Zaynab bt. Djahsh
b. Ri’ab al-Asadiyya, one of the Prophet’s wives, whom he married after her divorce
from Muhammad’s freedman and adopted son Zayd b. Haritha [q.v.].

Zaynab’s mother was a maternal aunt of the Prophet, Umayma bt. ‘Abd al-Muttalib, and
her father, from the tribe of Asad, a client of the clan of ‘Abd Shams. One of the first
emigrants to Medina, she was a virgin (according to some traditions, a widow) when
Muhammad gave her in marriage to Zayd. In the year 4/626 Muhammad saw Zaynab
alone in her house, was taken with her and had Zayd divorce her so that he himself
might marry her, she being at that time about 35 years old. Zayd’s scruples were set
aside by the Kur’anic revelation XXXIII, 37-8, and she received a dowry of 400
dirhams. Zaynab is reported as being proud of the circumstances of her marriage, and
as saying that her marriage to the Prophet was superior to the other ones because it had
the confirmation of divine revelation. The “verse of veiling”, ayat al-hidjab (XXXIII,
53), is said to have been revealed at the time of her wedding feast, and some traditions
also connect LXVI, 1, with Zaynab and with the other wives’ envy of her.

Zaynab was friendly with ‘A’isha [g.v.], and supportive of her during the so-called
“affair of the lie” (fadith al-ifk ). Her charity was famed, as “the longesthanded” of the
Prophet’s wives; ‘Umar allotted to her a large stipend, but when she died (according to
Ibn Sa‘d, in 20/641), she was penniless, having given it all to the poor.

In medieval Christendom, the episode of Muhammad’s infatuation with Zaynab and his
compelling Zayd b. Haritha to divorce her, was made much of by anti-Muslim
propagandists (cf. L. Marracci, Prodromus ad refutationem Alcorani , Padua 1691, 562;
N. Daniel, Islam and the West, the making of an image, Edinburgh 1960, 31, 97-100,
292). Reacting to this, modern Muslim apologists and biographers of the Prophet have
endeavoured to place it in a more favourable light (cf. Muhammad Husayn Haykal,
Hayat Muhammad , Cairo 1936, 307 ff.; M. Lings, Muhammad , his life based on the
earliest sources, London 1983, 212-14).

(C.E. Bosworth)
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