that Muslims exalt man
to a level that belongs only to God.

EMAIL from Muslims:

~ Inbox

Subject: Jesus: Servant, Not Son
To: Aaron Goerner

C+ Jesus peace be upon him is neither God nor Son of God but he is no
more than a messenger and a servant of God who was sent only for
the lost sheep of Israel.

C+ ...we believe in Jesus as a prophet and not a son of god.

C+ Jesus was neither son of man, nor son of God.

C+ I believe in jesus as much as you do except He being the son of
God.Because I think if God needs a son, He is not God, especially

when he needs a women on earth for the birth of jesus.

C* In the true and flawless bible there is no mention of death of Jesus
(p.b.u.h) nor of him being the son of god.

Cican prove to you beyond a shadow of doubt through your bible that
you carry in your armpit that Jesus was not GOD NEITHER SON OF
GOD
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. Reply

Re: Jesus: Servant, Not Son (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»+

Greetings,

Christians believe Jesus is the Son of God but this does not mean God had any
relationship with Mary. He did not. “Son” and “Father” are terms used of God and Jesus
indicating love, honor, and closeness in relationship.

It shouldn’t be hard for you to grasp Jesus being the Son of God, if you believe Jesus
was born of the Virgin Mary. Think back to the story of Abraham and how he was
commanded to sacrifice his own son, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of
the mountains I will tell you about” (Genesis 22:2). While we can debate whether
Abraham took Isaac or Ishmael, it is beyond dispute that Abraham LOVED his son. God
was showing Abraham the purpose of the sacrificial system and how God Himself
would provide His Son for the forgiveness of sins, “For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life” (John 3:16)

The relationship of father and son is one of intimacy and love. Some of the first words |
(and many parents) teach my children and delight hearing them say are “da, da”. The
biblical word for “father” (Abba) sounds like some of the first words a child might say,
“ab, ab, ab...abab...abba”. Several names in the Old Testament began with “Ab” or
“father”:

v At least two people in the Bible were named “Abiel” which means “my father is
God” or “God is father” (1 Samuel 9:1; 2 Samuel 23:31).

v At least eight people in Scripture were named “Abijah” “my father is Yahweh” or
“Yahweh is Father” (1 Sam.8:2; 1 Kings 14:1-18; 1 Chron.2:24; 3:10; 7:8; 24:10; 2
Chron.29:1; Nehemiah 12:4,17; Matthew 1:7).

Have you ever seen a father proud of his children? Have you ever seen a son proud of
his father? God the Father is more delighted in His Son Jesus than any other
“proud parent”:

God sent angels into the world to rejoice in His Son’s birth (Luke 2:13-14):

Luke 2:13-14
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
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praising God and saying,
14 «“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his
favor rests.”

When Jesus was baptized, the Father spoke from heaven, “This is My beloved Son, in
whom | am well-pleased” (Matthew 3:17).

On two other occasions God the Father spoke from heaven concerning His delight in His
Son Jesus:

Mark 9:7
" Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the
cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”

John 12:28
28 Father, glorify your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have
glorified it, and will glorify it again.”

Throughout His earthly life Jesus delighted in His Father:
As a young boy, Jesus delighted to be in His Father’s house (Luke 2:41-52)!

Jesus loved His Father so much that He never ever, not once, deviated from His Father’s
will or commandments (John 8:29):

John 8:27-29

27 They did not understand that he was telling them about his Father.

28 S0 Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will
know that I am the one I claim to be and that | do nothing on my own but
speak just what the Father has taught me.

29 The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always
do what pleases him.”

In Gethsemane Jesus prayed, “Abba, Father...Take this cup from me. Yet not what I
will, but what you will” (Mark 14:36).

The very last words Jesus spoke before He died were to His Father, “Father, into your
hands I commit my spirit” (Luke 23:46).

There never has been a greater demonstration of love in all the world than God giving
His beloved Son to die for sinners. Only through the death of Jesus, the Son of God, can
we be forgiven of our sins. This is why Jesus said, “if you do not believe that I am the
one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins” (John 8:24).
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If you have never read the Christian Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John), then I invite
you to read them. You will see just how prevalent the Fatherhood of God is along with

the Sonship of Jesus.

Regards,
Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

A QUESTION MUSLIMS
HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO ANSWER

THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT GOD IS PERFECTLY HOLY AND JUST

BACKGROUND

I t has been said that in Islam, the Word was made book. In Christianity, the Word was made
flesh.

Much misunderstanding between Christians and Muslims has arisen from the
assumption that the Qur’an is for Muslims what the Bible is for Christians. It would be
truer to say that the Qur’an is for Muslims what Christ is for Christians.®

Muhammad is beloved by all Muslims, but he is not essential to Islam in the way that Jesus is
essential to Christianity. The message of Islam could have been revealed by someone other than

8 The Prophets’ Story is a short but helpful overview of the Bible’s teaching about the
importance of shedding blood for sin.

8 Andrew Walls, The Cross-Cultural Process in Christian History (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis
Books; Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 2002), 29
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How Can God be Merciful and Forgive Sin and be Perfectly Holy and Just?

Muhammad, whereas the message of Christianity could not ultimately be revealed through
someone other than Jesus.

One of the implications of this is that Christians believe Jesus is the answer to the world’s
problems, while Muslims believe the Qur’an is the answer to the world’s problems. But before
we look at the solutions offered to the world’s problems, Jesus or the Qur’an, we need to first
diagnose what the problem is because Christians and Muslims are in fundamental disagreement
on this point.

Not only do Muslims believe in something no one else witnessed or testified to in the first
century concerning Jesus’ death on the cross, but Muslims also believe in a primordial covenant
in which every soul was called out of the loins of the not-yet-created Adam and asked by God,
“Am I not your Lord?” and every soul covenanted with the response, “Yes! We testify.”

And (remember) when your Lord brought forth from the Children of Adam,
from their loins, their seed (or from Adam’s loin his offspring) and made them
testify as to themselves (saying): “Am I not your Lord?” They said: “Yes! We
testify,” lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection: “Verily, we have been
unaware of this.” (Qur’an 7:172, Muhsin Khan)

Muslims refer to this primordial covenant as the Day of Alastu:

The idea of this primordial covenant (mithaq) between God and humanity has
impressed the religious conscience of the Muslims, and especially the Muslim
mystics, more than any other idea. Here is the starting point for their
understanding of free will and predestination, of election and acceptance, of
God’s eternal power and man’s loving response and promise. The goal of the
mystic is to return to the experience of the “Day of Alastu,” when only God
existed, before He led future creatures out of the abyss of not-being and
endowed them with life, love, and understanding so that they might face Him
again at the end of time.8®

The Qur’an gives repeated warnings to mankind to remember this primordial covenant saying
that every soul will be held accountable for it on the Day of Judgment:

BAnd We said: “O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in the Paradise and eat both
of you freely with pleasure and delight of things therein as wherever you will,
but come not near this tree or you both will be of the Zalimun (wrong-doers).”
%Then the Shaitan (Satan) made them slip there from (the Paradise), and got
them out from that in which they were. We said: “Get you down, all, with
enmity between yourselves. On earth will be a dwelling place for you and an
enjoyment for a time.”

8 Annemarie Schimmel, Mystical Dimensions of Islam, 35" Anniversary edition (North
Carolina University Press, 2011), 24.
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3"Then Adam received from his Lord Words . And his Lord pardoned him
(accepted his repentance). Verily, He is the One Who forgives (accepts
repentance), the Most Merciful.

$8\We said: “Get down all of you from this place (the Paradise), then whenever
there comes to you Guidance from Me, and whoever follows My Guidance,
there shall be no fear on them, nor shall they grieve.

$9But those who disbelieve and belie Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses,
lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) such are the dwellers of the Fire, they shall
abide therein forever.

90 Children of Israel' Remember My Favour which I bestowed upon you, and
fulfill (your obligations to) My Covenant (with you) so that | fulfill (My
Obligations to) your covenant (with Me), and fear none but Me.

*LAnd believe in what I have sent down (this Quran), confirming that which is
with you, [the Taurat (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel)], and be not the first to
disbelieve therein, and buy not with My Verses [the Taurat (Torah) and the
Injeel (Gospel)] a small price (i.e. getting a small gain by selling My Verses),
and fear Me and Me Alone. (Tafsir At-Tabari, Vol. I, Page 253).

“2And mix not truth with falsehood, nor conceal the truth [i.e. Muhammad Peace
be upon him is Allah's Messenger and his qualities are written in your
Scriptures, the Taurat (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel)] while you know (the
truth) (Qur’an 2:35-42, Muhsin Khan)

" And remember Allah’s Favour upon you and His Covenant with which He
bound you when you said: “We hear and we obey.” And fear Allah. Verily,
Allah is All-Knower of the secrets of (your) breasts. (Qur’an 5:7, Muhsin Khan)

193hall he then who knows that what has been revealed unto you (O Muhammad
SAW) from your Lord is the truth be like him who is blind? But it is only the
men of understanding that pay heed.

29Those who fulfill the Covenant of Allah and break not the Mithaq (bond,
treaty, covenant);

21Those who join that which Allah has commanded to be joined (i.e. they are
good to their relatives and do not sever the bond of kinship), fear their Lord, and
dread the terrible reckoning (i.e. abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds
which Allah has forbidden and perform all kinds of good deeds which Allah has
ordained).

22 And those who remain patient, seeking their Lord's Countenance, perform As-
Salat (Igamat-as-Salat), and spend out of that which We have bestowed on
them, secretly and openly, and defend against evil with good, for such there is a
good end;

23'Adn (Eden) Paradise (everlasting Gardens), which they shall enter and (also)
those who acted righteously from among their fathers, and their wives, and their
offspring. And angels shall enter unto them from every gate (saying):

24 Salamun 'Alaikum (peace be upon you) for that you persevered in patience!
Excellent indeed is the final home!”
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2>And those who break the Covenant of Allah, after its ratification, and sever
that which Allah has commanded to be joined (i.e. they sever the bond of
Kinship and are not good to their relatives), and work mischief in the land, on
them is the curse (i.e. they will be far away from Allah's Mercy); And for them
is the unhappy (evil) home (i.e. Hell) (Qur’an 13:19-25, Muhsin Khan)

%verily, Allah enjoins Al-Adl (i.e. justice and worshipping none but Allah
Alone — Islamic Monotheism) and Al-lhsan [i.e. to be patient in performing
your duties to Allah, totally for Allah's sake and in accordance with the Sunnah
(legal ways) of the Prophet SAW in a perfect manner], and giving (help) to kith
and kin (i.e. all that Allah has ordered you to give them e.g., wealth, visiting,
looking after them, or any other kind of help, etc.): and forbids Al-Fahsha’ (i.e
all evil deeds, e.g. illegal sexual acts, disobedience of parents, polytheism, to
tell lies, to give false witness, to kill a life without right, etc.), and Al-Munkar
(i.e all that is prohibited by Islamic law: polytheism of every kind, disbelief and
every kind of evil deeds, etc.), and Al-Baghy (i.e. all kinds of oppression), He
admonishes you, that you may take heed.

%1 And fulfill the Covenant of Allah (Bai’a: pledge for Islam) when you have
covenanted, and break not the oaths after you have confirmed them, and indeed
you have appointed Allah your surety. Verily! Allah knows what you do.
(Qur’an 16:90-91, Muhsin Khan)

Like the Muslim rejection of the cross, the Day of Alastu highlights the ahistorical nature of
Islam. Every soul allegedly swore to this primordial covenant but has forgotten it. The Day of
Alastu has more in common with Greek mythology about the River of Forgetfulness than with
Moses or Jesus who taught that sin is the main problem with humanity.®’

Muslims believe the fundamental problem of humanity is forgetfulness. Christians believe the
fundamental problem is rooted in sin, which includes Islam’s forgetting of God’s work in
history.

8 To learn more about this primordial covenant from a leading Muslim scholar watch Dr.
Timothy Winter’s (Sheikh Abdal-Hakim Murad) Cambridge lecture on the Presence of God

in the Qur’an.
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The Muslim answer to the world’s problems is rooted in the Qur’an; a book of remembrance
(dhikr).88 The Christian answer to the world’s problems is rooted in Jesus Christ.

The historic event of Jesus’ death on the cross for the theological reason of sin is therefore not
seen as important in Islam because Muslims have a strong and even humanistic belief in the
inherent goodness of man. As Bassam Madany, the Arabic broadcast minister of the Back to God
Hour from 1958-1994, stated:

In my work as a missionary to the Muslims, | find the doctrine of the Fall, as
taught in the Bible and as fully accepted in the Augustinian and Reformed
traditions, of great importance. It is a characteristic of the Muslim mind to
believe in the basic innocence of man. According to its understanding of the
human nature, man commits many sins; some are small, others are great. He
needs God’s forgiveness. He receives it by practicing the requirements of the
Shari’a (Law). As a North African listener once wrote: “When you talk about
sins in the plural I understand you, but when you talk about sin in the singular, 1
don’t understand you.” He meant that while man sins, he is not “dead in
trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). What is in the back of the Muslim mind is the
claim that since man’s condition is primarily that of ignorance, he needs only to
“know” in order to “do” the will of Allah and thus be saved. Revelation is all
that man needs. There is no need for redemption from without. This became the
fundamental Islamic motif for rejecting the historicity of the crucifixion and the
necessity of the vicarious atonement achieved by Christ on the cross of Calvary.

The Christian takes the results of the Fall seriously whether he is reflecting on
ethical, social, economic, political or any other subject relating to human
existence. His consistent testimony to the world must be clear and forthright: no
superficial remedy to the deadly illness which clings to the human nature will
do. Man, whether ancient, modern or postmodern, needs a radical
transformation which is nothing less than a complete change of mind; he must
undergo a metanoia. This takes place through the application of the redemptive

8 «dhikr is used of the Qur’an in several places, for example in Qur’an 38:8, which reports an
objection raised by certain opponents of Muhammad: “Has the remembrance been sent down
upon him [Muhammad] from among all of us?”; the words dhikra and tadhkira (as in Qur’an
6:90 and Qur’an 69:48, respectively) are also used. In Qur’an 43:44, where the Qur’an is
called “a dhikr for you and your people”, dhikr acquires the additional meaning of exaltation
and honor. The Qur’an is called “the wise remembrance” (Qur’an 3:58), “a blessed
remembrance” (Qur’an 21:50), and “a remembrance for the entire world” (Quran 68:52). Not
only is the Qur’an itself a remembrance, the act of taking remembrance by it, too, has been
made easy (Qur’an 54:17, 22, 32, 40), so that no one might claim that the Qur’an remained a
closed book” (Mustansir Mir, “Names of the Qur’an.” In Encyclopaedia of the Qur an.
General Editor: Jane Dammen McAuliffe [Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2005], CD-ROM
version).
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work of Christ in the heart of a believer and through the creative ministry of the
Holy Spirit, “the Lord and giver of life.”%

In talking with Muslims, it needs to be emphasized that the Day of Alastu is not a part of the
teachings of Moses, Jesus, or the rest of the Bible.*® The biblical and historical emphasis is upon
sin which leads to the all-important question: How can God be merciful to sinners and perfectly
holy and just at the same time?

The point of this question is to help explain to Muslims why the death of Jesus is central to
Christianity. By God’s grace, it also helps to highlight how the Qur’an cannot enable Muslims to
remember in a way that is worthy of God. The Qur’an cannot empower Muslims to obey in a
way that is worthy of God (cf. Qur’an 16:90-91). Therefore, they are still covenant breakers.
Unlike the Qur’an, Jesus is worthy and He is able to make His people worthy which is the beauty
of the New Covenant.

EMAIL from Muslims:
~ Inbox

Subject: God’s Attributes
To: Aaron Goerner

C+ In the name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful...*

C+ In Al-Quran, Allah said in (Al-Imran)3:31-Say: "If ye do love
Allah, Follow me: Allah will love you and forgive you your
sins: For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”

¢ God is Most High, Most Merciful and Most Excellent Creator.

8 Madany, “The Christian Mind.” Reformation and Revival (Summer 1994), pp.21-22.

% Christians believe in a historical covenant God made with Adam in the Garden of Eden and
that was fulfilled by Jesus in the New Covenant. For an introduction to the covenant
theology of the Bible see “Overviews of Covenant Theology.”

1Several of the “Names of Allah” Muslims and the Qur’an use for Allah (e.g “Most
Beneficent” and “Most Merciful” [these names begins every chapter of the Qur’an with the
exception of the ninth chapter]; “Forgiving” [Qur’an 7:155]; “Justest of Judges”
[Qur’anl1:45; 95:8]) raise the question of this chapter: How can God be merciful to sinners
and perfectly holy and just at the same time?
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C+ Bismillah ir-Rahman ir-Raheem
“In the Name of Allah - the God almighty, the Most-Merciful, the
Dispenser of Grace.”

(+ What I believe is Allah is the Most Gracious and Most Merciful and
Muhammad is His Messenger.

C+ Will they not repent to Allah and ask His Forgiveness? For Allah is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

C+ 1 don't believe in any ones ability to forgive any one else's sins, my

sins are my responsibilities, not Jesus, Mohammed nor Moses will be
able to make those sins go away.

_@ Reply

Re: God’s Attributes (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,
Jesus taught that the two greatest commandments are (1) love God with all your heart,
mind soul and strength and (2) love your neighbor as yourself.

One of them, an expert in the law, tested him [Jesus] with this question:
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

Jesus replied: ”*Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.’

This is the first and greatest commandment.

And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’

All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
(Matthew 22:35-40)

Jesus called these two commandments the greatest meaning they are the most important.
What could be a greater sin than not keeping God’s two greatest commandments
(love God and love your neighbor...)? Consider ways in which we do not keep these
two greatest commandments:

Jesus taught that the law deals not only with our outward actions but with our inward
thoughts and motives. Consider how Jesus defined murder and adultery:

You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder,
and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’
But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to
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judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to
the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, “You fool!” will be in danger of the
fire of hell. (Matthew 5:21-22)

You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’
But | tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already
committed adultery with her in his heart. (Matthew 5:27-28)

Perhaps you have never physically committed adultery with another woman. But what
about your thoughts? If you have ever had a lustful thought about a woman other than
your wife then Jesus says you are guilty of adultery. Jesus illustrated the seriousness of
lust when He taught that it would be better for a person to pluck their eye out and throw
it away than for their entire body to be thrown into hell because of this great sin.

Jesus taught that all of our speech and communication is to be truthful, “But I tell you
that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they
have spoken” (Matthew 12:36).%?

Imagine three people in an airplane, crashed in the ocean, a thousand miles from land.
One is an Olympic swimmer, another is an average swimmer and the last can barely
tread water. The Olympian says, "Follow me, we’ll swim to shore." After about 2
minutes the non-swimmer goes under. About an hour later the average swimmer gives
up. However, the champion swimmer churns on for 25 hours and covers 50 miles.
Terrific! Now he has only 950 miles to go. If he didn’t slow down, he could swim to
land in 19 days. You and I know this man has no chance. And yet the distance which our
sin separates us from God is infinitely greater.

You and I have not lived up to the standard of God’s perfect holiness and righteousness
in all our thoughts, words and deeds. We have sinned by not loving God with all our
heart, mind and strength which Jesus said was the first and greatest commandment. We
have not loved our neighbor as ourselves which Jesus said was the second greatest
commandment.

It would be unjust and unholy for God to allow that which is impure, and unholy into
heaven. It would be contradictory for God to forgive someone when they deserved His
judgment.

v' God is holy.

%2Sin includes doing what God forbids. However, sin is more than somebody saying, “I am
intentionally going to disobey God.” Sin includes not doing what God commands (such as
loving God and our neighbor). Sin involves wrong beliefs, including wrong beliefs about
Who Jesus is; wrong beliefs about the Christian Scriptures; wrong beliefs about Muhammad;
wrong beliefs about the Qur’an, etc. Sin involves wrong emotions such as hatred for one’s
brother.
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v" You and | have sinned and have not perfectly kept the two greatest and most
important commandments. Even our impure thoughts and feelings are deserving of
God’s everlasting punishment.

v God is just and impartial.

How can God be merciful and forgive sin and still be perfectly holy and just at the same
time?

The only answer to this question is found in Jesus. Jesus was born so that He could keep
the Law. Jesus is the only Person who never sinned in any of His thoughts, words or
deeds.

Jesus died on the cross for the sins of His people. Jesus took upon Himself the wrath
and penalty for the sins of those who trust in Him. Jesus is the Lamb of God.

The death of Jesus on the cross highlights God’s perfect mercy (forgiveness for those
who believe in Jesus) without compromising or contradicting His perfect justice and
holiness.

Since | am a sinner (and so are you), | cannot keep the law for my eternal life. Even my
best works don’t measure up to the perfect standard of God’s righteousness as the
prophet Isaiah taught,

Isaiah 64:6
All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts
are like filthy rags...

Nor can | hope that God will deny Himself and show partiality by overlooking my
many sins because God is perfectly holy and perfectly just.

Therefore, the only way | can be forgiven of my sins and the only way I can be
righteous in His sight is through faith in Jesus.

Romans 3:23-26

No distinction is made: all have sinned and lack God’s glory,

and all are justified by the free gift of his grace through being set free in
Christ Jesus.

God appointed him as a sacrifice for reconciliation, through faith, by the
shedding of his blood, and so showed his justness; ....to show how he is
just and justifies everyone who has faith in Jesus.

Here is the problem that you face if you do not trust in Jesus for salvation. You need to
hope that God is not perfectly holy in all His judgments. You need to hope that God is
not perfectly just when He examines your life: thoughts, words and deeds. You need to
hope that God will overlook the fact that you have not actively kept all the demands of
His law. But God will not overlook sin. God will not declare the guilty to be innocent.
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Jesus said, “I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the
one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins” (John 8:24).

When you die, you take your sins with you. You will be eternally separated from the
eternal God.

But because Jesus kept the demands of the law for eternal life and because He died for
the sins of those who believed Him He promised, “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my
word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has
crossed over from death to life” (John 5:24).

You say you believe in Jesus, but you do not believe in what Jesus taught or what the
prophets taught about Jesus. You believe in what Muhammad said about Jesus, but not
in the Jesus. You say | am giving worship to a mere man which is idolatry. | say you are
not giving worship to God as He has revealed Himself, which is also idolatry. We both
claim to believe in only One True God, but the question boils down to whether the
Christian Scriptures give the true definition of the One True God or the Qur’an. One
way of demonstrating that the Qur’an is not true is its denial of the death of Jesus on the
cross. The death of Jesus on the cross is a fact of history. Another way of demonstrating
that the Qur’an is not true is that it ends up denying the One True God. This might sound
shocking to you, but in order to believe God is merciful and will forgive your sin you
need to hope God will deny His perfect justice and holiness. In other words, you say you
believe in God, but you need to hope God will not be God by dealing with your sin in
perfect justice and holiness.

Regards,
Aaron®®

% Be sure to listen to Why isn 't good. good enough for God? by Paul Blackham.
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Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

DO MUSLIMS
BELIEVE IN JESUS?

THE JESUS OF THE BIBLE IS DIFFERENT FROM THE JESUS OF THE QUR’AN

BACKGROUND

Christians from Narjan visited Muhammad to discuss differences about Jesus (.10 AH/AD

631). After three days of dialogue, disagreement between Christians and Muslims remained.
Muhammad proposed that God judge between both sides with an ordeal of mutual cursing
(mubahala). The Christians would not take part in this cursing, and Muslims have claimed and
commemorated victory ever since. However, a short time after Muhammad’s proposed
mubahala:

I n one of the earliest chapters in the history of Muslim-Christian relations a delegation of

» Muhammad’s eighteen-month-old son lbrahim died (10 AH/AD 632).

120
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» Muhammad died an untimely death in a manner indicating he was not a true prophet
(11 AH/AD 632).%
» Muhammad’s daughter, Fatima, died about six months after him (11 AH/AD 632).

The point here is that Muhammad, allegedly speaking for Allah, understood Muslim-Christian
differences over Jesus to be irreconcilable and to be resolved by conversion to Islam,
imprecation, or payment of tribute (cf. Qur’an 9:29-31). %

Muslims emphasize that they believe in Jesus (Isa). He is referred to in 15 chapters (stiras) and
93 verses (ayat) are devoted to him. Jesus is mentioned by name 25 times in the Qur’an, which
also refers to Him as the “son of Mary” or “Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary.”%

It needs to be understood that Muslims honor what Muhammad said about Jesus in the seventh
century; they do not honor what Jesus taught and did in the first century.®’

% The Qur’an says:

And if he (Muhammad SAW) had forged a false saying concerning Us (Allah), We
surely should have seized him by his right hand (or with power and might), And then
certainly should have cut off his life artery (Aorta), (Qur’an 69:44-46, Muhsin Khan)

Sometime after Muhammad ate poisoned meat and was dying he exclaimed:

...Narrated 'Aisha: The Prophet in his ailment in which he died, used to say, "O
'Aisha! I still feel the pain caused by the food | ate at Khaibar, and at this time, | feel
as if my aorta is being cut from that poison.” (Sahih Bukhari 5:59:713)

The conclusion seems simple: Based on what Muhammad recited in Qur’an 69:44-46 and
based on his testimony when he was dying, Muhammad was not a true prophet of God.
Therefore, the Qur’an is not the Word of God.

% Muslim commentators have understood the first 80 verses of Qur’an Chapter 3 (Family of
Imran) as being revealed on the occasion when the Christians from Narjan came to dialogue
with Muhammad at Medina (See Gordon Nickel, 4 Common Word” in Context. Toward the
Roots of Polemics Between Christians and Muslims in Early Islam). Verse 61 is understood
as the Qur’an’ic basis for Muhammad’s proposal of mubahala to settle the Christological
dispute:

Quran 3:61

*Then whoever argues with you about it after [this] knowledge has come to you—say,
“Come, let us call our sons and your sons, our women and your women, ourselves and
yourselves, then supplicate earnestly [together] and invoke the curse of Allah upon the
liars [among us].” (Sahih International)

% For a comprehensive list of references to Jesus in the Qur’an, see Jesus in the Quran.
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Muslims believe Jesus was conceived of the Virgin Mary; they believe Jesus was a prophet;
performed miracles; and that He was taken up to heaven. Many Muslims believe Jesus will
return in the future, defeat the antichrist, break the cross,®® kill the pigs, and rule during a time of
worldwide peace and justice (see Sahih al-Bukhari Volume 3, Book 43, Number 656). Jesus will
then die after ruling about forty years (Sunan Abu Dawud Book 37, Number 4310). In fact,
Muslims believe they honor Jesus by reserving a vacant grave next to Muhammad’s:

Muhammad died in bed, at his own residence, in June 632, the tenth year of the
new Muslim era, as it would soon be called, surrounded by his wives and
family. He lies buried in a rich tomb within the new extraordinarily grandiose
Mosque of the Prophet at Medina. Next to him is an empty tomb that awaits
Jesus.*®

9 «“ISLAM is the only one of the great non-Christian religions which gives a place to Christ in
its book, and yet it is also the only one of the non-Christian religions which denies His deity,
His atonement, and His supreme place as Lord of all in its sacred literature. In none of the
other sacred books of the East is Christ mentioned; the Koran alone gives Him a place, but
does it by displacing Him. With regret it must be admitted that there is hardly an important
fact concerning the life, person, and work of our Saviour which is not ignored, perverted, or
denied by Islam...The very fact that Jesus Christ has a place in the literature of Islam, and is
acknowledged by all Moslems as one of their prophets, in itself challenges comparison
between Him and Mohammed, and affords an opportunity for the Christian missionary to ask
every sincere Moslem, “What think ye of the Christ?” This is still the question that decides
the destiny of men and of nations” (Samuel Zwemer, The Moslem Christ [London: Oliphants
Ld, 1912], 7-8).

% Muslim hatred for the cross also has roots in a tradition reported by Abu "Abdullah
Muhammad Ibn ‘Omar Ibn Wagqid al-Aslami (c.129-207 AH; ¢.748-822 AD), an early
Muslim historian and biographer of Muhammad, that Muhammad destroyed objects in his
house with the mark of a cross on it:

[Muhammad] had such a repugnance to the form of the cross that he broke everything
brought into his house with that figure upon it. This may, however, have been
symbolical of his extreme aversion to the doctrine of the crucifixion (al-Wagqidi,
translated by William Muir, The Life of Mohomet [London: Smith, Elder and Co., 1861],
Volume 3:61, note 47).

9 F E. Peters, Islam, a Guide for Jews and Christians (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
2003), 90; see G.C. Anawati, “‘Isa.” Encyclopaedia of Islam; and “Jesus in Islam,”
Wikipedia, 6/15/2010.
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The Prophet’s Mosque (Masjid al-Nabawi) is the second holiest place in Islam
and the second largest mosque in the world. The Green Dome over the mosque is
the burial place of Muhammad, Abu Bakr, Umar ibn Al Khattab, and where a
vacant grave is reserved for Jesus.

Belief that Jesus will “break the cross, kill the pigs, die and be buried next to Muhammad in
Medina,” etc. has no historic grounding in what Jesus taught in the first century.

There are profound differences in the apparent commonalities between
Muslim and Christian beliefs about Jesus.

What about the common beliefs Muslims and Christians hold about Jesus? Even these
commonalities are profoundly different because they are held for different historical reasons.

For example, Muslims and Christians believe Jesus was conceived of the Virgin Mary. Mary
would have been a most important witness to the historic event as it is recorded in Matthew and
Luke’s gospel. But it is not Mary’s witness to the Virgin Birth that Muslims believe, but
Muhammad’s.
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Mary was also a witness to her Son’s death (John 19:25-27). Mary was present and part of the
church’s witness to the resurrection of Jesus from the dead and His ascension into heaven (Acts
1:14). However, Muslims reject her witness and testimony, as found in the New Testament, in
favor of what Muhammad claimed in the seventh century.

Muslims believe Jesus performed miracles. However, the disciples of Jesus who attest to His
miracles also attested to His death on the cross, resurrection from the dead, and ascension into
heaven. For example, Nicodemus attested to the signs of Jesus which Muslims believe (John 3:1-
2). But Nicodemus was also a witness to the burial of Jesus’ dead body (John 19:38-42). To put
it simply, those who saw and testified to Jesus’ signs testified to the Jesus of first-century history,
not Muhammad’s seventh-century Jesus.

Christians have historical reasons for believing Jesus died and the doctrine that Jesus died for
sin. Jesus taught, “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His
life a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28).

During the celebration of the Passover (the remembrance of the historical event of Israel’s
exodus from Egypt), Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, which is a remembrance of His death for
sin (Matthew 26:27-28). Muslims say they believe in Jesus, but they don’t celebrate the Lord’s
Supper as Jesus commanded.

Historically, Jesus testified under oath that He was the Son of God (Matthew 26:63-64).
Doctrinally, Christians believe Jesus is the Son of God (Psalm 2:7, 12; Matthew 16:16; cf. Acts
13:33; Hebrews 1:5; 5:5). By way of contrast, the Qur’an does not affirm that Jesus is the Son of
God. Instead, it says such belief is perverse and accursed (Qur’an 5:17; 9:30; 10:68; 19:88-92).

The Qur’an does not affirm God as Father, and it denies both the Father and the Son. The
Apostle John warned that such a denial is of the antichrist: “Who is the liar but the one who
denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son”
(1 John 2:22).

Doctrinally, both Christianity and the Qur’an affirm monotheism. But the Oneness of God as
taught in Islam (Unitarian) is not the Oneness of God taught in Scripture (Trinitarian).

Historically, Jesus was sentenced to death by the High Priest and elders of Israel because He was
found guilty of blasphemy. The reason is that Jesus, under oath, claimed divine authority and
glory in the language of the Jewish Scriptures.
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Matthew 26:63-66 Exodus 24:8-10

63 But Jesus remained silent. The high 8 So Moses took the blood and

priest said to him, “I charge you under sprinkled it on the people, and said,

oath by the living God: Tell us [elders] “Behold the blood of the covenant,

if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” which the LORD has made with you in

64 “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. accordance with all these words.”

“But I say to all of you: In the future ® Then Moses went up with Aaron
sitting at [High Priest], Nadab and Abihu, and

the right hand of the Mighty One and seventy of the elders of Israel,

coming on the clouds of heaven.” 10 and they saw the God of Israel; and

% Then the Righ'priest tore his clothes under His feet there appeared to be a

and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! pavement of sapphire, as clear as the

Why do we need any more witnesses? sky itself.

Look, now you [elders] have heard the

blasphemy.

%6 What do you think?” “He is worthy

of death,” they answered.

Historically, Jesus claimed equality with God, and He received the worship of others.

Luke 24:50-53

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands
and blessed them.

1 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.

%2 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.

%3 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.

The eyewitnesses to Jesus life, teaching, and resurrection also proclaimed His Lordship and
deity.

John 20:26-28

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you!”

2" Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

The Muslim Jesus is not the Jesus of history; he is not the Jesus that lived, died, and rose again in
the real world. We must therefore conclude that the Muslim Jesus is not the true Jesus of history.
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EMAIL from Muslims:
~ ' Inbox

Subject: “Love” for Jesus
To: Aaron Goerner

C+ I love Jesus and Mary as mentioned in Quran.

C+ 1 love Jesus (peace be upon him) just like I love Muhammad (peace
be upon him) as he was a person of God; who was brought to the
face of the earth; to convey and restore the same message sent to
Moses earlier; as we knew, the teaching of Moses (peace be upon
him) was somehow rather was changed by his people. If we believe
in all the prophets and messengers that God had sent earlier prior to
Jesus and Muhammad, which all conveyed the same tone.

C+ We believe Jesus is a great messenger and we love Jesus
very much...

g\l Reply

Re: “Love” for Jesus (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,

You say you believe and love Jesus, but you do not believe in what Jesus taught or did
(died on the cross and rose from the dead). You do not believe what the prophets taught
about Jesus. You believe in what Muhammad said about Jesus, but you do not believe
in the true Jesus.

| invite you to believe (love) the Jesus of history as recorded in Scripture.

Regards,
Aaron
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Please Note:

Most Muslims I have talked with are extremely nice people and I don’t want to leave the reader
with any other impression. The following YouTube video is a good reminder of this: A Land
Called Paradise.

The reason I share the Good News about Jesus’ death and resurrection is because I love Muslims
and want them to inherit Paradise, which can only be done through faith in Jesus. I do not want
to see them eternally condemned, which is what Jesus said will happen to all who die in their
sins.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbcmPe0z3Sc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbcmPe0z3Sc

Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

PAULINITY VERSUS CHRISTIANITY

BACKGROUND

B assam Madany, a specialist in Islamic studies, wrote:

The name of Paul will elicit two reactions. Either they [Muslims] will not have
heard of him at all, or they will tell you that he is the greatest villain that
Christianity has ever had. They may say Paul invented doctrines that Jesus
never preached. Muslim scholars have always been delighted to read the works
of the higher critics. If something heretical appears in a London or New York
newspaper, you may be sure that it will be picked up, translated and reprinted in
full in the daily newspapers of the Middle East (The Bible and Islam).

Muslim appeal to the authority of liberal “Christian” scholarship is curious.?’ They seldom seem
to realize that these “authorities” often reject the things about Jesus Christ that Muslims believe.
In other words, these liberal “Christian” scholars believe less about Jesus than Muslims! For
example, many liberal “Christians” do not believe in the Virgin Birth, they do not believe in a
concept of revelation that reveals God’s will, and they do not believe in miracles. To put it
bluntly, much of what is called “liberal Christianity” is not true Christianity; %" it is really a form
of anthropology (study of man’s beliefs about God) and not theology (study of what God has
revealed about Himself).

The chief modern rival of Christianity is ‘liberalism.” An examination of the
teachings of liberalism will show that at every point the liberal movement is in
opposition to the Christian message (J. Gresham Machen, Christianity and
Liberalism, 53).

Liberal “Christianity” sometimes pits the Apostle Paul against Jesus. Muslims have bought into
some of these arguments and the unbelieving idea that Paul hijacked Christianity.%? They
sometimes disparagingly call this Paulinity.

100 «Even those scholars and critics who have been moved to depart from almost everything
else within the historical content of Christ’s presence on earth have found it impossible to
think away the factuality of the death of Christ” (J. McIntyre, “The Uses of History in
Theology.” Studies in World Christianity, Volume 7:1; p.8).

101 «Ag remarkable as it may sound, most biblical scholars are not Christians” (Dan Wallace,
The Myth of Theological Liberalism; accessed 2/24/2010).

102 See Dr. Christine Schirrmacher, “The Influence of German Biblical Criticism on Muslim
Apologetics in the Nineteenth Century.”
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http://www.levant.info/BAI-I.2.html
http://www.reclaimingthemind.org/blog/2009/11/frustrations-from-the-front-the-myth-of-theological-liberalism/#comments
http://www.bible-quran.com/wp-content/uploads/Schirrmacher_The-Influence-of-European-Higher-Criticism.pdf
http://www.bible-quran.com/wp-content/uploads/Schirrmacher_The-Influence-of-European-Higher-Criticism.pdf

Paulinity vs. Christianity

EMAIL from Muslims:

=

Inbox

(€

G

Subject: Paulinity
To: Aaron Goerner

Paul contradicts Jesus...now it is upto you ..select Jesus or select
Paul.

It was Paul of Tarsus who corrupted the real teaching of Jesus. Some
scholars think Paul articulated the first Christian theology: namely
that all people inherit Adam's guilt(Original Sin) and can only be
saved from death by the atoning death of the Son of God, Jesus'
crucifixion. Christianity is commonly said to owe as much to Paul as to
Jesus (Harris, Stephen L., Understanding the Bible. Palo Alto:
Mayfield. 1985. p. 316-320 ; Historian Will Durant called Paul the
founder of Christian theology. Durant, Will. Caesar and Christ. New
York: Simon and Schuster. 1972). So based on this facts, it is obvious
that Paul wanted to gain control over Christianity.

Christianity is St. Paul's invention. Who was a Paul? Enemy of Jesus
Christ (pbuh)? Later converted when he thought that it's a good idea
to earn popularity and money when the real guider (the prophet) is
not present in this world and neither will any other real guider (next
prophet) will come too shortly. Paul was neither among the 12 chosen
disciples nor was among the disciples of Jesus Christ (pbuh). He
spread the wrong message.

Eﬁﬁ Reply

Re: Paulinity (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,
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Did Paul corrupt the true message of Jesus? The Qur’an doesn’t teach this to be the
case. S.3:55 says that the followers of Jesus would prevail from the time Jesus was
taken to God until the Day of the Resurrection,

003.055

YUSUF ALLI: Behold! Allah said: "O Jesus! | will take thee and raise thee
to Myself and clear thee (of the falsehoods) of those who blaspheme; |
will make those who follow thee superior to those who reject faith, to the
Day of Resurrection: Then shall ye all return unto me, and I will judge
between you of the matters wherein ye dispute.

PICKTHAL: (And remember) when Allah said: O Jesus! Lo! | am
gathering thee and causing thee to ascend unto Me, and am cleansing thee
of those who disbelieve and am setting those who follow thee above those
who disbelieve until the Day of Resurrection. Then unto Me ye will (all)
return, and | shall judge between you as to that wherein ye used to differ.
SHAKIR: And when Allah said: O Isa, | am going to terminate the period
of your stay (on earth) and cause you to ascend unto Me and purify you of
those who disbelieve and make those who follow you above those who
disbelieve to the day of resurrection; then to Me shall be your return, so |
will decide between you concerning that in which you differed.

S.61:14 indicates that the true believers in Jesus’ message would prevail over the
unbelievers:

061.014

YUSUF ALLI: O ye who believe! Be ye helpers of Allah: As said Jesus the
son of Mary to the Disciples, "Who will be my helpers to (the work of)
Allah?" Said the disciples, "We are Allah's helpers!" then a portion of the
Children of Israel believed, and a portion disbelieved: But We gave
power to those who believed, against their enemies, and they became the
ones that prevailed.

PICKTHAL.: O ye who believe! Be Allah's helpers, even as Jesus son of
Mary said unto the disciples: Who are my helpers for Allah? They said:
We are Allah's helpers. And a party of the Children of Israel believed,
while a party disbelieved. Then We strengthened those who believed
against their foe, and they became the uppermost.

SHAKIR: O you who believe! be helpers (in the cause) of Allah, as~ Isa
son of Marium said to (his) disciples: Who are my helpers in the cause of
Allah? The disciples said: We are helpers (in the cause) of Allah. So a
party of the children of Israel believed and another party disbelieved; then
We aided those who believed against their enemy, and they became
uppermost.

Yusuf Ali’s comments on Surah 61:14 in The Meaning of the Holy Qur 'an:



http://www.amazon.com/Meaning-Holy-Quran-Abdullah-Yusuf/dp/0915957329/ref=pd_sim_b_2#reader
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A portion of the Children of Israel—the ones that really cared for Truth—
believed in Jesus and followed his guidance. But the greater portion of
them were hard-hearted, and remained in their beaten track of formalism
and false racial pride. The majority seemed at first to have the upper hand
when they thought they had crucified Jesus and killed his Message. But
they were soon brought to their senses. Jerusalem was destroyed by Titus
in A.D. 70 and the Jews have been scattered ever since. “The Wandering
Jew” has become a bye-word in many literatures. On the other hand,
those who followed Jesus permeated the Roman Empire, brought
many new races within their circle, and through the Roman Empire,
Christianity became the predominant religion of the world until the
advent of Islam... (p.1543, footnote 5448; bold added)

The form of Christianity that permeated the Roman Empire is what later Muslims
have degradingly called “Pauline Christianity.” As one person said, “Hence, that
Paul’s message dominated is a sign that his Gospel was that which God had entrusted
to Christ’s true followers. If it were argued that Paul’s version of Christianity is an
aberration of the truth, this would then imply that the Quran is wrong for claiming
that God had caused Christ’s true followers to prevail and had made them superior
UNTIL THE DAY OF RESURRECTION. This would also mean that Paul was able
to thwart Allah’s purposes, and was able to undo what Allah claimed would be done.”

Alfred Guillaume’s The Life of Muhammad (translation of Ibn Ishaq’s Sira
Rasullullah, Oxford University Press Karachi) indicates that the first Muslims
believed Paul was a follower of Christ’s teachings:

"God has sent me (Muhammad) to all men, so take a message from me,
God have mercy on you. Do not hang back from me as the disciples hung
back from Jesus son of Mary. They asked how they hung back and he said,
‘He called them to a task similar to that which I have called you. Those
who had to go a short journey were pleased and accepted. Those who had
a long journey before them were displeased and refused to go, and Jesus
complained of them to God. (T. From that very night) every one of them
was able to speak the language of the people to whom he was sent.” (T.
Jesus said, ‘This is a thing that God has determined that you should do, so

g0.”)

"Those whom Jesus son of Mary sent, both disciples and those who came after
them, in the land were: Peter the disciple AND PAUL WITH HIM, (PAUL
BELONGED TO THE FOLLOWERS AND WAS NOT A DISCIPLE) to
Rome. Andrew and Matthew to the land of the cannibals; Thomas to the land of
Babel, which is in the land of the east; Philip to Carthage and Africa; John to
Ephesus the city of the young men of the cave; James to Jerusalem which is Aelia
the city of the sanctuary; Bartholomew to Arabia which is the land of Hijaz;
Simon to the land of Berbers; Judah who was not one of the disciples was put in
place of Judas." (p. 653; bold and capital emphasis added; quoted by Sam
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Shamoun “St. Paul and Islam”; http://www.answer-
islam.org/Stpaulandislam.html)

It is my understanding that the above work is a translation of the earliest biography of
Muhammad. This biography indicates the earliest Muslims believed Paul was a
follower of Jesus. So this raises another interesting question: Who corrupted the true
message of Islam regarding Paul and when did this corruption occur?

Jesus said, “I will build My Church and the gates of Hades will not PREVAIL against
it” (Matthew 16:18). Not even Jesus’ crucifixion and death could PREVAIL against
Him and the building of His Church. Not even the false prophets who subsequently
came after Jesus could PREVAIL. The reason is because Jesus is alive and Jesus has
been given all authority in heaven and on earth. This is what Jesus taught His
followers before He ascended into heaven,

Matthew 28:18-20

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me.

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

20 and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

This authority of the risen and ascended Jesus was also prophesied about Him by
King David, about 1,000 years before Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary,

Psalm 2

1 Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?

2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together
against the LORD and against his Anointed One.

3 “Let us break their chains,” they say, “and throw off their fetters.”

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.

5 Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath,
saying,

6 “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”

7 1 will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, “You are my Son;
today | have become your Father.

8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the
earth your possession.

9 You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces
like pottery.”

10 Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth.

11 Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling.

12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his
wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
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There is a limit and an end to the patience of Jesus, the Messiah. Today is the day of
salvation. Believe in Jesus and be baptized.

Regards,
Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

JESUS IS THE PRINCE OF PEACE

BACKGROUND

about whether Islam is a religion of peace.%® There are two things Christians

Following the acts of terrorism on Sept. 11, 2001, there has been much discussion
should keep in mind if we are going to give a gospel-centered answer to the

103 «It remains, surely, one of the supreme ironies that the suffering that radical violence wishes
to inflict on the West is in the name of a God who is immune to suffering and yet who will
reward sacrifice on His behalf. Right-minded people must press this contradiction and ask
how morally plausible it is to lay down one’s life for God when God is forbidden to lay
down His life for humanity” (Lamin Sanneh, Jesus and the Cross: Reflections of Christians
from Islamic Contexts. Edited by David Emmanuel Singh [Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock,
2008], viii).

134
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question, “Is Islam a Religion of Peace?”1%

First, we need to emphasize that historical events can be interpreted differently. For
example, Muhammad had hundreds of Jews beheaded from the tribe of Banu Qurayza.
Typically, Muslims give a very different interpretation of this than non-Muslims (e.g. Bill
Warner). It’s not easy to decide which interpretation to believe—the Muslim
interpretation or the non-Muslim. Nevertheless, there are many instances in history that
can be given to show that at least some variants of Islam are peaceful and can coexist
with other religions (Religion of Peace).

Second, peace needs to be defined. For Christians peace is rooted in God’s work in Jesus
Christ who is the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6-7; Romans 5:1-11).

Islam does not offer the kind of peace Jesus has secured. Jesus can forgive sins and assure
salvation, but Muhammad cannot. In fact, when Muslims refer to “Muhammad” they follow his
name with the phrase “Peace be upon him” or its abbreviation, “PBUH.” When peace is
understood in terms of salvation from sin and its eternal consequences there is a vast difference
between Muhammad and Jesus:

Muhammad could offer no assurance of salvation (Qur’an 16:93, 95; 17:13) as
he had none himself: ““...[N]or know I what will be done with me or with you”
(Qur’an 46:9); “By Allah, though I am the apostle of Allah, yet I do not know
what Allah will do to me” (Bukhari, Hadith 5.58:266; cf. 7.70:577; 8.75:374—
88; 8.76:470). Muslims do not even see Muhammad as saved. Whenever they

1% Some people are irrationally afraid of Muslims and have asked whether Muslims can make
good American citizens. Christians should heartily affirm, “Muslims can be good
Americans!” The reason we can confidently give this answer is rooted in the biblical
doctrine of common grace. John Murray asks:

How is it that men who are not savingly renewed by the Spirit of God nevertheless
exhibit so many qualities, gifts and accomplishments that promote the preservation,
temporal happiness, cultural progress, social and economic improvement of themselves
and of others? How is it that races and peoples that have been apparently untouched by
the redemptive and regenerative influences of the gospel contribute so much to what we
call human civilisation? (“Common Grace.” Westminster Theological Journal, 5:1
[November 1942], 1)

Murray answers his questions with the answer: common grace. God’s common grace
extends to all people, including Muslims. Murray goes on to say that God:

...endows men with gifts, talents, and aptitudes; He stimulates them with interest and
purpose to the practice of virtues, the pursuance of worthy tasks, and the cultivation of
arts and sciences that occupy the time, activity and energy of men and that make for the
benefit and civilisation of the human race. He ordains institutions for the protection and
promotion of right, the preservation of liberty, the advance of knowledge and the
improvement of physical and moral conditions (Ibid. 11).


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banu_Qurayza
http://www.bible-quran.com/islam-religion-peace-history/
http://www.bible-quran.com/islam-religion-peace-history/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_of_Peace
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mention his name, they are to plead, “Allah, pray for him and give him peace”
(Qur’an 33:56). Although many Muslims are ignorant of it, Muhammad
admitted his sins (Qur’an 40:55; 47:19; 48:1f; 94:1-3; Bukhari, Hadith 6.60:3;
7.70:577; 8.75:374, 378-82, 386, 388; 9.93:482) and his powerlessness to save
others (Bukhari, Hadith 4.51:16).1%°

The Dhu al-Fagar sword was one of Muhammad’s nine swords. It is believed that
Muhammad took Dhu al-Fagar as booty at the Battle of Badr. Muhammad gave the sword
to Ali ibn Abi Talib. It is said that Ali returned from the Battle of Uhud covered with

blood from his hands to his shoulders, having Dhu al-Fagar with him.,

According to the Encyclopaedia Britannica, the sword bore an Arabic inscription
meaning, “No Muslim shall be slain for [the murder of] an unbeliever”...in Muslim
countries, fine swords have traditionally been engraved with the phrase la sayfa illa
Dhii al-fagar (“there is no sword but Dhi al-fagar”), often with the addition wa la

fata illa “‘Alr (“and there is no hero but ‘Ali”).”
—“Dhu al-faqar.” Encyclopadia Britannica. Encyclopzadia Britannica Online. Encyclopadia
Britannica Inc., 2011. Web. Dec. 29, 2011.

EMAIL from Muslims:
] Inbox

Subject: Grace, Justice and Atonement?
To: Aaron Goerner

¢ Lemme ask you this suppose that your close friend or relative
murdered someone, would you allow your son who is innocent, to be
killed in his place and say that you wish to atone for that person's
action? I mean does that make sense to you or to any intelligent
person?

1% Boyet Olave, “Only One Way to Heaven? Is Jesus Christ the Only Means to Reach God?”
12 August 2010; http://www.leaderu.com/theology/onlyoneway.html.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zulfiqar
http://www.leaderu.com/theology/onlyoneway.html
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C+ “50 how one innocent persons' death on the cross remove the guilt

of millions of millions of peoples' great sins. So how the 'God' is just
without solving this issue; millions of great sinners are there.if they
are admitted to the heaven your 'God' is gravely unjust?!

"

Reply

v

v

v

Re: Grace, Justice and Atonement (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»+

Greetings,

Jesus is the Prince of Peace. One way of thinking about Jesus’ work is that it brings
about the restoration peace. Jesus restores broken and disrupted relationships. The peace
of the Gospel begins first and foremost with our being reconciled to God through the
violence of the cross (Isaiah 53:5; Colossians 1:19-20; Romans 5:1,10; cf. John
20:19,21,26). In Islam there is no peace with Allah in this world because Muslims don’t
know what will happen to them when they stand before God’s Judgment seat:

» God may forgive them.
> God may take vengeance.10°

Without stereotyping or over generalizing we can confidently say that Islam is not a
religion of peace because it cannot offer peace with God. Muhammad could offer no
assurance of salvation and apparently he had no such peace himself, “I am no new thing
among the messengers, nor know | what will be done with me or with you. I do but
follow that which is inspired in me...” (Surah 46:9).

Jesus is the Prince of Peace.

The prophet Isaiah spoke of Jesus being born of a virgin and called Him the “Prince of
Peace” (Isaiah 9:6-7).
When Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary, the angels of heaven sang, “Glory to God in
the highest, And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased” (Luke 2:14).
Jesus pronounced a blessing upon peacemakers and taught that His followers should love
our enemies and pray for those who persecute us (Matthew 5:44).

%Farugi insists that “great as it may be in the eyes of Islam for any person to make the

decision to enter the faith, the entry constitutes no guarantee of personal justification in the
eyes of God ... there is nothing the new initiate can do which would assure him or her of
salvation” (Geisler, & Saleeb, Answering Islam: The Crescent in Light of the Cross, 128).
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v

v

Jesus exemplified peacemaking throughout His ministry even praying for His enemies
from the cross, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke
23:34).

Jesus gave His disciples peace after He rose from the dead, “Peace be with you” (John
20:19,21,26; cf .John 14:27).

Jesus is the Prince of Peace because He brings relational reconciliation with God for
those who believe in Him,

Romans 5:6-10

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died
for the ungodly.

Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man
someone might possibly dare to die.

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.

Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we
be saved from God’s wrath through him!

For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through
the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be
saved through his life!

Jesus is the Prince of Peace because He forgives sins and heals infirmities which are a
result of sin,

Matthew 9:2-7

Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw
their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, son; your sins are
forgiven.”

At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is
blaspheming!”

Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts
in your hearts?

Which is easier: to say, “Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and
walk’?

But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins....” Then he said to the paralytic, “Get up, take your mat and
go home.”

And the man got up and went home.

When a woman touched Jesus’ garments and was healed, Jesus said to her, “Daughter,
your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.” (Mark 5:34)

Jesus is the Prince of Peace because He has crushed the head of Satan. Many of Jesus’
miracles established His authority over Satan and demons. The demons trembled before
Jesus and Jesus explained that many of His miracles were evidence that He had bound
Satan and was freeing those he had taken captive,
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Matthew 12:22-29

Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute,
and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see.

All the people were astonished and said, “Could this be the Son of
David?”

But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “It is only by Beelzebub, the
prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons.”

Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided
against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against
itself will not stand.

If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his
kingdom stand?

And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive
them out? So then, they will be your judges.

But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God
has come upon you.

“Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man’s house and carry off his
possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his
house.

Jesus is the Prince of Peace because He is the Lord of creation as evidenced by His
changing water into wine (John 2:1-11); His multiplying fish and bread (John 6); His
walking on water (Matthew 14:22-33) and calming the wind and waves (Mark 4:35-41).

Jesus is the Prince of Peace because He has conquered our great enemy, death. This is
evidenced by His own resurrection and His raising others from the dead (John 11; 1 Cor.
15:26; Rev. 21:4; cf. Isa. 25:8). (If you would like, I can give you other examples of
Jesus’ miracles as recorded in the Gospels)

Jesus is bringing peace to the entire creation. This was spoken about through the
prophet Isaiah,

The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead
them.

The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the
lion will eat straw like the ox.

The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his
hand into the viper’s nest. (Isaiah 11)

The justice of God in accepting Christ’s life and death on behalf of sinners is
because Jesus is “fixing” what we (the human race collectively) made wrong.

Suppose for a moment | stole $100 from you and was caught and brought before a judge.
According to God’s law, a just penalty would involve my giving back the $100 and



Jesus is the Prince of Peace

paying back an additional amount of money to help compensate for the hurt caused by
my theft (see Exodus 22:1-4). Suppose that the judge said that | had to pay you a total of
$400.00. Now suppose for a moment that I didn’t have the $400 but my wealthy brother
was willing to give me the money. Is there any injustice in this? No. There is nothing
unjust if my wealthy brother makes restitutions for the wrong I committed.

Jesus does something similar on behalf of sinners. He is “very wealthy;” in fact, all
authority in heaven and earth has been given to Him. Jesus has authority over Satan and
demons. Jesus has authority over all creation. Jesus has authority over sickness, disease
and even death. Jesus has authority to forgive sins.

Jesus paid the penalty for sins and He makes restitution. But He does even more. Jesus
also gives those who trust in Him a new nature that enables them to overcome the desire
to sin. This is what Jesus was talking about when He said that a person must be born
again. A person who has been born again will have a greater desire to share with those in
need instead of stealing from others.

The Good News of Christianity is that no matter how great a sinner you might be, Jesus’
authority to forgive and make things right is even greater. If you trust in Him, He will
make right what you have made wrong.

Remember what | wrote previously about sin [See the earlier chapter “A Question
Muslims Have Been Unable to Answer”]? Sin affects our relationship with God, our own
lives, our relationships and even the creation. As I pointed out previously, one of the
purposes of Jesus’ miracles was to demonstrate that He has authority to forgive sin and
He has authority to remove the consequences of sin. Where Jesus went there was no
more death, mourning, crying or pain. Jesus brings about restoration and wholeness for
those who believe in Him. Even if a person commits murder, Jesus can bring about
restoration because He can raise the dead, and He gives everlasting life.

Jesus is the Prince of Peace, which is why | am writing to you and urging you to repent of
your sins by turning to Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. Be warned that when Jesus
returns it will be to make war with those who have not submitted to His terms of peace.
Now is the time of salvation.

Regards,
Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

AHMADIYYA

BACKGROUND

modern messianic movement. It was founded in 1889 in the Indian

province of the Punjab by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
(1835-1908) and has become exceedingly controversial
within contemporary Muslim circles. Claiming for its
founder messianic and prophetic status of a certain kind, the
Ahmadi Movement aroused fierce opposition from the
Muslim mainstream and was accused of rejecting the
dogma that Muhammad was the last prophet. Under British
rule, the controversy was merely a doctrinal dispute
between individuals or voluntary organizations, but when
the movement’s headquarters and many Ahmadis moved in
1947 to the professedly Islamic state of Pakistan, the issue
was transformed into a major constitutional problem and the
Muslim mainstream demanded the formal exclusion of the
Ahmadis from the Muslim fold. This was attained in 1974,
when the Pakistani parliament adopted a constitutional
amendment declaring the Ahmadis to be non-Muslims.”%’

(4 The Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam (Urdu Jama ‘at-i Ahmadiyya) 1S a

Ahmadiyya Muslims believe Jesus was crucified (Qur’an 4:157)
but did not die on the cross. They base their belief on Mirza : ; F . &
Ghulam Ahmad’s interpretation of Qur’an 3:55-56, “I shall cause Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908)
thee to die a natural death, and shall exalt thee to Myself, and shall clear

thee from the calumnies of those who disbelieve, and shall place those

who follow thee above those who disbelieve, until the Day of Judgment; then to Me shall be your

return and 1 will judge between you concerning that wherein you differ.”1%8

e

The Ahmadiyya teach Jesus was resuscitated in the tomb and went to India to search for the lost
tribes of Israel. There he adopted the name Yuz Asaf, married Mary, and had children. He then
died at the age of 120 and was buried in the district of Srinagar.

One of the things | stress when talking with the Ahmadiyya is that the beliefs of Christianity are
rooted in history and their views are not,

9 Yohanan Friedmann, “Ahmadiyya.” In Encyclopaedia of the Qur an. General Editor: Jane
Dammen McAuliffe (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2005), CD-ROM version.

198 T¢ learn more about Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and the Ahmadiyya, see Mirza Ghulam Ahmad.
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Give up history, and you can retain some things. You can retain a belief in
God. But philosophical theism has never been a powerful force in the world.
You can retain a lofty ethical ideal. But be perfectly clear about one point-you
can never retain a gospel. For gospel means “good news,” tidings, information
about something that has happened. In other words, it means history. A gospel
independent of history is simply a contradiction in terms.®

The Ahmadiyya make the historical claim that Jesus is buried in India, and they know where His
tomb is. The rest of Islam has an empty grave for Jesus next to Muhammad’s occupied grave in
Medina.

199 J. Gresham Machen, “History and Faith.” The Princeton Theological Review, 13.3 (July
1915), 337-338.
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Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

JESUS IN INDIA

Luke 24:50-53

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them.
While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.

Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.

And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.

BACKGROUND

The Ahmadiyya claim Jesus (Yuz Asaf) is buried in a tomb in Kashmir, India. Needless to
say, if Jesus really is buried at the Rozabal Shrine, then Christianity is untrue (cf. 1
Corinthians 15). One major objection to the claim that Jesus is buried here is that scholars
are not allowed to investigate the grave.°

The Rozabal Shrine of Srinagar where Jesus (Yuz Asaf) is

allegedly buried.

119 See the documentary Jesus in Kashmir.
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Jesus in India
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A sign at the Rozabal Shrine connecting Jesus’ death and
burial to Qur’an 4:157-158.

EMAIL from Muslims:

~ ' Inbox

Subject: Jesus’ Burial in India
To: Aaron Goerner

* Email from a follower of Mirza Gulum Ahmad:

C+ 1 am the follower of Mirza Gulam Ahmad Qadiani(a.s). His (a.s)
community is known as Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama" at. He is the
awaiting Messiah (or second coming of Jesus(a.s)) for Christians as
well as for Muslims.

He was the first person who disclosed truth about Jesus (a.s). We
hold the unique belief that Jesus (peace be upon him) survived the
crucifixion and travelled towards India to continue his ministry
among the Lost Tribes of Israel.

Furthermore, we claim that his tomb, containing his body, has been
recently rediscovered in India where it can be seen to this day. We
also assert that this belief is not only upheld by the Holy Quran and
the Sayings of Muhammad %2, but even by the Holy Bible itself




Jesus in India

. Reply

Re: Jesus’ Burial in India? (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»+

Greetings,
Thank you for your email.

The preface to Jesus in India states, “The main thesis expounded in the treatise is Jesus’
escape from an ignominious death on the Cross and his subsequent journey to India in
quest of the lost tribes of Israel whom he had to gather into his fold as mentioned in the
New Testament. Abundant evidence has been furnished from Christian as well as
Muslim Scriptures, old medical books and books of history, including ancient
Buddbhistic records, to illustrate the

theme.” (http://www.alislam.org/library/books/jesus-in-india/preface.html)

Philip Jenkins, Distinguished Professor of History and Religious Studies at Pennsylvania
State University, says about Jesus travelling to India, “I cannot prove a negative. |
cannot prove that Jesus never traveled. But there is absolutely no evidence from the
ancient record that he went to India. It seems unlikely that he visited India, because if
there had been even the slightest vague memory of an ancient tradition claiming that
Jesus visited India—then the Christians living in India would not have claimed that
Thomas founded their church. They would have claimed that Jesus founded it. And the
tradition about Thomas as founder has distinct, well-known, long-running historical
roots” (Conversation with Philip Jenkins).

Summary: There is no ancient evidence Jesus travelled to India. Therefore, why should
| believe somebody who was born hundreds of years after the historical event of Jesus’
death on the cross?

Regards,
Aaron
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Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

THE GOSPEL
OF BARNABAS

AHMADIYYA MUSLIMS ARE GUILTY OF ADDING TO THE BIBLE

Isaiah 8:20
To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they have no

light of dawn.

BACKGROUND

earlier in history tried and was successful in changing the New Testament so that it

now teaches Jesus died on the cross. Muslims sometimes submit the Gospel of
Barnabas as evidence. There is an irony in this because Muslims who appeal to the Gospel of
Barnabas are guilty of doing the very thing of which they accuse others: adding to and/or
corrupting the teaching of Jesus and the New Testament (tahrif).

M uslims need to demonstrate from manuscript evidence and/or history that somebody

EMAIL from Muslims:

~ 7 Inbox

Subject: Finding the Truth
To: Aaron Goerner

*Email from Muslims and followers of Mirza Gulum Ahmad:

C+ 1In the Gospel of Barnabas, we are told that Jesus (pbuh) knew that
mankind would make him a god after his departure and severely
cautioned his followers from having anything to do with such people.

G already read the bible, and the one that's forbeden to be read!
barnabas that is. try to read it and see the difference. may God guide

you to the truth.

C+ IF YOU CAN READ THE BOOK OF BANABA YOU WILL REALY KNOW
THE FACT ABOUT JESUS AND QURIAN RESPECTIVLY.
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The Gospel of Barnabas

C* The Gospel of Barnabas, until now, is the only eyewitness account of
the life and mission of Jesus.

C+ Out of mere prejudice, they declare those Gospels to be fabricated
which are in accord with the Holy Quran. Hence they have declared
the Gospel of Barnabas to have been forged because it contains a
clear prophecy about the Prophet of the Latter Dayssa [the Holy
Prophet].

_@ Reply

Re: Finding the Truth (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad wrote,

After all that has been stated, it should be kept in mind that in the gospel
of Barnabas, which must be available in the British Museum, it is stated
that Jesus was not crucified, not did he die on the Cross. Now we can very
well say that though this book is not included in the gospels and has been
rejected summarily, yet there is no doubt that it is an ancient book, and it
belongs to the period in which the other gospels were written. Is it not
open to us to regard this ancient book as a book of history of ancient times
and to make use of it as a book of history?
(http://www.alislam.org/library/books/jesus-in-india/ch1.html)

The assertion “yet there is no doubt that it [gospel of Barnabas] is an ancient book, and it
belongs to the period in which the other gospels were written...” is simply false. The
fact is that the above comments should cast doubt whether Mirza Ghulam Ahmad knew
what he was talking about. The Gospel of Barnabas was not written by the Barnabas
who lived in the 1% century AD. The Gospel of Barnabas appears to have been written in
the 16" century AD, “The Gospel [of Barnabas] is considered by the majority of
academics (including Christians and some Muslims) to be late and
pseudepigraphical...” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_barnabas

| realize that Wikipedia isn’t always the best source for information and so here is a
quote from a highly acclaimed academic encyclopedia,


http://www.alislam.org/library/books/jesus-in-india/ch1.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_barnabas

The Gospel of Barnabas

“A text called the Gospel of Barnabas has had a wide circulation in
modern times. It was discovered in an Italian manuscript in Amsterdam in
1709. Since its translation into Arabic in the early 20th century, some have
claimed that it preserves the original Gospel, of which the Qur’an speaks.
In fact, the Gospel of Barnabas has been shown to have its origins in the
western Mediterranean world, probably in Spain, in the 16th century.”

Citation: "Gospel." Encyclopaedia of the Qur an. General Editor: Jane
Dammen McAuliffe; Brill (Leiden and Boston), 2005. CD-ROM version.

Regards,
Aaron

=

Inbox

Subject: Research and Facts
To: Aaron Goerner

The Gospel of Barnabas was accepted as a Canonical Gospel in the
Churches of Alexandria till 325 AD. In 383 AD the Pope secured a
copy of the Gospel in his private library. The same Gospel of
Barnabas and its translations are in circulation today. Please don't
deny historical facts.

Dear Aaron,
...Since you may feel otherwise here are what I could write about
you first topic:

The Gospel of Barnabas was accepted as a Canonical Gospel in the
Churches of Alexandria till 325 C.E. Iranaeus (130-200) wrote in
support of pure monotheism and opposed Paul for injecting into
Christianity doctrines of the pagan Roman religion and Platonic
philosophy. He had quoted extensively from the Gospel of
Barnabas in support of his views. This shows that the Gospel of
Barnabas was in circulation in the first and second centuries of
Christianity. ("How the Gospel of Barnabas Survived”;
http://barnabas.net/index.php/how-the-gospel-survived)

You said:

“so here is a quote from a highly acclaimed academic encyclopedia,



http://barnabas.net/index.php/how-the-gospel-survived

The Gospel of Barnabas

“A text called the Gospel of Barnabas has had a wide circulation in modern
times. It was discovered in an Italian manuscript in Amsterdam in 1709. Since
its translation into Arabic in the early 20th century, some have claimed that it
preserves the original Gospel, of which the Qur’an speaks. In fact, the Gospel of
Barnabas has been shown to have its origins in the western Mediterranean
world, probably in Spain, in the 16th century.”

Citation: "Gospel." Encyclopaedia of the Qur an. General Editor: Jane
Dammen McAuliffe; Brill (Leiden and Boston), 2005. CD-ROM version.

It is one such stuff. Who has given this person, who wrote this

Encyclopedia [Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an], the authority? And
based on what research.

_@L Reply

Re: Research and Facts (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Dear friend,
Thank you for your email.

I’m surprised you are dismissive of the Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an published by Brill.
Brill Publishing has more than 300 years of scholarly publishing to its credit. It is known
for its high academic standards unlike many Internet sources. You need to carefully use
and check Internet sources because you can find sites on the Internet to support just
about any belief you want. It sounds like you have your mind made up despite
scholarship, evidence, and truth...You rely on unreliable Internet sources. This is
evidenced by the quote you gave,

“The Gospel of Barnabas was accepted as a Canonical Gospel in the
Churches of Alexandria till 325 C.E. Iranaeus (130-200) wrote in support
of pure monotheism and opposed Paul for injecting into Christianity
doctrines of the pagan Roman religion and Platonic philosophy. He had
quoted extensively from the Gospel of Barnabas in support of his views.
This shows that the Gospel of Barnabas was in circulation in the first and
second centuries of Christianity” (http://barnabas.net/index.php/how-
the-gospel-survived).

My friend, this is a good example of why you need to be more careful with Internet
sources. You and your above source confuse the Gospel of Barnabas with the Epistle of
Barnabas; a completely different work! The Epistle of Barnabas is an early Christian
work that teaches Jesus died on the cross.
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The Gospel of Barnabas

It appears that you are mindlessly searching the Internet for “proofs” that seem to
support your position. Have you carefully studied these sources and arguments? If you
had you would not be sending me sources that are empty of truth. Jesus taught that the
first and greatest commandment involves loving God with all our heart, mind, soul, and
strength. May God open your eyes to see that you are guilty of not loving Him with all
of your mind. Jesus taught that the second greatest commandment is to love your
neighbor as yourself. You are violating this commandment by sending me sources that
are untrue.

Remember, the death of Jesus on the cross is of the greatest importance. It is not a
second level topic. Your promised messiah, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, falsely cited the
Gospel of Barnabas as 1% century evidence that Jesus did not die on the cross. You are
building your eternal foundation on a falsehood. Since Mirza Ghulam Ahmad did not
know what he was talking about with respect to earthly things (i.e. the Gospel of
Barnabas), then why should you believe him in heavenly matters?

Sincerely,
Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

AN-NISA 4:157

BACKGROUND

¢ ‘T he Qur'an does not explicitly teach or explain the crucifixion and its consequences

for mankind.”*'! In fact, Muslims have traditionally denied Jesus’ death on the cross
because of the following passage in the Qur’an.

157 And because of their saying (in boast), “We killed Messiah 'lesa (Jesus), son

of Maryam (Mary), the Messenger of Allah,”—but they killed him not, nor

crucified him, but the resemblance of 'lesa (Jesus) was put over another man

(and they killed that man), and those who differ therein are full of doubts. They

have no (certain) knowledge, they follow nothing but conjecture. For surely;

they Killed him not [i.e. 'lesa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary)]: (An-Nisa 4:157,

Muhsin Khan)*?

111 Christine Schirrmacher, The Crucifixion of Jesus in View of Muslim Theology.

112 A popular and traditional Muslim commentary on the Qur’an, finished in AD 1505, explains
An-Nisa 4:157 saying:

And for their saying, boastfully, ‘We slew the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, the
Messenger of God’, as they claim: in other words, for all of these [reasons] We have
punished them. God, exalted be He, says, in repudiating their claim to have killed him:
And yet they did not slay him nor did they crucify him, but he, the one slain and
crucified, who was an associate of theirs [the Jews], was given the resemblance, of Jesus.
In other words, God cast his [Jesus’s] likeness to him and so they thought it was him
[Jesus]. And those who disagree concerning him, that is, concerning Jesus, are surely in
doubt regarding, the slaying of, him, for some of them said, when they saw the slain
man: the face is that of Jesus, but the body is not his, and so it is not he; and others said:
no, it is he. They do not have any knowledge of, the slaying of, him, only the pursuit of
conjecture (illa ittiba‘a l-zann, is a discontinuous exception) in other words: ‘instead,
they follow conjecture regarding him, that which they imagined [they saw]’; and they
did not slay him for certain (yaqinan, a circumstantial qualifier emphasizing the denial of
the slaying). (Tafsir al-Jalalayn, translated by Feras Hamza, http://www.altafsir.com/.)
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An-Nisa 4:157

The story is told that when reviewing a scientific paper, physicist Wolfgang Pauli remarked,
“This isn’t right. This isn’t even wrong.” By this Dr. Pauli meant that the paper had no grounding
in scientific reality (“Not Even Wrong”). In a similar way, Ahmadiyya Muslim beliefs about
Jesus have no grounding in historic reality.

By way of contrast, Christian belief in Jesus’ death on the cross and the burial of His dead body
rests on eyewitness testimony. The value of eyewitness testimony is stated by the pre-Christian
Roman dramatist Plautus:

Pluris est oculatus testis unus, quam auriti decerm: Qui audiunt, audita dicunt,
qui vident, plane sciunt.

One eyewitness is worth more than ten purveyors of hearsay;
Those who only hear about things say what they’ve heard, but those who see,
know the score. 113

Part of the testimony to the death of Jesus on the cross was given by Roman guards to Pilate.

Mark 15:43-45

Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself
waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’
body.

Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion,
he asked him if Jesus had already died.

When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph.

This testimony is significant, as the renowned medical examiner Dr. Frederick Zugibe notes: “It
is important to understand that the exactor mortis [the centurion in charge of the crucifixion] and
quaternion [soldiers who carried out the crucifixion] were experts at determining the presence of
death from crucifixion, as they performed thousands of crucifixions.”*** Furthermore, the
consequences for the centurion being wrong about Jesus’ death would likely have been severe.
Rome did not look favorably upon military men failing to do their duty (see Acts 12:19; 16:27;
27:42).

3 Quoted in John Warwick Montgomery, “Does God believe in Atheists?”” Modern
Reformation; March/April VVol. 15 No. 2 2006, pp.18-21.

14 Zugibe, The Crucifixion of Jesus: A Forensic Inquiry, second edition (New York: M.
Evans and Company, Inc., 2005), 148.
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An-Nisa 4:157

EMAIL from Muslims:

ﬁ Inbox

Subject: Ahmadiyya Beliefs
To: Aaron Goerner

** Email from a follower of Mirza Gulum Ahmad:

C+ 1 can prove it to you from the writings of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad, Holy Quran and other writings of scholars that Jesus did not
die on the cross, he survived and went to India and spent the rest of
his life in a place called Kashmir (a velly in India).

And.. indeed Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the Promised Massiah
and Immam Mehdi whom all the religions including Christianity had
been waiting to come, and I will also prove this fact to you

that Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad indeed is the One and no
other...but the discusion will only go forward if you are open minded
and ready to listen to the undeniable facts and to think upon what
will be presented to you, Awaiting to hear

_@ Reply

Re: Ahmadiyya Beliefs (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,

The world wide Ahamadiyya community believes Jesus (Isa) is dead, whereas the
majority of other Muslims do not believe Jesus is dead. This difference in opinion is
proof that An-Nisa 4:157 is false,

004.157

YUSUF ALLI: That they said (in boast), "We killed Christ Jesus the son of
Mary, the Messenger of Allah";—but they Kkilled him not, nor crucified
him, but so it was made to appear to them, and those who differ therein are
full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow,
for of a surety they killed him not:—

PICKTHAL: And because of their saying: We slew the Messiah, Jesus



An-Nisa 4:157

son of Mary, Allah's messenger—they slew him not nor crucified him, but
it appeared so unto them; and lo! those who disagree concerning it are in
doubt thereof; they have no knowledge thereof save pursuit of a
conjecture; they slew him not for certain.

SHAKIR: And their saying: Surely we have killed the Messiah, Isa son of
Marium, the messenger of Allah; and they did not kill him nor did they
crucify him, but it appeared to them so (like Isa) and most surely those
who differ therein are only in a doubt about it; they have no knowledge
respecting it, but only follow a conjecture, and they killed him not for
sure.

The Ahamadiyya community and other Muslims cannot agree on what happened during the
crucifixion. The Ahamadiyya community says Jesus was buried. The rest of the Muslim
world says Jesus was not buried but taken up into heaven. This difference in opinion is
proof that An-Nisa 4:157 is false.

Regards,
Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

CHRISTIANITY, A JOURNEY FROM
FACTS TO FICTION?

JESUS WARNED ABOUT FALSE PROPHETS

BACKGROUND

by the Ahmadiyya Muslim Mirza Tahir Ahmad, the

grandson and fourth successor to Mirza Ghulam Ahmad.
The book was written as an apologetic against Christianity with
arguments against Jesus’ Sonship, the Atonement, the Trinity,
and Jesus’ death on the cross.

C hristianity: A Journey from Facts to Fiction was written

b > 'y,
Mirza Tahir Ahmad (1928-2003)

EMAIL from Muslims:
.~ Inbox

Subject: Mirza Tahir Ahmad’s Teachings
To: Aaron Goerner

*Email from a follower of Mirza Gulum Ahmad:

C+ 1 wanted to inquire if you have read... Hazrat Mirza Tahir
Ahmad(aba)'s book, "Christianity, A Journey from Facts to Fiction."

Both these books can be found under the library section of
www.alislam.org . Both are quick reads and can easily be understood
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Christianity, a Journey from Facts to Fiction?

and finished in one or two days. I would humbly request you read
these books as they will show with complete clarity the true mission
and beauty of our Beloved Jesus(as) as well as the Fact that he did
Not die on the cross. It will also show the changes brought into
Christianity over time, mainly via Pauline philosophy.

Reply

Re: Mirza Tahir Ahmad’s Teachings (My Christian Response)
From: Aaron Goerner
To: (+

Greetings,

Reading Mirza Tahir Ahmad’s Christianity, A Journey from Facts to Fiction one must
conclude that what this successor to Mirza Ghulam Ahmad wrote is fiction. Mirza Tahir
Ahmad claims,

Again according to the Bible, when his side was pierced blood and water
gushed out.

But when they came to Jesus and found him already dead, they did not
break his legs. Instead one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear
bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. (John 19:33,34)

If he was dead and his heart had stopped beating, such active bleeding as

causing the blood to rush out or gush out would be impossible. At most
coagulated blood and plasma could have passively seeped out.
http://www.alislam.org/library/books/christianity facts to_fiction/chapter_4.html

This assertion is untrue. It is not medically “impossible.” Here is a medical explanation
of the flow of blood and water from the Journal of the American Medical Association,
one of the most prestigious medical journals in the world,

The gospel of John describes the piercing of Jesus’ side and emphasizes
the sudden flow of blood and water. Some authors have interpreted the
flow of water to be ascites or urine, from an abdominal midline
perforation of the bladder. However, the Greek word (pleura) used by
John clearly denoted laterality and often implied the ribs.

Therefore, it seems probable that the wound was in the thorax and well
away from the abdominal midline.
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Christianity, a Journey from Facts to Fiction?
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Although the side of the wound was not designated by John, it
traditionally has been depicted on the right side. Supporting this traditions
is the fact that a large flow of blood would be more likely with a
perforation of the distended and thin-walled right atrium or ventricle than
the thick-walled and contracted left ventricle. Although the side of the
wound may never be established with certainty, the right seems more
probable than the left.

Some of the skepticism in accepting John’s description has arisen from the
difficulty in explaining, with medical accuracy, the flow of both blood and
water. Part of this difficulty has been based on the assumption that the
blood appeared first, then the water. However, in the ancient Greek, the
order of words generally denoted prominence and not necessarily a time
sequence. Therefore, it seems likely that John was emphasizing the
prominence of blood rather than its appearance preceding the water.

Therefore, the water probably represented serous pleural and pericardial
fluid, and would have preceded the flow of blood and been smaller in
volume than the blood. Perhaps in the setting of hypovolemia and
impending acute heart failure, pleural and pericardial effusions may have
developed and would have added to the volume of apparent water. The
blood, in contrast, may have originated from the right atrium or the right
ventricle or perhaps from a hemopericardium.

Citation:



Christianity, a Journey from Facts to Fiction?

William D. Edwards, MD; Wesley J. Gabel, M.Div.; Floyd E. Hosmer,
MS, AMI; “On the Physical Death of Jesus Christ,” Journal of the
American Medical Association 21 March 1986; Volume 255, 1463.

This same peer-reviewed medical journal concludes:

Clearly, the weight of historical and medical evidence indicates that Jesus
was dead before the wound to his side was inflicted and supports the
traditional view that the spear, thrust between his right rib, probably
perforated not only the right lung but also the pericardium and heart and
thereby ensured his death. Accordingly, interpretations based on the
assumption that Jesus did not die on the cross appear to be at odds with
modern medical knowledge (Ibid).

Can you provide better medical evidence for the swoon theory from a peer-reviewed
medical journal and not simply from isolated doctors?

Regards,
Aaron


http://dbmz6k5r32451.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/On-the-Physical-Death-of-Jesus-Christ-Jama-1986.pdf

Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

MIRZA GHULAM AHMAD AND
JONAH

THE BIBLICAL TEACHING ABOUT THE SIGN OF JONAH

W«Jesus’ self-identification with the temple is underscored in Matthew 12:6, where he says
about himself, ‘something greater than the temple is here’. Jesus ‘is greater than Jonah’ as a
prophet and his deliverance will be greater because he will actually die for three days and
rise (Matt.12:39-41). Jesus is ‘greater than Solomon’ because he is a greater king and has
more wisdom (Matt.12:42). Similarly, Jesus is greater than the temple now because ‘God’s
presence is more manifest in Him than in the Temple. On him, not on the Temple, rests the
“Shekinah” glory’ in an even greater way than previously in the temple (echoing perhaps the
prophecy in Hag.2:9, ‘the latter glory of this house will be greater than the former”).
Therefore, not only is Jesus identified with the temple because he is assuming the role of the
sacrificial system, but he is also now, instead of the temple, the unique place on earth where
God’s revelatory presence is located. God is manifesting his glorious presence in Jesus in a
greater way than it was ever manifested in a physical temple structure” (G.K. Beale, The
Temple and the Church’s Mission [Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 2004], 178).
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Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and Jonah

EMAIL from Muslims:

~ ' Inbox

Subject: Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and Jonah
To: Aaron Goerner

** Email from a follower of Mirza Gulum Ahmad:

C+ 1 wanted to inquire if you have read Hazrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad(as)'s book, " Jesus in India " and Hazrat Mirza Tahir
Ahmad(aba)'s book, "Christianity, A Journey from Facts to Fiction."

Both these books can be found under the library section of
www.alislam.org. Both are quick reads and can easily be understood
and finished in one or two days. I would humbly request you read
these books as they will show with complete clarity the true mission
and beauty of our Beloved Jesus(as) as well as the Fact that he did
Not die on the cross. It will also show the changes brought into
Christianity over time, mainly via Pauline philosophy.

jﬁﬂ Reply

Re: Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and Jonah (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad wrote,

Matthew (chapter 12, verse 40) says that just as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of the fish, so the Son of Man shall be three days
and three nights in the bowels of the earth. Now it is clear that Jonah did
not die in the belly of the fish; the utmost that happened was that he was in
a swoon or a fit of fainting. The holy books of God bear witness that
Jonah, by the grace of God, remained alive in the belly of the fish, and
came out alive; and his people ultimately accepted him. If then Jesus (on
whom be peace) had died in the belly of the ‘fish’, what resemblance
could there be between a dead man and the one who was alive, and how


http://www.alislam.org/

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and Jonah

could a living one be compared with one dead? The truth rather is, that as
Jesus was a true prophet and as he knew that God, whose beloved he was,
would save him from an accursed death, he made a prophecy in the form
of a parable, revealed to him by God, in which he hinted that he would not
die on the Cross, nor would he give up the ghost on the accursed wood; on
the contrary, like the prophet Jonah, he would only pass through a state of
swoon. In the parable he had also hinted that he would come out of the
bowels of the earth and would then join the people and, like Jonah, would
be honoured by them. (http://www.alislam.org/library/books/jesus-in-
india/ch1.html)

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad’s successor, Mirza Tahir Ahmad, also mentions Matthew 12 in
his Christianity, a Journey from Facts to Fiction.

The argument is that Jonah did not die in the belly of the fish and therefore Jesus did not
die on the cross. This is simply false and contradicts the teaching of Jesus elsewhere.
Note carefully that Jesus said He is GREATER than Jonah,

Matthew 12:39-41

39 He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a
miraculous sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet
Jonah.

40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish,
so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth.

41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation
and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one
greater than Jonah is here.

Jesus is GREATER than Jonah because He died and came back to life. By saying
He is GREATER than Jonah, Jesus is by no means denying what He so clearly taught
elsewhere concerning His death:

Matthew 16:21

21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must
go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief
priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third
day be raised to life.

Matthew 20:17-19

17 Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples
aside and said to them,

18 “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the
chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death

19 and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and
crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!”


http://www.alislam.org/library/books/jesus-in-india/ch1.html
http://www.alislam.org/library/books/jesus-in-india/ch1.html
http://www.alislam.org/library/books/christianity_facts_to_fiction/chapter_4.html#pgfId-1001073

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and Jonah

Matthew 26:1-2

1 When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples,
2 “As you know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will
be handed over to be crucified.”

Matthew 26:6-12

6 While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the
Leper,

7 a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume,
which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table.

8 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?”
they asked.

9 “This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given
to the poor.”

10 Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman?
She has done a beautiful thing to me.

11 The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have
me.

12 When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for
burial.

There are similarities between Jesus and Jonah but it needs to be remembered that they
are not identical. For one thing, Jonah was not condemned by the High Priest and Jesus
was. Jonah almost died because of his disobedience to God’s command, Jesus never
disobeyed God’s commandments. Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh for fear that that
Ninevites would believe; Jesus went to the cross to make friends of His enemies.

It is not a sound method of interpretation to read your assumptions about the crucifixion
into Matthew’s Gospel (Remember the Bed of Procrustes?). This is a logical fallacy
which is sometimes called “manufacturing facts from a theory.” Nor is it sound to
disregard the larger context of Matthew which indisputably contradicts your assumption.
This is also a logical fallacy known as “special pleading.”

By saying that He was GREATER than Jonah, Jesus was teaching that what would
happen to Him would be even greater than what happened to Jonah. Jesus has conquered
death and no one else has!

There is something else we need to keep in mind. Both Jesus and Jonah preached the
message of repentance. Nineveh preached “40 days and Nineveh will be

destroyed.” Jesus also preached the message of repentance to the Jews. Nineveh
repented at Jonah’s preaching and therefore wasn’t destroyed. Jerusalem did not repent
at Jesus’ preaching and was destroyed in 70 AD (almost 40 years after Jesus was
crucified). Because the Jews did not repent, Jonah’s judgment fell upon the Jews.



Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and Jonah

To summarize, Jesus was teaching that what would happen to Him would be even
greater than what happened to Jonah. Jesus would be crucified by the unbelieving Jews,
He would rise again from the dead and as proof of His kingship He would judge
Jerusalem for her unbelief. Jesus’ judgment of Jerusalem happened about 40 years after
He was crucified, just as He said.

These great and enduring signs Jesus gave to the Jews of His day are also signs for us
today. Jesus has conquered death and no one else has! His grave is empty. Because
Jesus has been raised from the dead, we can have assurance of salvation. Jesus said,

John 5:24

“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent
me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from
death to life.”

Sincerely,
Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

THE USE OF SPICES
IN JESUS’ BURIAL

MIRZA TAHIR AHMAD WAS NOT INFORMED ABOUT THE USE OF SPICES IN THE
BURIAL OF THE DEAD

EMAIL from Muslims:
] Inbox

Subject: Jesus’ Burial
To: Aaron Goerner

* Email from followers of Mirza Gulum Ahmad:

¢ The question to start with is; why Jesus was wrapped into in the
first place? The wrappings speak that the persons who wrapped him
were sure that Jesus had not died on the Cross.

C+ with reference to ur article "Did Jesus die on the cross or did He only swoon? Who
should we believe: Jesus or Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani?" i am
sending you some relavant pages and adress of site
http://www.alislam.org/. i think it will be helpful for your question's
answers in your aricle. Thanks
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The Use of Spices in Jesus’ Burial

. Reply

Re: Jesus’ Burial (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»+

Greetings,
Another fictional claim of Mirza Tahir Ahmad can be seen in the following,

Another piece of evidence is as follows. According to the Biblical account, after
the body was handed over to Joseph of Arimathea, it was immediately removed to
a secret place of burial, a sepulchre with enough room not only for Jesus but also
for two of his attendants to sit and take care of him.

Then the disciples went back to their homes, but Mary stood outside
the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent down over to look into the

tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had
been. (John 20:10-12)

That is not all, we are informed in the New Testament that an ointment, which
had been prepared in advance was applied to Jesus’ wounds.6 This ointment,
prepared by the disciples of Jesus, contained ingredients which have properties of
healing wounds and subduing pain etc. Why was there all this fuss about going
through the laborious exercise of collecting twelve rare ingredients to prepare an
ointment at all? The prescription used is recorded in many classical books such as
the famous medical textbook Al-Qanun by Bu Ali Sina (see appendix for a list of
such books). So what was the need of applying ointment to a dead body? This
could only make sense if the disciples had strong reasons to believe that Jesus
would be delivered alive from the cross and not dead. (Christianity, A Journey
from Facts to Fiction)

The use of spices is actually evidence that Jesus was dead because spices were used for
the burial of great individuals,

“Five hundred servants bearing spices participated in the funeral
procession of Herod the Great (Josephus, Ant. xvii. 199). In the fifth
decade of the first century, Onkelos burned about eighty pounds of spices
at the funeral of Gamaliel the elder (Strack and P. Billerbeck 2. 584; cf.
also 2 Ch. 16:14).” (Carson, D. A. . The Gospel according to John p.629).

When the Jewish King Asa was buried in the Old Testament we learn that he was also
buried with all kind of spices (2 Chronicles 16:14).


http://www.alislam.org/library/books/christianity_facts_to_fiction/chapter_4.html
http://www.alislam.org/library/books/christianity_facts_to_fiction/chapter_4.html

The Use of Spices in Jesus’ Burial

To reject the crucifixion and death of Jesus, one must close their eyes to reason, history,
science and God’s revelation.

The bottom line is that Jesus died on the cross and not in India. This has been
demonstrated from biblical, historical, and peer reviewed medical evidence. Therefore
the Qur’an is not true and Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is a false prophet/Messiah. Jesus
warned about people like Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,

Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you.
5 For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,” and will
deceive many. (Matthew 24:4-5)

23 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!” or, ‘There
he is!” do not believe it.

24 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs
and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were possible.

25 See, | have told you ahead of time.

26 “So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the desert,” do not go out;
or, ‘Here he is, in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. (Matthew 24:23-26)

I hope and pray this is helpful. Prayerfully consider these things and I also urge you to
read the Gospel of Matthew. | also invite you to embrace Christianity as the truth and
only way of salvation. Jesus said, “I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do
not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins” (John 8:24).
Believe in Jesus and be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins and you can have
certainty that you will inherit eternal life. This certainty is rooted in what God has done
in the real world with respect to the death of Jesus on the cross, His burial, resurrection,
and ascension into heaven.

Sincerely,
Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

JESUS HAD NO CLAIM
ON DIVINITY?

BACKGROUND

by the Westminster Shorter Catechism: “The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord
Jesus Christ, who, being the eternal Son of God, became man (John 1:14, Gal. 4:4), and so
was, and continues to be, God and man in two distinct natures, and one person, forever.”

The Scriptures teach that Jesus is truly God and truly man. This truth is nicely summarized

Muslims accept the humanity of Jesus but deny His deity. Here is a brief summary of how the
Bible speaks about the deity of Jesus.

Jesus Made Divine Claims:

Jesus affirmed His divine glory and power before the High Priest and elders of Israel which led
to His being sentenced to death for blasphemy. Jesus swore under oath:

Matthew 26:64
“... In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the
Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Jesus identified Himself with Yahweh:

Exodus 3:14
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the
Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.””

John 8:58
“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”

John 10:30
“I and the Father are one.”

Divine Perfections Are Attributed To Jesus:

> Jesus is all-powerful (Philippians 3:21)
» Jesus is all-knowing (Revelation 2:23)
» Jesus is present everywhere (Matthew 28:20)

Divine Works Are Attributed To Jesus:

» Jesus is Creator (John.1:3)
» Jesus upholds creation (Hebrews 1:3)
» Jesus raised the dead (John 6:40,44, 54)

R
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The Divinity of Jesus

» Jesus forgives sins (Mark 2:1-10)
» Jesus saves sinners (Matthew 1:21)
> Jesus will judge the world (2 Corinthians 5:10)

Jesus Receives Worship:

John 20:26-28

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you!”

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

Revelation 5:11-14

Then | looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and
the living creatures and the elders.

In a loud voice they sang: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive
power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”
Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on
the sea, and all that is in them, singing: “To him who sits on the throne and to
the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!”

The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and
worshiped.!*®

Conversation with an Ahmadi Muslim

The following is my interaction with an Ahmadi Muslim on an Internet blog. It’s lengthier than
other correspondences I’ve included in this book. It’s a good illustration of how conversations
often happen in real life, and how | sometimes will end a particular discussion. Dialogue can
only go so far. The rest we need to leave to prayer and the Holy Spirit.

116 T9 learn more about the deity of Jesus, see, “Deity of Jesus”;
http://www.theopedia.com/Deity of Jesus.
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The Divinity of Jesus

EMAIL from Muslims:

~ 1 Inbox

Subject: (My Ahmadi Friend’s Reply)
To: Aaron

C+ Hi friends
Jesus never claimed to be god in the literal sense. This is only a
wishful thinking of the Catholics Protestants that they make a god
out of him for nothing, just for their own selfish and easy salvation.
If Jesus sometimes used terms god or son of god for him he did in
the same meaning other righteous persons of Jews i.e the
Messengers Prophets had.

Following is the proof:
John 10:34-36

31 The Jews then took up stones to stone him. 32 Jesus answered
them: Many good works I have shewed you from my Father; for
which of these works do you stone me? 33 The Jews answered him:
For a good work we stone thee not, but for blasphemy; and because
that thou, being a man, maketh thyself God. 34 Jesus answered
them: Is it not written in your law: I said you are gods? 35 If
he called them gods, to whom the word of God was spoken,
and the scripture cannot be broken;

36 Do you say of him whom the Father hath sanctified and
sent into the world: Thou blasphemest, because I said, I am
the Son of God?

http://www.drbo.org/chapter/50010.htm

This clearly showed what he meant was only a parable or a
metaphoric language. He elaborated that they were wrongly
accusing him when those Jews on whom Word of God descended OT
Bible terms them God; he was one like them.

The Catholics Protestants should come out the trick of the cunning
Paul and the Church and accept Jesus as one of the perfect men
called Messengers Prophets of the Creator - God Allah YHWH.
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The Divinity of Jesus

I love Jesus and Mary as mentioned in Quran.

Thanks

g\l Reply

Re: (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»
Friend,

I Jesus never claimed divinity then what was the charge for which the Jews found Him
guilty and deserving of death by crucifixion?

Aaron

~ 1 Inbox

Subject: (My Ahmadi Friend’s Reply)
To: Aaron

¢+ Hi friend
The Jews wanted to kill Jesus for his claim of being a prophet; and
Jesus they held to be a false prophet and for this they hanged Jesus
to further prove that Jesus was a cursed man also.
In the Old Testament
“If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you
and announces to you a miraculous sign or wonder, and if the sign
or wonder of which he has spoken takes place, and he says, ‘Let us
follow other gods’ (gods you have not known) ‘and let us worship
them,’” you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer.
The Lord your God is testing you to find out whether you love him
with all your heart and with all your soul. It is the Lord your God you
must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and
obey him; serve him and hold fast to him. That prophet or dreamer
must be put to death, because he preached rebellion against the
Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt and redeemed you
from the land of slavery; he has tried to turn you from the way the
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The Divinity of Jesus

Lord your God commanded you to follow. You must purge the evil
from among you” (Deuteronomy 13:1-5 NIV).

The penalty for false prophecy, according to the biblical context, is
capital punishment (per Deuteronomy 13:1-5).

“But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have
not commanded him to say, or a prophet who speaks in the name of
other gods, must be put to death.”

Deuteronomy 21:

22 When a man hath committed a crime for which he is to be
punished with death, and being condemned to die is hanged on a
gibbet: 23 His body shall not remain upon the tree, but shall be
buried the same day: for he is accursed of God that hangeth on a
tree: and thou shalt not defile thy land, which the Lord thy God shall
give thee in possession.

http://www.drbo.org/chapter/05021.htm

Jonah was a Prophet of God Allah YHWH; if Jesus promised Jews to
show them Sign of Jonah and he considered it to be his biggest sign;
then Jesus could only be a Prophet and not a god. This also shows
that he considered himself to be only a Prophet of God Allah YHWH;
and that is why God Allah YHWH saved Jesus life and after that
Jesus went to India.

I love Jesus and Mary as mentioned in Quran.

Thanks

Eﬁﬂ Reply

Re: (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Friend,

You quote from the Bible as the source for your answer. That’s great. Do you know
what the Bible says concerning the charge made by the Jews against Jesus?

Aaron

=

Inbox

Subject: (My Ahmadi Friend’s Reply)

To: Aaron
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C+ Hi friend Aaron
Since NTBible is neither Word of God nor even a word of Jesus; its
authors are anonymous people and have been named Matthew,
Mark, John and Luke, just to add some credulity to these gospels; I
believe only that statements of NTBible which are not against Quran.
Jesus pegged his biggest sign with Jonah; and Jonah was only a
Prophet; for just repeating the same sign which did not make Jonah
a god; how could the same sign make Jesus a god? The Catholics
and Protestants should ponder over this; if they believe in an iota of
reason in the NTBible.

Since you believe in OTBible, please quote the punishment Jews had
from Moses for the claimant of divinity?

Perhaps that answers your question also.

I love Jesus and Mary as mentioned in Quran. Thanks

g\l Reply

Re: (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,

It sounds like you want it both ways. You did not quote Matthew’s Gospel about the
charge Jesus was condemned: blasphemy (an example of Jesus’ claim to divine
authority). But you reference Matthew’s Gospel about Jonah. I think philosophers call
what you are doing the fallacy of “manufacturing facts from a theory” and/or “special
pleading”. You are rewriting the New Testament to fit your procrustean bed.

Would you please explain why you don’t believe Jesus was condemned for blasphemy
as it is recorded in Matthew 26:65 and why you believe Matthew 12:39-41? From
Matthew’s Gospel, can you tell me what texts of the Old Testament Jesus used in His
response to the High Priest (Matthew 26:64)?

Jesus’ death, resurrection, and empty tomb is good news for all who believe. Jesus said,
“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal
life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life” (John 5:24).

Regards,
Aaron
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~— Inbox

Subject: (My Ahmadi Friend’s Reply)
To: Aaron

C+ Hj friends Aaron
I think I had already elaborated my position regarding gospels in my
previous post:
Quote: “Since NTBible is neither Word of God nor even a word of
Jesus; its authors are anonymous people and have been named
Matthew, Mark, John and Luke, just to add some credulity to these
gospels; I believe only that statements of NTBible which are not
against Quran.” Unquote.

If Jesus never attempted to write any gospels in Judea; how could I
dare write it? It was cunning Paul and the clever Church who got hold
of anonymous writings and for their own motives and after editing
and naming arbitrarily, presented it as Gospels. Jesus had nothing to
do with this plethora of writings. He never authorized or dictated
anybody to publish this stuff in his absence when he was alive and
living happily in India.

I was waiting for you response to mention punishment of claimants
of divinity in Jews from Moses. Would you please respond?

May the Creator- God Allah YHWH bless you! and open your heart for
acceptance of truth.

I love Jesus and Mary as mentioned in Quran. Thanks

g Reply

Re: (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Friend,
The punishment for blasphemy, according to Mosaic Law, was death (Leviticus 24:16;
see also John 19:7).

I would be helped if you addressed in greater detail what | perceive to be your logical
fallacies and procrustean dealing with Christian Scripture and history.

A few more questions for which I am awaiting response:


file:///C:/Users/Aaron/Documents/Papers/EmailstoMuslimsBook/Emails%20to%20Muslims%20from%20around%20the%20world.docx%23DeedatConfusion

The Divinity of Jesus

v" Why don’t you believe Jesus was condemned for blasphemy as it is recorded in
Matthew 26:65 and yet you believe Matthew 12:39-41?

v From Matthew’s Gospel, can you tell me what texts of the Old Testament Jesus
used in His response to the High Priest (Matthew 26:64)?

I invite you to love the Jesus of history as recorded in Scripture. Jesus said, “I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and
whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”” (John 11:25-26).

Regards,
Aaron

=

Inbox

Subject: (My Ahmadi Friend’s Reply)

To: Aaron

Hi friend Aaron

You say “The punishment for blasphemy, according to Mosaic Law,
was death (Leviticus 24:16".

Let us see what is mentioned in the verses quoted by you.
Leviticus 24:10-20

10 And behold there went out the son of a woman of Israel, whom
she had of an Egyptian, among the children of Israel, and fell at
words in the camp with a man of Israel.

11 And when he had blasphemed the name, and had cursed it, he
was brought to Moses: (now his mother was called Salumith, the
daughter of Dabri, of the tribe of Dan:) 12 And they put him into
prison, till they might know what the Lord would command. 13 And
the Lord spoke to Moses, 14 Saying: Bring forth the blasphemer
without the camp, and let them that heard him, put their hands
upon his head, and let all the people stone him. 15 And thou shalt
speak to the children of Israel: the man that curseth his God, shall
bear his sin:

16 And he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, dying let him
die: all the multitude shall stone him, whether he be a native or a
stranger. He that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, dying let him
die. 17 He that striketh and killeth a man, dying let him die. 18 He
that killeth a beast, shall make it good, that is to say, shall give
beast for beast. 19 He that giveth a blemish to any of his
neighbours: as he hath done, so shall it be done to him: 20 Breach
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for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, shall he restore. What
blemish he gave, the like shall he be compelled to suffer.
http://www.drbo.org/chapter/03024.htm

Now we look into the verses as mentioned by you.

1. Now the passage mentions the man “he had blasphemed the
name, and had cursed it”, it does not say with transparency that
the man claimed to be God; he cursed God as is written there and
that does not make one claimant of divinity, for sure.

2. So I don't think that you have been able to quote any
appropriate verse for punishment of a claimant of God from Moses.
3. Unless you mention such a verse; I don't think that there was
any punishments of claiming a god; as it is obviously a crazy claim
for a human being; does not involve any punishment in this world
as there is no ambiguity in it.

4. How could Jesus make such a crazy claim? And why should he
when he was not a god; he did not die on Cross and like Moses who
migrated from Egypt to Arabian Peninsula to save his life; so did
Jesus, he was delivered from the Cross in near-dead position and
later when he recovered from the injuries, secretly, he made good
his escape to India; so like Moses he was only a Prophet of God.

5. If as you say (though it is totally incorrect) that Jesus claimed
literal divinity; then the Jews should have insisted that Jesus be
stoned in the public as per the Law of Moses; they preferred to
hang him on the Cross, just to prove that he was a cursed man;
and that Jesus was not he was Chosen-One of God and His beloved.
Please find some transparent verses from Moses in the issue to
strengthen your claim.

I love Jesus and Mary as mentioned in Quran. Thanks and regards

Reply

Re: (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Hi again,

| agree with you that Deuteronomy 13 is relevant to the charge for which Jesus was
condemned (along with other passages such as Leviticus 24:16). In the (wrong)
opinion of the court, Jesus was leading Israel astray after “other gods” by claiming for
Himself divine authority (e.g. Deuteronomy 13:2). Jesus was telling the truth under
oath; therefore, He was not blaspheming or leading others astray after Himself when
He claimed divine authority over the High Priest, Sanhedrin, and unbelieving Israel
(Matthew 26:64-65).
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There are some titles, attributes, and deeds that belong only to God. Jesus claimed
these for Himself on other occasions when He forgave sins (Matthew 9:1-8; Mark
2:2-12) and taught “Before Abraham was born, I AM” (John 8:58 with Exodus 3:14-
15 and also Isaiah 41:4; 43:10, 13, 25; 46:4; 48:12; 51:12; 52:6).

You asked the question, “How could Jesus make such a crazy claim?”” Answer:
Because it was true and because Jesus has authority mere men do not have. He has
authority to judge in a way we cannot, He has authority to forgive sin in a way you
and I cannot. Jesus has authority to remove the consequences of the curse of sin in a
way that you and | cannot ([re]read Mark 2:2-12).

I’m still awaiting your response to the following:

v Please address in greater detail what | perceive to be your logical fallacies and
procrustean dealing with Christian Scripture and history.

v' Why don’t you believe Jesus was condemned for blasphemy as it is recorded in
Matthew 26:65 and yet you believe Matthew 12:39-41?

v From Matthew’s Gospel, can you tell me what texts of the Old Testament Jesus
used in His response to the High Priest in Matthew 26:64?

| invite you to love the Jesus of history, the true Promised Messiah, as recorded in
Scripture,

“Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the
living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang: “Worthy is the Lamb,
who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor
and glory and praise!” Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: “To him who sits
on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever
and ever!” The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and
worshiped” (Revelation 5:11-14).

Regards,
Aaron

Inbox

Subject: (My Ahmadi Friend’s Reply)
To: Aaron

C+ Hi friend Aaron
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I thank you for acknowledging that the Jews tried to punish Jesus
for his claim of Prophet-hood or Messenger-ship; and it was not for
Jesus claiming any divinity which Jesus had never done in literal
terms.

Jesus never claimed any literal divinity (being the Creator- God Allah
YHWH) in him and he never showed any signs for that. Jesus did not
create any Sun to make two Suns; or he did not create any more
Moons to make them two moons or a further additional Earth where
people could go and inhibit it ; everything remained the same as far
the creation is concerned; there was no visible or invisible change in
the Universe. Jesus only claimed being a Messenger or Prophet like
so many before him.

Jesus could therefore not claim any deity for himself.

It is Paul who claimed it for Jesus only to be-fool the so called
“Christians”. Paul frustrated the claim Jesus had made of a truthful
Prophet Messenger. Paul on the face of it promoted Jesus from a
Prophet Messenger to a god; and in reality with cunning-ness he
deprived him of the both. He made Jesus a false Messenger Prophet
by hanging him on the Cross with the purpose of dieing on the
Cross; and thus receiving and acknowledging receipt and execution
of the punishment prescribed by Moses for a false Prophet
Messenger.

Since Jesus did not die on the Cross, after treatment in the tomb
where he was laid, of his injuries inflicted on him on the Cross he
made good his escape to India; so the basis carved by Paul for
Jesus’ divinity never materialized.

Paul succeeded in be-fooling the Catholics Protestants; till such time
this infamy put on Jesus by Paul was exposed by Muhammad when
he exonerated Jesus of such wrongs by receiving a Word from the
Creator-God Allah YHWH.

I love Jesus and Mary as mentioned in Quran.
Thanks

PLEASE NOTE:

At this point in the ongoing conversation with my Ahmadi Muslim friend, | decided not to
continue with the correspondence. He was not carefully reading my answers, nor was he
answering my questions. In addition, he was not posting what | had written in its entirety,
undermining honest and meaningful dialog.
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AHMED DEEDAT
AND MUSLIM CONFUSION

BACKGROUND
Q hmed Deedat (1918-2005) was one of the most influential

Muslim missionaries and polemicists of the twentieth

century. He founded the Islamic Propagation Center in
1957, and his debates and writings continue to circulate around the
world. Deedat’s methodology and argumentation have influenced
other prominent Muslim polemicists in the twenty-first century.
According to one writer, “He [Deedat] can hardly qualify as a
‘thinker’ in an elitist, academic sense. As a rule, however, his
influence is probably much greater than that of academically trained
intellectuals...”t’

Although Deedat was not from the Ahmadiyya sect, he argued like
the Ahmadiyya saying that Jesus was put on the cross but did not

die. Deedat’s form of argumentation led to an interesting insight made
by the Christian John Gilchrist during a symposium. John Gilchrist reportedly asked the Muslim
audience:

Sheikh Ahmed Deedat
(1918-2005)

... we have heard the Islamic viewpoint put forth by Mr. Ahmed Deedat. Now |
want to ask first something, this: Do you believe what Mr. Ahmed Deedat said?
(Loud roar: YES).

| am going to go so far as to ask every Muslim here tonight that if you believe
what Mr. Deedat said (Another loud roar : YES), you don’t believe what the
Qur’an says (YES!?)

| ask any Muslim to stand up here tonight and to tell me that the Qur’an does
not say that Christ was never put on a cross, that in fact it was someone else, am
I not right? Does the Qur’an not say that God took Jesus up to Himself? Does
the Qur’an not say that God protected him? Does the Qur’an not say that God
made someone else look like him? Does the Qur’an not say that God put that
man on the cross? What do you believe? Mr. Deedat or the Qur’an? (Loud
answer: the Qur’an.)

Having realized the contradiction between believing the Qur’an and believing Ahmed Deedat’s
argument:

Y7 David Westerlund, “Ahmed Deedat’s Theology of Religion: Apologetics through
Polemics.” Journal of Religion in Africa, 33(3) 2003.

178
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...the huge Muslim audience was struck to silence and to defeat, which the
Muslim did not readily accept. So the Muslim audience at one moment in their
frenzy roared that Mr. Deedat was right, and the next when the truth was
pointed out to them from the Qur’an, then they answered that the Qur’an was
right, which in fact shows in what a humiliating position they were put through
the crucifixion arguments put forward by Mr. Deedat.!®

Deedat believed the Bible is fiction, and he added his own fictional interpretation of the Bible to
prove a point that he(?) and mainstream Islam do not believe: that Jesus swooned on the cross.
Deedat may be convincing to Muslims who have not read the Bible. However, from a Christian
perspective, many of Deedat’s interpretations are imaginary, nonsensical, and sometimes
downright dishonest.

Sayyid Al-Qimni, an Egyptian author, said on Saudi TV that the Islamic world “...know([s]
nothing about their [Christian] brethren’s beliefs, except for what appears in the Koran and the
hadith. They know nothing about [Christianity]” (Muslims and Their Knowledge About
Christianity). This presents a good opportunity to challenge your Muslims friends by explaining
that if they think they understand Christianity because they have read the Qur’an, the hadith,
Deedat, or some other Muslim apologist, then they are eternally mistaken. Invite them to learn
about Christianity by reading the Bible and learning about it from the Christian perspective.

EMAIL from Muslims:
~ Inbox

Subject: Deedat and Christianity
To: Aaron Goerner

G 1am pleased to get your prompt response. In order to read about how
the two topics discussed in detail by a Muslim scholar [Ahmed Deedat]
and an expert in Christianity and the Bible, I refer you to these links
below about crucifixion and the Bible [CRUCIFIXION OR CRUCI-
FICTION and IS THE BIBLE GODS WORD?]. The writer studied
Christianity and the bible for thirty years before he wrote the two
booklets and others. I met the man. He passed away a few years ago.

18 Muslim Digest, March 1977, quoted in “Deedat in the Balance”; http://answering-
islam.org/Responses/Deedat/deedat.html; accessed May 4, 2010.
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@ Reply

Re: Deedat and Christianity (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»+

Greetings,

Before | discuss Deedat, | would like to know your own thoughts from your personal
studies. Would you please give brief answers to the following questions?

If Jesus wasn’t crucified, then who was? Why would Christians believe this for so
many years if it wasn’t true? Isn’t the death of Jesus a “fact” of history? To my
knowledge it was never question by those in Jesus’ day or the first few generations after
Him, right? There are many things Protestants, Catholics and Orthodox Christians
disagree about, but they are all unanimous in affirming the death of Jesus. Why believe
the Qur’an seeing that it came hundreds of years after the event? Denying Jesus’
crucifixion seems “unreasonable” and taking such an anti-historical position would
involve “complicated” speculation.

What are your thoughts?

Aaron

"~ Inbox

Subject: (My Muslim Friend’s Next Response)

To: Aaron

C+ Hi Aaron

1-If the high-caliber scholar Dedat doesn't persuade you, nobody
else will.

2-History tells us that the Gospel was written about 300 years after
Christ, because the Christians were under Roman and other pagans'
pressure and persecution.

3-There are different versions of the Gospel and about 73 different
versions of the Bible as a whole. Which one is authentic and why ?
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4-There has been one single version of the holy Quran for the past
14 centuries. It hasn't been altered at all as the Bible was. If you
read the Quran, you feel it is holy and you sense the divine "breath"
in it especially if you are an Arab. On the other hand, if you read the
Bible, you feel that many parts of it are written by ordinary people,
and in many parts it is superstitious and obscene. Read the stories of
Prophet Lot and how his daughters gave him wine in order to sleep
with him and have children from him. Read about the chariots and
the tens of thousands of peoples foreskins and men's semen. Read
about how prophet Jacob wrestled with God in the sky. Read about
David and his psalms and the description of legs and breasts of his
beloved, and his story with the naked wife of his army leader. Wake
up man!!!l A book containing such "miserable" stuff cannot be a holy
book.

5-We believe in the authenticity of the Quran and everything in it. It
says Jesus was not crucified. Somebody else who looked like him
was, especially because the alleged crucifiction occurres at night.

By the way, the Quran also tells us that Jesus will appear again
before doomsday and will spread justice on earth. We also believe in
this, because the Quran is the word of Allah...

I repeat, please read the whole books by Dedat [CRUCIFIXION OR

CRUCI-FICTION and IS THE BIBLE GODS WORD?] patiently and
carefully. Be objective and unbiased.

@ Reply

Re: (Pointing Out My Friend’s Inconsistency)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,
Thank you for your answers.

| will agree to being as objective and unbiased as | possibly can be. Will you commit to
the same? I’m willing to commit to a serious discussion and that does not engage in
name calling, fallacies, or bias. I am willing to commit to a discussion where | answer
your questions instead of just referencing or cutting and pasting answers from other
websites. If I were to demonstrate the Qur’an is wrong about the death of Jesus would
you seriously and prayerfully consider leaving Islam and accept Christianity? On the
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other hand, if you convince me that Jesus did not die on the cross, then I am willing to
convert to Islam.

I agree with Deedat about the importance of the death of Jesus to Christianity, “In a
nutshell. No Crucifixion—No Christianity!”

Deedat also is right about my skepticism about the Qur’an when he wrote, "how can a
man (Muhummed pbuh) a thousand miles away from the scene of a
happening, and 600 years after an event, pronounce as to what had
transpired?"

Let me start by saying that it seems that there is some confusion. You have encouraged
me to read Deedat. | have done so. Am | correct in my understanding of Deedat and that
he argues Jesus was crucified? Deedat argues that Jesus was bound to the cross, but did
not die. He only fainted or swooned. Here are some quotes from Crucifixion or Cruci-
fiction? affirming that Deedat taught Jesus was cruci-ficted meaning that Jesus was put
on a Roman cross but did not die on the cross:

“Strange people, these Jews! As much as they were in a hurry to
mount Jesus on the cross, no sooner had they succeeded, they
were once more agitated to bring him down.”

What was the FIRST "error" that the Jews made in wanting to
eliminate Jesus? The first was that they had permitted Jesus to
be brought down from the cross without breaking his legs, under
the false assumption that he had died. The LAST would be to
allow the "secret" disciples of Jesus to render help to the
wounded man, by NOT sealing off the tomb.

“"The removal of the stone and the unwinding of the winding
sheets was the need of a physically resuscitated body, not
that of a resurrected body!”

"Touch me not!" (HOLY BIBLE) John 20:17

SOBERING QUESTIONS

Why not? Is he a bundle of electricity, a dynamo, that if she
touches him, she might get electrocuted? No! "Touch me
not!", because it would hurt. Though he appears normal to
all intents and purposes, he had, nevertheless, been through
a violent, physical and emotional ordeal. It would be
excruciatingly painful if he allowed her any enthusiastic
contact.

You on the other hand wrote that the Qur’an says, “Jesus was not crucified. Somebody
else who looked like him was...”
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So which was it? Was Jesus crucified only to swoon on the cross (Deedat, a scholar of
high-caliber in your estimation)? Or was somebody who looked like Jesus crucified
(which you say is the teaching of the Qur’an)? Both are problematic because they both
imply deception. Deedat’s argument would mean that God allowed Jesus to wrongfully
be exposed to the shame of crucifixion. This would have given Jesus’ enemies great
satisfaction in their triumph. Deedat’s argument also implies deception on the part of
Jesus’ followers who resuscitated Jesus but claimed He was resurrected. You view
would involve God deceiving others by changing the appearance also giving Jesus’
enemies the satisfaction that they had triumphed.

Despite what Deedat says, the Christian Scriptures are crystal clear that Jesus died on
the cross...from what you have written and from what Deedat has written there seems to
be great confusion amongst Muslims about the crucifixion. This confusion amongst
Muslims is further evidence that the Qur’an is not true because it says:

004.157

YUSUF ALLI: That they said (in boast), "We killed Christ Jesus the son of
Mary, the Messenger of Allah";—Dbut they killed him not, nor crucified
him, but so it was made to appear to them, and those who differ therein are
full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow,
for of a surety they Killed him not:—

PICKTHAL: And because of their saying: We slew the Messiah, Jesus
son of Mary, Allah's messenger—they slew him not nor crucified him, but
it appeared so unto them; and lo! those who disagree concerning it are in
doubt thereof; they have no knowledge thereof save pursuit of a
conjecture; they slew him not for certain.

SHAKIR: And their saying: Surely we have Killed the Messiah, Isa son of
Marium, the messenger of Allah; and they did not Kill him nor did they
crucify him, but it appeared to them so (like Isa) and most surely those
who differ therein are only in a doubt about it; they have no knowledge
respecting it, but only follow a conjecture, and they killed him not for
sure.

This claim is simply false. It is false from a historical perspective. Even non-Christian
historians are in overwhelming agreement about the historicity of Jesus’ death on the
cross. But it is also false because all Christians (Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and
Protestant) agree that Jesus died on the cross. To be sure, Christians don’t agree about
everything. They don’t. There’s a lot we disagree about. But one thing Christians all
agree about is the death of Jesus on the cross. It is Muslims who conjecture about this. It
is Muslims who have no certain knowledge. It is Muslims who are full of doubts about
the crucifixion.!®

11970 learn more about Ahmed Deedat, see my Bible-Quran website.
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AHMED DEEDAT AND THE CLAIM
THAT JESUS’ DISCIPLES WERE NOT
EYE WITNESSES TO THE CRUCIFIXION
AND DEATH OF JESUS

EMAIL from Muslims:

~ 1 Inbox

Subject: Crucifixion?
To: Aaron Goerner

C+ Please read this book [by Ahmed Deedat]: Crucifixion or
Crucifiction? 2

C+ One more thing i would suggest you that Why christian missionary

do not reply any one the questyion raised by Deedat? Why they are
just dumb?

@ Reply

Re: Crucifixion? (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,

Deedat argues in “Resurrection or Resuscitation” that “the disciples of Jesus were not
EYE-witnessess [sic] or EAR-witnesses to the actual happenings of the previous three
days, as vouched for by St. Mark who says that at the most critical juncture in the life

of Jesus, "they all forsook him and fled." (Mark 14:50).

120 Deedat begins Crucifixion or Cruci-fiction with a quote from Michael Hart that Muslims
frequently reference because Hart lists Muhammad as the most influential man in history.
For an answer to this see, “Deedat’s Quotation of Michael Hart in Crucifixion or Cruci-
fiction.”

184


http://www.bible-quran.com/?p=12906
http://www.bible-quran.com/?p=12906

It is true that the disciples forsook Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:56).
However, Jesus was not crucified at Gethsemane. He was crucified several hours later
at a place called Golgotha. There is nothing in the text of Scripture that forbids any or
all of the disciples from observing part or all of the crucifixion. Indeed, the Scriptures
teach that at least some of Jesus’ disciples were eyewitnesses to His crucifixion and
burial.

Disciples mentioned as eyewitnesses to Jesus’ crucifixion:

Mary Magdalene

Mary the mother of James and Joseph

Mary the mother of Jesus

The disciple whom Jesus loved (John 19:26)

Here is a list of names of people who participated in the burial of Jesus’ dead body:

Joseph of Arimathea

Nicodemus

Mary Magdalene

Mary the mother of James and Joseph

Regards,
Aaron
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AHMED DEEDAT
AND THE SIGN OF JONAH

EMAIL from Muslims:

=

Inbox

Subject: Deedat’s Writings
To: Aaron Goerner

C+ By the way get a copy of Ahmed Deedat's book Is the Bilble Gods
word, that is what LED ME TO CONVERTING FROM CHRISTIANITY

Reply

Re: Deedat’s Writings (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,

It seems like Deedat “rewrites” the Bible based on his presupposition that Jesus did not
die on the cross. He takes liberties with the biblical text to twist it to mean what he
thinks it should — that Jesus didn’t die on the cross. This is a dishonest tactic which is
sometimes called “manufacturing facts from a theory.”'?! Deedat also is guilty of what
philosophers call “special pleading.” He argues that the Scriptures are corrupt and then
turns around and quotes the Bible as if it is a reliable witness. Deedat never provides

justification for accepting some passages of Christian Scriptures and not others. Can he
do so without begging the question?

Regards,
Aaron

[For the rest of my response about Jonah see Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and Jonah.]

121 Muslims accuse Jews and Christians of biblical alteration; however, Muslim apologists like
Ahmed Deedat and his disciple Zakir Naik are guilty of tahrif al-ma ‘ant, false interpretation
of the biblical text.
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THREE DAYS
AND THREE NIGHTS

THE USE OF IDIOMS IN THE BIBLE

BACKGROUND

12:38-41 says Jesus would be heart of the earth (dead) three days and three nights. There is
no way to come up with three days and nights (72 hours) if Jesus died on Friday afternoon
and rose again early Sunday morning.

Some Muslims object to the trustworthiness of the Bible by pointing out that Matthew

The late Muslim apologist, Ahmed Deedat, wrote, “juggle as you may, you will never, never get
three days and three nights as Jesus had himself foretold, ‘according to the Scriptures.” Even
Einstein, the Master mathematician, cannot help you for this!” (Crucifixion or Cruci-fiction,
Chapter 16).12

The answer to this objection is quite simple. Three days and three nights is an idiom meaning a
short period of time. This should not be too hard for Muslims to understand because idioms are
also found in the Arabic language (see, for example, the lecture of Dr. Ali Gomma on the Arabic
word for “century”).

122 When idioms suit Ahmed Deedat’s argument, he uses them, saying that Jesus’ language
“not yet ascended unto my father” was an idiom of the Jews’ meaning Jesus was not dead
yet (Crucifixion or Cruci-fiction, Chapters 11 and 18).

e
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EMAIL from Muslims:

~  Inbox

Subject: Three Days and Three Nights?
To: Aaron Goerner

C+ Jesus of the Bible did not spend three days and nights -- Friday
night - until Sunday before dawn -- is not 3 days and nights!

C+ Hello Brother
I see you very confused, you said that Jesus said to his friends that
he is going to die on cross and will rise on the third day, Jesus was
crusified on Friday evening and he was discovered my Marie on the
sunday morning so how can it be three days and three nights, it is
Friday night, saturday morning and night and sunday morning, so it
is 2 days and 2 nights, so i believe that it is interpulation in the Bible
a febrication in the Bible.

C The biggest contradiction of all: The Crucifixion. “As Jonas was in
the belly of the sea monster for THREE days and THREE nights so
shall the son of man be, in the belly of the earth for THREE days and
THREE nights.

We are told that Jesus died on a Friday. So counting the days:
Friday night, Saturday night, and Saturday day. Are the number of
days and night he spent in the Tomb. That would be 2 nights and 1
day. Not THREE days and THREE nights as he said so in the bible.

Muslims have sent me the following from Deedat’s “What was the Sign of Jonah

In the final analysis, let us see whether Jesus was THREE days and THREE nights in

the tomb:
| EASTER WEEK | IN THE SEPULCHRE
| | DAYS |  NIGHTS
| FRIDAY - placed in tomb just before sunset L il - | One night
\ SATURDAY - supposed to be in tomb \ One day \ One night
\ SUNDAY - missing before sunrise \ - nil - \ - nil -
| TOTAL| OneDay | Two Nights

You will no doubt note that the GRAND TOTAL is ONE day and TWO nights, and
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NOT three days and three nights. According to the Christian Scriptures Jesus had
failed a SECOND time. FIRST he was unlike Jonah, who was ALIVE in the belly of
the fish, which is the exact opposite of what the Christians claim had happened to their
master Jesus, who was DEAD for the same period of time as Jonah was - ALIVE.
SECONDLY, we discover that he also failed to fulfil the TIME FACTOR as well. The
greatest mathematician in Christendom will fail to obtain the desired result — THREE
days and THREE nights. We must not forget that the Gospels are explicit in telling us
that it was "before sunrise™” on Sunday morning (the FIRST day of the week), that
Mary Magdalene went to the tomb of Jesus and found it empty.

They also send Deedat’s challenge,

(* JUGGLE AS YOU MAY, YOU WILL NEVER NEVER GET three days and
three nights as jesus had himself foretold " according to the
scriptures"

Even Einstein the master mathematician cannot help you for this. is
one day and two night equal to three day and three night, who are
you people fooling by the way.

_@ Reply

Re: Three Days and Three Nights? (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Friends,

Jesus’ statement about three days and three nights is an idiom referring to a short period
of time. Here in the United States we have a saying, “I’ll be there in just a second” or
sometimes, “I’1l be there in a minute.” We don’t literally mean a second or a minute, but
a short period of time.

The Bible uses similar idioms. For example, the phrase "one day and one night™ meant a
day, even when only a part of a day was indicated (see for example 1 Samuel 30:12-13).

There are also biblical examples of three days and three nights as an idiom meaning a
short period of time.

Jonah was swallowed by the fish during the day time and was vomited out during the
day time (Jonah 1:17-2:10). In order for that to be three days, only two nights could
have been involved. Yet it is called three days and three nights (an idiom meaning a
short time). Similarly, in Esther 4:16-5:1, there is a fast for ‘three days and three nights’
that begins on the first day and ends on the third day, which means only two nights were
involved. So we conclude that this is an idiom and not a contradiction.

Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

AHMED DEEDAT’S DEATH
AND A WARNING FROM JESUS

THE BIBLICAL TEACHING ABOUT DEATH AND JUDGMENT
Hebrews 9:27
Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,

EMAIL from Muslims:

"~ Inbox

Subject: Ahmed Deedat
To: Aaron Goerner

(+ Deedat (PBUH)... was of course one of the best scholars of our time. I
attended a lot of his seminars and I still read his work everyday

g Reply

Re: Ahmed Deedat (My Christian Response)

From: Aaron Goerner
To: (»

Greetings,

Have you ever read how Deedat died? | read that he died on 8 August 2005, after more
than nine years of lying speechless and paralyzed due to a rare kind of stroke that he
suffered in May 1996. The story behind Deedat’s stroke is that he fell shortly after a trip
to Australia, which was a momentous tour. He gave one of his most passionate talks in
front of a capacity crowd in Sydney, on the theme Easter: A Muslim viewpoint. This
was his last lecture before he suffered the stroke.

I can’t say with certainty why Ahmed Deedat was struck down with a rare stroke. But
am | to believe it is mere coincidence that he repeatedly spoke lies and his mouth was
shut. The Bible says, “For the mouths of those who speak lies will be stopped” (Psalm
63:11).
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Deedat’s Death

Deedat did not deal honestly with the Scriptures and so by all appearances it looks as if
God judged him. My encouragement is that you not put your trust in falsehood. The
Final Judgment will be much more terrible than Deedat’s downfall. Jesus warned,

“I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one
I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.” (John 8:24)

Regards,
Aaron



Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

CONVERTS FROM ISLAM
TO CHRISTIANITY

Here are some links where you will find Imams, scholars and other notable Muslims who
converted to Christianity:

People who Left Islam

Kamil Abdul Messiah — Syrian convert from Islam to Christianity by the Rev. Henry Harris
Jessup, for 41 years a missionary in Syria.

| Against My Brother — A Somali Muslim woman’s journey from Islam to Christianity and the
cost of her decision (Somalistory.com).

Why Muslims Become Christians

Imad ud-din Lahiz — Islamic writer, preacher, and Qur’anic translator, whose eyes were opened
to the truth of Christianity.

Ubayd-Allah ibn Jahsh

Nabeel Qureshi — Formerly a devout Ahmadiyya Muslim and seeker after truth before his
conversion to Christianity.

Daniel Shayesteh: Former Revolutionary Guard Commander

A Muslim Journey to Hope
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http://www.wikiislam.net/wiki/Category:Former_Muslims_who_became_Christians
http://www.wikiislam.net/wiki/Category:Former_Muslims_who_became_Christians
http://www.unashamedofthegospel.org/newsfile9416_1.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgLzgAB3uRI
http://somalistory.com/
http://www.answering-islam.org/Testimonies/index.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imad_ud-din_Lahiz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ubayd-Allah_ibn_Jahsh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nqj4nZMvXk
http://www.bible-quran.com/?p=12681
http://www.muslimjourneytohope.com/watch.asp

Is the Qur’an the Word of God?

CONCLUSION

M any proofs, warnings, and invitations from Jesus Christ have been given throughout
this book:

@ 1 invite you to embrace Christianity as the truth and only way of salvation....Believe in Jesus,
and be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins and you can have certainty that you will
inherit eternal life. This certainty is rooted in what God has done in the real world with
respect to the death of Jesus on the cross, His burial, resurrection, and ascension into heaven.

@ 1t is on the basis of Jesus Christ’s perfect obedience to the Law and His taking upon Himself
the penalty of the Law that a person can have assurance of their salvation. Through faith in
Jesus a person finds peace with God which is what Jesus spoke to His disciples after He rose
again from the dead:

John 20:19-23

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the
doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you!”

20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed
when they saw the Lord.

2L Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”
22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
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Conclusion

23 1f you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are
not forgiven.”

@ There never has been a greater demonstration of love in all the world than God giving His
beloved Son to die for sinners. Only through the death of Jesus, the Son of God, can we be
forgiven of our sins. This is why Jesus said, “If you do not believe that | am the one I claim
to be, you will indeed die in your sins” (John 8:24).

@ When you die, you take your sins with you. You will be eternally separated from the eternal
God. But because Jesus kept the demands of the law for eternal life and because He died for
the sins of those who believed Him He promised, “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my
word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has
crossed over from death to life” (John 5:24).

@ There is a limit and an end to the patience of Jesus, the Messiah. Today is the day of
salvation. Believe in Jesus and be baptized.

@ Jesus is the Prince of Peace, which is why | am writing to you and urging you to repent of
your sins by turning to Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. Be warned that when Jesus
returns, it will be to make war with those who have not submitted to His terms of peace. Now
is the time of salvation.

What is your response?

Who do you say Jesus is?

If this has been a blessing to you, please write and let me know. Reviews are
greatly appreciated.

If you still have questions, please write me. | am always glad to hear from my
readers. Please be aware that I do not respond to emails that are simply “cut and
paste” from other websites. My email address is aarongoerner@gmail.com.

Website: http://www.bible-quran.com
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