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U.S. military says 
Afghan bibles have 
been destroyed

 

2  M I N  R E A D   

KABUL (Reuters) - Bibles in Afghan languages 
sent to a U.S. soldier at a base in Afghanistan 
were confiscated and destroyed to ensure that 
troops did not breach regulations which forbid 
proselytising, a military spokeswoman said.
The U.S. military has denied its soldiers tried to 
convert Afghans to Christianity, after Qatar-based 
Al Jazeera television showed soldiers at a bible 
class on a base with a stack of bibles translated 
into the local Pashto and Dari languages.
U.S. Central Command’s General Order Number 
1 forbids troops on active duty — including all 
those based in Iraq and Afghanistan — from 
trying to convert people to another religion.
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“I can now confirm that the Bibles shown on Al 
Jazeera’s clip were, in fact, collected by the 
chaplains and later destroyed. They were never 
distributed,” spokeswoman Major Jennifer Willis 
said at Bagram air base, north of Kabul.
Military officials have said the bibles were sent 
through private mail to an evangelical Christian 
soldier by his church back home. The soldier 
brought them to the bible study class where they 
were filmed.
Trying to convert Muslims to another faith is a 
crime in Afghanistan. An Afghan man who 
converted to Christianity was sentenced to death 
for apostasy in 2006 but was allowed to leave the 
country after an international uproar.
“It certainly is, from the United States military’s 
perspective, not our position to ever push any 
specific kind of religion, period,” chairman of the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Mike Mullen 
told a Pentagon briefing on Monday.
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Trump threatens funds 
unless California 
prevents more wildfires
Steve Holland 2  M I N  R E A D   

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday threatened to withhold 
billions of dollars of federal funding if California 
does not clean up its forests to reduce the risk of 
wildfires, a year after some of the worst blazes in 
the state’s history.

“It’s hurting our budget, it’s hurting our country 
and they better get their act together,” Trump said 
at a cabinet meeting, aiming his remarks at 
California Governor Jerry Brown, whom he has 

 

FILE PHOTO: Wind-driven flames roll over a hill 
towards homes during the River Fire (Mendocino 
Complex) near Lakeport, California, U.S. August 2, 
2018. REUTERS/Fred Greaves
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frequently criticized over immigration and other 
policies.
Trump said the state should do more to remove 
rotten trees and other debris that help fires spread.
California’s largest public utility cut off power to 
about 60,000 customers for up to two days this 
week as high winds threatened to topple trees and 
power lines. The cuts were aimed at preventing 
wildfires such as those that erupted in the state’s 
wine country last fall.

The Ranch fire in California this year was the 
largest on record in a state where dry, windy and 
hot weather conditions can produce deadly 
wildfires.
In August, Trump tweeted that unspecified water 
diversions to the Pacific Ocean were making 
California wildfires harder to fight.
California had plenty of water to fight the blazes 
and the fires are primarily fought by crews 
hacking away at dry brush with hand tools and 
bulldozers, not with water, CalFire Chief Scott 
McLean said at the time.
Trump, a Republican, approved a federal disaster 
declaration requested by Brown, a Democrat, for 
those fires.
Representatives for Brown and the state’s wildfire 
protection agency, the California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection, did not immediately 
respond to requests for comment.

Reporting by Steve Holland; Additional reporting by Peter 
Szekely in New York; Editing by Lisa Shumaker, Bernadette 
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