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This view, which is gaining increasing acceptance, is supported by the most
solid and diversified evidence.

(1) At least two out of the nine Sea Peoples mentioned in the Egyptian sources
are undoubtedly located in Anatolia-the Lukka in Lycia and the Danuna in
Cilicia; a third group, the Trs, is probably related to the Tyrsenoi (and biblical
Tiras), who, according to Herodotus, migrated from Lydia to Etruria.

(2) The few traces of Philistine words (seren, g/kobah) and names (Goliath,
Achish) appear to be etymologically connected with Anatolian languages.

(3) The Hittite texts provide ample evidence for serious upheavals in SW
Anatolia(the Lukka lands) in the second half of the 13th century B.C., which
can clearly be related with the emergence of the Sea Peoples (Singer 1983).
(4)Some of the classical traditions on W Anatolian heroes who trekked
eastward and eventually settled in Cyprus and the Levant (Teucros, Mopsus)
may reflect dim echoes of the migratory movements of the Sea Peoples
(Schachermeyr 1982).

http://www.lost-ages.com/article.php?sid=6
http://www.bga.nl/en/articles/filistl.html
http://www.phoenixdatasystems.com/goliath/c3/c3b.htm
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recent past in the forests of Kerala. Ayyappan’s closest friend was a
Muslim. This was indeed a difficult chronological problem and to save
the situation some artificial interpretations has to be invoked. How this
is done, | am not sure. It requires quite an ingenuity to make coherent
sense among the multitudes of mythical webs simply because it evolves
out of imagination and without regard to logic. But then the aim of these
kathas were not logic, but didactic and moral and most often simply the
enamor of the story itself. In addition, they were to be made interesting
and intriguing. It is thus a series of images over a long period of cultural
development over all villages in India. They represent the ethos of India.
To attach any historical import into it will be simply ridiculous.

References:

Languages and Scripts of India
http://www.cs.colostate.edu/~malaiya/scripts.html

Edicts of King Asoka
http://www.cs.colostate.edu/~malaiya/ashoka.html

Sharada Script : Origin and Development - B. K. Kaul Deambi
http://www.koausa.org/Languages/Sharda.html

The basic Brahmi script : 5th century BCE to 4th century CE
http://www?215.pair.com/sacoins/public_html/languages.htm
http://www.ancientscripts.com/brahmi.html

The Brahmi Script http://www.ciil.org/programmes/lipika/brahmi.html
The Kharosthi Script
http://www?215.pair.com/sacoins/images/scripts/master_script.gif
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At least in Gita he actively advocated and encouraged Arjuna into killing
his own brethren. (And he did follow the advice.) Were these real
people or were they only spiritual allegories? Thus if Krishna is a real
historical person he is far remote in character and behavior from the
merciful and kind Jesus. Their responses to evil were totally different.
Jesus’ response was totally non-violent and his remedies were not
directed to the evil doer but were directed to the eradication of the cause
of evil.

~ fiThe venerable scholars and philosophers like Dr. S. Radhakrishnan
(Bhagavath Gita page 28) Swamy Vivekananda (The complete work of Swamy
Vivekananda vol.1 page 438) Mahatma Gandhi (Gita- My mother. page 38)
Vinoba Bhave (Talk on the Gita page 11) has emphatically confirmed that it is
very difficult to see Sreekrishna, the hero of Mahabharata as the ethereal and
saintly Sreekrishna of Gita.o

Geetha Rahasyam and Christ: Aravindaksha Menon:
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Olympus/6265/chap5.html

Krishna was a playboy
involved in indiscriminate
Sex. Krishna’s mistress
was Radha the wife of
Ayana. Unless we are
prepared to explain these
stories in allegorical terms,
we cannot justify his life
style. Then was Krishna
himself an allegory or a
historical reality?

» Even a cursory reading of the textual material available on
Krishna's life leaves one in no doubt that he sported with and made love
to the gopis.” “Bhagavata, written around the tenth century AD, reflects
the cumulative legacy of several centuries”
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archetype, is given whereas in the New Testament it is a requirement.

Supplementing Dionysius Aeropagiticus (6th c.), Theodore of
Studios (9th c.) wrote, "The shadow is not the same as the mass which
casts it; ... the icon is a visualization ..." The icon is a theological mark
and a mark of theology; its application is in its vocabulary. For the
faithful it is a reverence, an observance of faith; for the eye it is
visualization; for the reason it is a distinguishing mark; for the spiritual
perception it is a pre-image. The pre-image is an archetype, the first
depiction a prototype, the visualization is an icon - this is the axiom of
Orthodoxy, the Eastern Christianity....

THEOLOGY - ART - TECHNIQUES
Aneta Serafimova
http://lwww.gov.mk/kultura/ologyart.htm

Iconography

”Icons are the traditional art form of the Early Church. During the early
years of the Christian Church, a new art form was created to help reveal
this new faith to the world. This art's chief goal was to express the view
of the world held by the Church -- God's interaction with man, man's
calling to be a new creation, ...the breath, and the look of holiness. An
icon at its very root is a portrayal of Christ's image and imprint on the
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“Saivism and Vaishnavism are the offshoots of Early Indian Christianity.
Early Indian Christianity observed the elements of Dravidian worships
that prevailed in the pre - Christian era, and developed as Saivism and
Vaishnavism.  Saivism and Vaishnavism developed as a Bhakti
movement around 6th, 7th c¢. A.D. in South India and spread to the
North. Since it is now totally camouflaged by the Brahman concept
under the name of Hinduism, it is generally thought that the Vedas are
the basis for the development of this Bhakti Movement. Generally
Saivite Siva is identified with Vedic Rudra and Vaishnavite Vishnu is
identified with Vedic Vishnu. An in-depth study of the Vedas will unveil
the hidden truths. Saivism and Vaishnavism have nothing to do with the
Vedic Rudra or Vishnu.”

Thus Dr. M. Deivanayagam and Dr. D. Devakala in The Revival
Movement of Dravidian Religion lists the follwing factors which
emerged independent of Vedic influence.

1. The basic doctrines of Saivism and Vaishnavism do not depend
on Aryanism or on the Vedas.

2. Development of these doctrines are not seen in the Vedas

3. Emergence of new Agamas are totally contrary to the Vedas

4. Emergence of temple worship is contrary to the Vedas.

5. Nayanmars and Alwars did not belong to the Vedic religion.

6. The doctrinal explanation of Sankara, Ramanuja and Madhva are
contrary to the Vedas.

7. The names of Gods viz. Siva, Vishnu, Brahma, Sakthi ... who are
contrary to the Vedic deities.

8. The worship of God in Triune form is not Vedic at all.

They conclude thus:

“When Christianity came to India, the New Testament was not compiled.
Naturally this eventually led to the lack of connection with historical
Jesus. Without a codified written testimony of eyewitnesses the basic
teachings were to be somehow transmitted to the coming generations.
This need of presenting Christianity at the grass root level in the later
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To quote a few examples from the first book of Saiva Sittanta
Thiruvunthiar:

(i) Sin

“Avan aval athu yenum avai moovinaimaimayin
Thotria thithiye odungi malaththulathaam
anthan aathi yenmanaar pulavar”

In the beginning god created man (avan), woman (aval) and the world
(athu) in three different actions and they were holy. . But later they fell
into sin (malam) which end the life of holiness and was the beginning
of sin say the scholars. ( Sivagnanapothan —1)

“Muththi mutharkodikkae mogk kodi padarnthu

aththi paluththathu yenru vunthee para

appalhan vunnaathaw vunthee para”

Among the creatures which were holy, on the first creeper, the creeper of
sin crept over it and bore the fruit of evil. Speak this forth. Do not
partake of that fruit. Speak this forth.

(i) Avatar
"The hitherto unknown God came down as one of us and gave up Himself
to save us from evil'.

(iii) Salvation through His sufferings
'He who has accomplished the works of salvation through His sufferings
will not come again in His body, He has no birth or death again’.

(iv) Eternal life
'If you join Him who shared His home with the thieves you will attain the
heavenly abode which is light'.

Songs from other literature are also quoted. In defining the Trinity as
three persons in one God head:

(v) Trinity and Avatar
" The eternal God( Siva) and the Ornamented one (Vitnu).
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The "caves" are actually, deep overhangs in Bhimbetka, near Bhopal in
Madhya Pradesh. These caves are decorated with art in the usual
neolithinc art form, which are dated around 8000 BC and continuing in
some caves into historic times. These caves depicts animals and do not
represent any gods. These people essentialy were hunters.
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These later caves includes horses as a means of transport and is dated
second millenium roughly the time of early Aryan migration
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Brahman exists, Jiva and world subsist in Him. When creation occurs,
the universe the essence of which was always within Brahman evolves
itself and issues out of the Brahman with name and form, this is what is
called creation. Brahman creates the world just as a spider creates its
web out of itself. In this sense, Jivas exists within the Brahman, dormant
in the state of "sleep”. All insentient matter also exists within Brahman.
They are translated and come into reality. Creation is a spontaneous,
joyous, creative activity (Leela) of Brahman arising out of love, which
gives the Jiva the purpose and fulfilment in life.

In the Vedarthasamgraha, Ramanuja establishes that, all the statements
of the Upanisads can be interpreted in a coherent manner if it is assumed
that Brahman is the efficient cause of the universe. This causation can
be due to His active role in effecting the manifest creation from its
unmanifest cause, as well as being the material cause of the universe by
ever being the inner abiding soul of the unmanifest cause. He further
clarifies the latter by emphasizing that it is impossible to conceive the
unmanifest cause as being independent of Brahman. In the state of
pralaya (grand dissolution), the manifest Universe is dissolved into its
unmanifest cause, and the latter exists as a mode (prakara) of Brahman.
The relation between this Universe (in both the manifest as well as the
unmanifest state) and Brahman is that between the body and the soul -
they form one organic whole. Further Vishista Advaita emphasizes a
divine form - a supernal form of personality to Iswara whom they call
Vishnu.

Siva and Brahma are merely demigods compared to Visnu (Narayana),
who alone is the expressed image of the Brahman and the Head of the
Cosmic organism. But the identification of Visnu as the Personal God is
arbitrary and not necessarily of Vedic import. He ascribes five divine
attributes - sat (reality), jnana (knowledge), ananta (infinity), amalatva
(purity) and ananda (bliss) to the high God which he calls as
Kalyanaguna.. The favorite dictum of the Advaitins "Tat tvam asi" is
explained by Ramanuja as the indwelling of the Brahman in all creation
and not as an identity. Thus, there is no discrepancy if all things are
equated to Brahman by Upanishads since He is the indwelling soul of all
entitities.
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The corresponding Greco-Christian concept is that of the Logos
becoming a reality. In the creation of Jiva (Life), the word became flesh
in the creation. It is this presence of the word within the cosmos (jagat),
that originally gave its direction of flow from order to higher growth. It
was also the nature of Jiva to grow from glory to greater glory.

Jiva is dependent on Brahman for its subsistence and possesses various
relationships to Brahman. So also Jiva is related to external world in a
similar relation. These relations are describable in such terms as: sarira
of the sariri (body of the indweller), Prakara of the Prakari (attribute or
mode of the substance), sesha of the seshi (Owned of the owner), amsa
of the amsi (part of the whole), adharadeya and the sambandha
(supporter and the supported), Niyamya and the Niyanta (controlled and
the controller) and Rasksya and the Raksaka (redeemed and the
redeemer). Jiva being the image of Brahman has the ability to make
choices and do things of its own will. But Jivatma is not absolutely free
because it is dependent on a Paramatma and his absolute nature. Jiva's
moral and social responsibility arises from this eternal nature, purposes
and will of Paramatma. Thus, Jiva reaps the consequences of his Karma,
the fruits of the actions.

"Even the All-loving Father, the Great Isvara, does not force His
presence on the Atma, not yet ripe to receive Him. With infinite patience
He waits and watches the struggle of the soul in Samsara , since the
struggle is necessary for the full unfolding of the faculties of the Jiva."
(Pillai Lokacharya).

The Rakshsas, the Devil are Jiva just as any others who have deviated
from their purpose being self centered, having caught up in the net of
pleasures. They misuse both Jiva and Ajiva to their gains and thus
impose death on all things.

Just as the Jiva is related to jagat so is Brahman related to Jiva. Brahman
is the creator, and the creation is real, it is not mithya. Brahman
permeates the creation. Just as human body consists of various organic
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elements combined together to form a body, various Jivas and Matter
form to become the body of the Brahman. The Head of the experiential
cosmos is the Saguna Brahman, the Iswara himself, and the Brahman
whom Jivatma can know.

In this view, Bhakthi is the means of Mukthi. It is of the nature of the
God to love. God is indeed Love. It makes sense because there are other
beings beside God. Total and complete surrender to the will and puposes
of God in love towards God, beings and non-beings brings mukthi. Any
deviation from it by any one Jiva produces an in balance within the
cosmos. Bliss is attained only when the whole cosmos is redeemed.

There is more to this. While the Jiva struggles through the samsara,
Iswara also suffers because of it. This is because Jivas are part of the
body of Iswara. Iswara is not an immune distant being who do not feel
hurt at the struggle of Jiva but is actively involved in the redemption
process. While this is a logical conclusion of the vishista vedanta, where
is the historic action of Iswara in history in the redemptive process? Only
in the revelation of Jesus we can see this suffering Iswara portrayed.

The relationship of Jiva and Brahman in the state of Redemption is given
by the example of arrow and the target. When the arrow hits the target, it
does not become the target. It subsists in the target. We go to a place.
When we reach there, we do not become that place ourselves. We only
subsist in that place but we do not become identical with that place.

As long as there is freewill for Jiva, the cycle of fall and redemption will
continue.

Vishita Advaita is a beautiful picture and fits well into the Christian
Theology. Jesus is the first born of all creation the Iswara - the Godhead.
Paul in fact uses this picture

Col 1: 15 Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. 16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or
authorities; all things were created by him and for him.17 He is before all
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these ceremonies for the dead- there is no fruit anywhere. The three
authors of the Vedas were buffoons, knaves and demons"

(Quoted by Advaita Vedanta theologian Sayana Madhava in
'Sarvadarsanasamgraha’, 14™ century AD),

A second teacher, Ajita Kesambala, represented the following view:
"There is no gift in charity, there is no sacrifice, there are no offerings.
There is no fruit and ripening of good and bad actions. There is not this
world or that. There is neither mother nor father. There are no suddenly-
born beings. In the world, there are no ascetics and Brahmanas who have
gone along the right path of conduct and follow the right conduct, who
have seen this world and that world out of independent knowledge and
proclaimed it. A man consists of four Elements. When he dies, earth
goes into the mass of earth (prithivikayah), water into the mass of water,
fire into the mass of fire, breath into the mass of air, and the sense-organs
enter into space (akasah). Four men, with the bier as the fifth, carry forth
the dead person, and they carry on their talk until they come into the
place of cremation. Then there remain only white bones and all sacrifices
end in ashes. The gift of charity is, therefore, the doctrine of a buffoon; it
is empty and false talk when anybody asserts that there is something
beyond. Fools and wise men are both destroyed and disappear when their
bodies falls to pieces. There are no more after death.

D Chattopadhyaya, Lokayata: A Study in Ancient Indian Materialism

In the great epic Mahabharata there is a description of a Carvaka being
burned to death for preaching against the bloodshed of the Great War
and condemning Yudhishthira for killing thousands for his greed. They
condemned the practices of sacrifices and penance. They stood against
the Brahminic and Kshtariya domination of the period.

“When the Brahmins were now once again standing silent, Carvaka the
Rakshasa in the disguise of a Brahmin, addressed the King. This friend
of Duryodhana, concealed under the garb of a mendicant with a rosary, a
lock of hair on his crown, and a triple staff, impudent and fearless,
surrounded by all the Brahmins exceeding a thousand in number, who
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Mani entered into India, the predominant religions of the country were
Budhism and Jainism with its high ethical emphasis and Thomas
Christianity with its emphasis on Bhakthi. Thomas Christians all over
India worshipped in their own Indian styles. Mani procalimed himself as
the “Prophet of Jesus” and with his Gnostic and syncretic move became
a very serious opponent of Christianity in India.

“The gospel is taken from the sayings of the Holy Prophet Mani:
Then the Luminary said: | Mani, the apostle of Jesus, | have gone out of
the land of Babylon, whence | was to call a Call in the world; | shall
cause living streams to well up for the thirsty, that they may drink and
live.”

Dr. Radha Bannerjee asserts that:

“We know that when Mani preached in Turan in India, the local
people took him as the Buddha. The Manichaean documents in
Sogdian script also described Mani as Buddha.

Manichaean leaf, bearing the Berlin Museum No. Mik IllI,
4979.....In the foreground of the picture there is Ganesha along
with the Hindu trinity consisting of Visnu in Varaha incarnation,
Brahma, bearded and pot bellied, and the three-eyed Siva. Facing
them on the left are seated two Iranian Manichaean gods. Below
these deities the leaf is damaged but paintings of flowers and
ducks can still be made out. The artist who has drawn this
picture, it seems, is equally conversant with the Hindu and
Manichaean pantheons. The Hindu deities depicted here
correspond to their descriptions given in the Indian Shilpasastra.
The scene perhaps tries to suggest that Mani had been in India
and borrowed Indian religious ideas to enrich the Manichaean
pantheon which is hinted by the Manichaean tradition.”
Dr. Radha Bannerjee, MANICHAEN INPUT TO CHINESE
CULTURE AND ART  http://www.ibiblio.org/  radha/
rpub014.htm
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Thus, the temples, the gods and the worship forms of present Hinduism
has no connection with vedic religions and are found only in the post-
Christian period. They were developed only after the first centuary AD.

Creation and recreation of man by a personal God with personal
sacrifice of his own appears first in the tenth mandala of Rg Veda which
was written during first century or later is significant. The surprising
similarity in the names Krishna and Christ and their teachings as
portrayed in Bhagavat Gita and the Claims of this Christ indicates that
we are referring to the same person mixed up in some manner with other
personalities.

One basic Christian concept of Christ is that He is the King of Kings
who is the Lord and judge of all mankind. Second concept of Christ is
that he is the Redeemer. If we mix these two together we would have
generated the Krist of Modern Hinduism - Krishna. Modern Krishna
Consciousness group have intentionally added many Christ features in
Krishna in the recent years. These include Crucifixion of Krishna and
the second coming of Krishna. It is not difficult to see the development
of Krishna through Indian History which was influenced tremendously
by the Thomas ministry.

Much more surprising is the similarity that exist between Saivism and
Christianity in theire concept Redemption and Salvation (Moksha).

The Rg Veda tenth Mandala is particularly relevant in describing
Prajapathy — the Savior of the World in exact replication of the Christian
concept. Redemption is brought about only by the Sacrifice of
Prajapathy on the cross.

The theology of Trinity, the three persons within the trinity, Sin and
salvation and process of redemption are identical with that of
Christianity in at least Saivism and Vaishnavism.

The worship of Christ is embedded in most temple worship.
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TIME LINE: EXTERNAL INFLUENCE
Arrival of St. Thomas AD 52
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